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Kinks  in  Keeping  Clean. 

Written  f»r  Kaum-Poi*  ltisy. 

"  Say  what  you  will.  1  just  hate  poultry." 
saiil  a  youm:  woman  who  hail  made  one  or 
two  small  poultry  ventures.  ••  I  hate  the  liee. 
swarmint:  over  everything,  ami  irettinjr  on 
me:  1  hate  the  dirt  ami  the  general  disagn-e- 
ableness.  ami  1  hate  with  a  siek  sort  of  hatred 
the  dreadful  odors  that  always  a»ail  one  at 
the  poultry  house  door." 

I  think  people  may  1*  divided  into  three 
i  lasses,  as  re.rard*  their  ideas  of  poultry  keep- 
ing: Those  who  think  all  the  above  horrors  a 
necessity,  and  non-removable ;  those  who 
think  the  onlv  wav  i>  to  make  active  effort  to 


give offbul  a  minimum  of  odors.  Thus  one- 
half  the  battle  against  foul  odors  is  gained  by 
the  mere  preventive  act  of  keeping  the  houses 
very  dry. 

Carbolic  acid  is  responsible  for  the  vilest  of 
all  the  vile  odors  that  haunt  the  poultry  houses. 
I  am  not  of  those  who  object  to  carbolic  acid, 
iu  itself,  nor  do  I  seriously  object  to  it  in  com- 
bination with  lime  washes:  but  wherever  it 
is  used  in  contact  with  excrement,  especially 
if  the  aeid  be  crude  and  the  excrement 
moist,  the  resultant  odor  is  of  the  worst  that 
ever  assailed  nostrils.  In  the  effort  to  prevent 
odors,  therefore,  this  is  a  very  profitable  point 
to  begin  operations.  Don't  use  crude  carbolic 
acid.    The  lime  wash  without  it  is  virtually 


in  cleanliness  for  the  brooders  and  chicks,  we 
and  a  slatted  tloor  quite  valuable.  The  dry 
droppings  roll  away  :  the  chicks  can  not  crowd 
so  closely  and  foul  one  another,  and  there  is  a 
pain  in  that  they  are  learning  to  roost,  while 
yet  not  really  roosting. 

In  the  matter  of  deodorizers  and  other  side 
aide  about  the  house,  careful  choice  will  help 
the  object  in  view,  to  a  great  extent.  Avoid- 
ance of  carbolic  acid  has  already  been  noted, 
and  in  out  own  prat  tr.  ;■  we  avcr.l  everything 
but  the  commonest,  handiest  things,  namely, 
coal  ashe*  and  dry  earth.  Besides  the  fact 
that  nothing  else  is  BO  common,  so  handy  or  so 
cheap,  our  experience  is  that  nothing  else  is  so 
cood. 


leaves  gather  and  hold  dampness,  and  on  a 
dry  one  they  soon  become  a  powder  which  lies 
inch  deep  everywhere,  which  needs  but  a 
breath  to  set  it  in  motion,  which  chokes  the 
lungs  of  fowls  and  caretaker,  which  turns 
while  hens  brown  and  keeps  them  so,  and 
whic  h,  being  mixed  with  impurities, —  as  all 
poultry  house  dust  must  be,  more  or  less,  can- 
not be  considered  wholesome.  Its  very  light- 
ness renders  it  less  wholesome  than  other 
forms,  because  it  permeates  everything — and 
after  one  has  cleaned  the  houses  to  get  rid  of 
it,  it  is  still  there,  so  large  a  proportion  of  it 
as  has  passed  into  the  air  and  settled  again. 

Hut  what  about  kerosene?  Well,  here  I  am 
at  a  standstill.    Kerosene  is  so  cheap,  so 


remove  them  by  the  use  of  disinfectants,  lice 
de-trovers  and  deodorizers,  and  by  the  imme- 
diate removal  of  all  foul  matter;  and  those 
who  know  a  better  way,  through  which  much 
of  these  difficulties  may  lie  prevented,  and  the 
annoyances  choked  off  at  the  fountain  head. 

Those  who  read  the  poultry  papers  with 
any  regularity, —  and  even  those  who  do  not 
read  much,  but  who  have  worked  with  poul- 
try, are  fully  familiar  with  the  idea  that  the 
dry  poultry  house  is  the  best  poultry  house, 
so  far  as  the  health  of  the  fowls  is  concerned ; 
but  the  numlier  of  those  who  realize  that  in 
the  average  house  dampness  is  responsible 
for  about  half  the  foul  odor,  is  small.  Very 
dry  dirt,  even  though  it  be  very  foul  dirt,  will 


just  as  effective,  and  infinitely  more  agreeable. 

The  easiest  way  I  know  of  to  prevent  work 
and  odor  in  the  fowl  house  is  to  use  very  little 
soft  food, and  that  never  at  night.  The  differ- 
ence in  the  work  of  keeping  roosting  platforms 
clean  when  this  simple  precaution  is  observed, 
is  scarcely  to  be  lielieved.  A  previous  point 
noted  hinges  largely  upon  this,  too,  as  the 
droppings,  when  soft  feed  is  used,  are  likely  to 
be  very  moist,  and  very  strong  of  odor.  In  the 
practical  working  of  this  simple  expedient  we 
find  that  the  brooders  need  to  be  cleaned  but 
once  now  where  formerly  they  were  cleaned 
half  a  dozen  times  —  and  this  once  cleaning  is 
easier  than  was  any  one  of  the  half-dozen 
when  soft  feed  was  largely  used.   As  a  help 


It  is  quite  the  thing  to  advocate  the  use  of 
leaves  in  the  poultry  house.  Xo  article  which 
has  appeared  in  Fa  RM-Pot * LT R Y  for  many 
months  has  interested  me  more  thau  the  one 
on  vermin,  which  made  so  clear  a  distinction 
between  "clean"  and  "clean  for  hens."  It 
was  packed  full  of  commonsense  ideas.  Still, 
though  "  very  dusty  is  clean  for  hens,"  in  the 
writer's  opinion  (and  I  agree  with  him  if  I 
may  choose  the  dust),  I  very  much  dislike 
that  form  of  dust  which  arises  from  powdered 
leaves.  A  heavy  coating  of  dry  leaves  over 
the  floor  is  an  absolute  delight  to  the  hens 
when  first  put  iu.  It  keeps  them  very  busy 
when  lightly  sprinkled  with  small  grains,  and 
this  is  a  tine  point;  but  on  a  damp  floor  the 


handy,  and  so  efficient  that  I  do  not  like  to 
get  along  without  it.  Its  odor  is  certainly 
very  disagreeable,  even  though  the  worst  of  it 
passes  off.  If  there  were  anything  else  equally 
effective,  and  equally  cheap,  without  the  di>- 
agreeable  odor,  we  should  be  most  glad  to  say- 
good-bye  to  kerosene  forever — especially  as  I 
believe  that  oil  has  no  rightful  place  in  a  dusty 
poultry  house.  Myra  V.  Xorys. 


"  Of  all  the  birds  which  have  been  domesti- 
cated, our  common  barnyard  fowl  has  been  by 
far  the  most  useful  to  man.  It  has  become  in 
a  way  interwoven  with  his  life  to  a  degree 
found  only  in  a  few  of  our  barnyard  animals.'' 
— Skater. 
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Karjvi-  Poultry 


July  icr 


"A  Little  Tour  in  Belgium." 
Editorial  Correspondence. 

An  invitation  to  be  one  of  a  small  party 
which  would  visit  Belgium  to  inquire  into 
some  special  features  of  poultry  raising  there 
was. a  great  boon,  and  onel  accepted  instantly. 
It  was  to  Mr.  Edward  Brown  that  I  was  so 
greatly  indebted,  and  not  only  did  I  have  the 
benefit  of  his  several  previous  visits  to  that 
country,  but  Mr.  Brown  had  arranged  with 
M.  Van  der  Snickt,  poultry  editor  of  Chasse 
a  Pecbe  (Hunting  and  Fishing),  of  Brussels, 
and  a  lifelong  observer  and  student  of  poultry 
problems,  to  assist  us  in  our  studies. 

Leaving  London  at  S:  30  Wednesday  even- 
ing, we  were  in  Brussels  about  ten  o'clock 
Thursday  morning,  and  directly  we  had 
secured  rooms  at  an  hotel,  walked  into  M. 
Van  der  Snickt's  office  and  made  ourselves 
known.  Greetings  and  introductions  being 
gotten  over,  we  started  at  once  for  the  depot 
for  the  sale  of  pullets  from  Italy,  that  being 
the  special  feature  Mr.  Brown  wanted  to 
investigate.  The  Belgians  hatch  and  raise 
immense  numbers  of  chickens,  but  they  are  in 
the  main  fattened  and  killed  for  eating;  and 
we  found  the  surprising  condition  of  things 
that  several  hundred  thousand  pullets  are 
imported  from  Italy  each  year  and  sold  to  the 
Belgian  peasant  farmers  for  layers.  This 
trade  has  grown  up  within  a  few  years,  since 
the  opening  of  the  St.  Gothard  tunnel  route — 
and  it  isn't  so  bad  a  speculation  after  all,  as 
the  peasant  farmers  buy  these  pullets  (of 
about  three  months  old,  and  weighing  two  to 
two  and  a  half  pounds  apiece),  at  one  and  a 
half  to  two  francs  (thirty  to  forty  cents) 
apiece,  keep  them  for  egg  production  for 
about  a  year,  and  then  sell  them  for  poultry 
for  just  about  the  same  price  they  paid. 

The  pullets  were  scrub  Leghorns,  that  is, 
"  mixed  "  Leghorns,  such  as  were  the  earlier 
importations  of  that  breed  into  America;  and 
the  lot  which  we  saw  (they  had  arrived  in 
Brussels  that   morning)  were  exceedingly 


commou  scrub  chickens.  They  were  all  colors 
of  plumage,  all  shades  of  legs,  shapes  of  combs, 
etc.;  but  all  had  the  Leghorn  characteristics, 
also  the  usual  lice  contingent,  which  is  the 
invariable  accompaniment  of  "  scrubs."  I 
caught  and  inspected  two  or  three,  and  found 
the  lice  there  all  right,  and  an  extremely 
droopy  one  that  was  runuing  about  the  court 
yard  was  apparently  "  loaded."  These  pul- 
lets are  shipped  in  light  slatted  coops  of  about 
two  and  a  half  feet  wide  by  four  feet  long, 
and  ten  inches  deep  —  each  coop  holding  thirty 
birds;  two  birds  in  each  coop  being  cockerels. 
It  is  only  within  a  year  or  two  that  the  cock- 
erels have  come  also,  and  is  because  not  a  few 
of  the  peasant  farmers  wish  to  use  the  eggs 
for  hatching,  especially  since  the  Leghorn 
chicks  are  so  desirable  for  selling  as  "  petits 
poussins"  or  "squab  broilers,"  as  they  are 
sometimes  called  in  America. 

It  costs  five  cents  a  bird  to  bring  these  pul- 
lets from  central  and  northern  Italy  to  Brus- 
sels, and  the  trade  continues  about  four 
months  —  May  to  September,  July  being  the 
month  of  greatest  shipments.  It  is  impossible 
to  get  reliable  statistics  of  the  number  so 
shipped,  but  as  there  are  three  or  four  differ- 
ent depots,  or  centers  of  distribution,  it  is 
certainly  a  large  business,  running  into  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  annually ;  in  the  height 
of  the  season  M.  Geyer  receives  as  many  as 
two  thousand  a  day  at  the  Brussels  depot. 
We  were  told  that  these  Italian  pullets  were 
splendid  layers,  and  lay  good  large  eggs.  M. 
Van  der  Snickt  told  us  that  they  laid  better  in 
Belgium  than  if  they  remained  in  Italy,  fol- 
lowing out  the  law  of  nature  by  which  organic 
life  makes  a  great  effort  to  perpetuate  itself. 
The  birds  instinctively  respond  to  the  changed 
conditions  of  being  moved  from  a  warm  and 
comparatively  dry  country  to  a  colder,  moister 
country,  recognizing  that  they  themselves 
cannot  become  acclimated  there,  and  expend- 
ing their  physical  energies  in  producing  eggs 
—  the  effort  of  nature  to  perpetuate  itself. 
In  that  effort  the  birds  exhaust  themselves  the 


first  year,  and  should  not  be  kept  longer  than 
that;  if  kept  over  a  second  year  they  are  very 
poor  layers.  We  were  also  told  that  if  the 
birds  took  cold  on  the  journey  and  contracted 
roup  there  was  great  danger  to  any  Belgian 
birds  that  they  might  communicate  it  to ;  that 
being  another  natural  law,  that  communicated 
disease  is  much  more  violent,  more  likely  to 
be  fatal,  in  the  native  stock. 

We  visited  the  market,  then  pretty  much 
overforthat  day,  and  saw  the  fattened  chicks, 
(called  "Sussex  fowls"  in  England),  which 
are  small  roasters  of  about  three  pounds  each, 
the  "petits  poussins,"  young  ducks,  etc.,  as 
marketed  there.  The  smallest  roasters  are 
flattened  by  breaking  down  the  breast  bone 
with  a  blow  of  the  hand  after  the  bird  is 
plucked,  and  that  (it  seemed  to  me)  made  it 
less  attractive  in  appearance.  Of  course  the 
meat  is  all  there,  but  the  attractive  appearance 
of  a  plump  breasted  carcass  is  lost.  It  was 
the  same  with  the  ducklings,  which  were  so 
much  flattened  that  they  had  quite  a  vv^dge 
shape,  the  thick  end  of  the  wedge  being  the 
posterior,  with  the  anterior  quite  thin.  Kill- 
ing is  by  cutting  the  throat  close  up  to  the  base 
of  the  skull,  which  bleeds  the  carcass  thor- 
oughly, but  presents  a  rather  ghastly  spectacle ; 
as  the  carcasses  are  arranged  in  tiers,  breast 
up,  the  gaping  wound  in  the  throat  is  most 
prominently  displayed.  Fowls  I  did  not  see 
many  of,  and  only  here  and  there  a  goose. 
The  birds  were  almost  invariably  white  fleshed, 
the  yellow  fleshed  (skinned)  ones  being  per- 
haps one  in  the  hundred.  I  asked  M.  Van 
der  Snickt  about  the  yellow  skinned  birds. 
"  It  is  not  sogoode,"  —  he  replied.  "It  brings 
never  so  much."  The  yellow  skins  were 
rather  more  frequently  seen  among  the  petits 
poussins,  and  showed  the  Italian  blood ;  the 
Leghorns  are  excellent  for  that  purpose. 

The  distinctively  Belgian  breeds  are  the 
Campines,  (Silver  and  Golden),  Braekel,  Cou- 
cou  de  Malines  and  Ardennais. 

The  Campiues  are  best  known  to  us  in 
America,  and  closely  resemble  the  Spangled 


Hamburgs,  save  that  they  have  single  combs; 
they  should  have  blue  skin,  blue-white  beaks, 
legs  and  feet,  black  eyes,  and  white  ear  lobes. 
They  are  kept  chiefly  for  egg  production,  and 
are  great  layers  of  large  white  eggs.  They 
brood,  and  make  excellentsitters  and  mothers. 

The  Braekel  is  larger,  and  kept  for  both  eggs 
and  meat;  is  much  like  the  Campine.  They 
have  remarkable  length  of  body,  are  great 
layers  of  large  white  eggs,  have  blue  skin, 
black  eyes,  and  white  lobes.  There  are  very 
few  pure  Braekel  left  now. 

The  Ardennais  are  native  to  the  Ardennes 
country,  closely  resemble  Leghorns,  but  have 
gray  legs  and  ear  lobes,  and  are  very  hardy. 
They  are  good  both  for  eggs  aud  the  table; 
comparatively  few  seen  now. 

The  Coucou  de  Malines  (in  English,  Cuckoo 
of  Malines)  is  the  table  fowl  par  excellence, 
and  is  seen  everywhere  in  the  table  poultry 
producing disticts.  It  is  a  made  breed,  origin- 
ating in  crosses  of  the  old  Scotch  Grays  on  the 
old  "  hocked  "  French  Brahmas.  It  has  white 
flesh,  skin,  legs  and  feet;  lightly  feathered 
shanks  aud  toes,  cuckoo  (or  "barred")  plu- 
mage, and  is  of  very  large  size.  We  saw 
birds,  hens,  of  ten  or  eleven  pounds  weight, 
and  cocks  of  twelve  to  fourteen  pounds  weight, 
although  the  average  size  was  about  that  of 
our  standard  Plymouth  Rocks.  Out  of  mauy 
hundred  that  we  saw  during  our  four  days 
travels,  there  was  but  one  hen  that  was  well 
barred,  the  universal  plumage  being  a  blurred, 
"smoky"  gray-black,  and  the  typical  shape 
closely  resembling  the  Brahma.  Although 
made  years  and  years  ago,  the  chicks  still 
throw  back  to  their  Brahma  ancestors,  and 
there  will  be  here  and  there  one  of  distinctly 
Brahma  color  and  markings.  It  is  not  certain 
that  there  isu*t  here  and  there  a  bit  of  Cochin 
blood  in  them,  as  one  sees  now  and  again, 
although  very  rarely,  a  yellowish  leg  and  foot. 
There  are  a  few  white  Coucous,  sports  from 
the  barred,  but  they  are  considered  less  hardy 
and  less  desirable,  hence  are  bred  very  rarely. 

Desiring  to  see  the  market  at  the  best  time. 


i  s  o  r 
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W*  agreed  to  N-  up  early  Friday  mofiiiiii;  — 
and  ;«  little  before  fouro'ckvk  we  were  in  the 
market  place,  where  there  were  (aud  were 
prriving)  hundred*  of  ne:isant  farmers,  each 
with  his  little  cart  loaded  with  chickens, 
ducks  or  pigeons.  The  earls  were  almost 
always  drawn  by  dogs,  <ometirucs  one.  gener- 
ally two  or  three,  in  a  few  instances  t'lir.  We 
were  toM  that  when  the  man  was  Tery  poor, 
or  ju>'.  st--irt;ng  in  a  small  w  ay,  one  dog  har- 
ne»ed  into  the  two  shafts  (Utile)  of  the  >ui:ill 
eart.  hauled  his  load  to  market.  Perhaps  by 
the  second  year  be  wouid  have  two  dogs,  one 
hetweeu  the  >haft>.  the  other  on  the  near  (left 
hand)  side.  A  year  or  two  later  there  would 
be  three  dogs,  one  in  the  shafts  and  one  on 
each  side;  and  if  the  business  increased  four 
dogs  would  be  put  to  the  cart,  with  the  load 
piled  higher,  or  a  small  horse  and  cart  w  ould 
be  purchased.  N"o  oue  thing  interested  and 
amused  me  more  than  the  immense  concourse 
of  dog  carts. aggregating  thousands  in  the  four 
markets  w  e  visited,  (poultry,  vegetable,  flower 
and  fruit  markets).  As  soon  as  the  load  is 
removed  from  the  cart,  ami  the  baskets  depos- 
ited upon  the  pavement,  w  here  the  housewife 
or  daughter  displays  her  goods,  the  dogs  and 
carts  are  driven  into  the  side  strett-  ami  lined 
up  along  the  side.  In  one  street  I  counted 
seventy-three  carts  in  a  line,  and  they  were 
six  lines  deep,  although  the  outer  (or  sixth) 
line  was  somewhat  uneven,  gaps  in  it  here 
and  there.  Instantly  the  carts  are  parked  the 
poor  tired  brutes  drop  down  to  sleep,  usually 
upon  the  hard  pavements;  but  occasionally 
on<  w  .ui Id  see  that  an  old  burlap  bag  had  been 
spread  dow  u  for  them  to  lie  upon— and  in  a 
few  rare  iustances  a  large  bag  or  rough  coarse 
quilt  bud  been  spread  over  a  pair  or  trio  of 
dogs — lo  make  tbem  a  little  more  comfortable. 
The  dogs  were  manifestly  well  fed,  and  were 
stroug,  muscular,  hardy  fellows.  Indeed,  the 
peasant  farmer  canuot  afford  to  illtreut  his 
dog— or  his  wife;  l>oth  are  valuable,  helpful 
animals!  Each  dog  is  muzzled  with  a  strong 
leathern  muzzle,  and  some  of  the  harnesses 
were  tastefully  ornamented  with  brightlv 
poli>bed  bra»s  trimmings.  We  were  assured 
the  dog  teams  made,  sometimes,  as  much  as 
forty  miles  in  a  day — twenty  miles  to  market 
and  twenty  back — although  twenty  ortwentv- 
five  miles  would  be  the  usual  day°>  work. 

The  chickens  and  ducks  brought  to  market 
bad  lieen  dressed  by  memliers  of  the  familv 
the  day  before,  and  were  packed  in  bumpers, 
(baskets),  which  would  hold  aliout  twenty- 
ducks  or  forty  chickens.  Clean  straw,  cut 
just  to  the  length  to  lit  the  basket,  was  put 
between  the  layers  of  chickens  or  ducks;  the 
pigeons  appeared  to  be  brought  to  market 
alive,  and  were  being  dressed  as  wanted  for 
customers.  Evidently  the  commission  mer- 
chant is  unknown  to  the  Belgian  peasant 
fanner,  who  is  his  own  "middleman,"  dealing 
directly  with  the  buyers.  These  may  be 
families,  the  stewards  of  hotels  or  keepers  of 
shops,  or  keepers  of  stalls  in  the  markets,  who 
buy  to  sell  aguln.  The  families  don't  all  send 
out  to  this  early  marke*  on  the  pavement  ; 
many  buy  in  the  regular  market,  or  in  some 
nearby  provision  shop,  the  keeper  of  which 
as  himself  gone  to  the  early  market  for  his 
k. 

So  one  can  traverse  the  markets  of  Brussels 
ith  his  eyes  open  without  realizing  that  the 
nsumption  of  poultry  Is  enormous.   It  is 
'poultry  to  right  of  bim,  poultry  to  left  of 
im,  poultry  in  front  of  him:"  and  where 
oes  it  all  come  from  ?  It  is  raised  all  over  the 
untry,  every  household   having  "a  few 
wl>."  and  there  being  sure  to  be  two  orthree 
or  four  flocks  of  chickens  running  about  or  in 
and  out  of  the  hedgerows.  There  are  no  targe 
poultry  farms,  no  farms  where  poultrv  is  kept 
on  a  large  scale;  this  enormous  total  is  the 
aggregate  of  many  littles.   The  men,  too,  who 
raise  the  chickens  do  not  fat  them  and  sell 
them  to  market:  that  is  an  entirely  different 
industry;  and  the  fatteners  buy  their  birds  of 
the  growers.    Generally  speaking,  too,  fatten- 
ers buy  direct  from  the  growers,  and  the  col- 
lectors, (called  higglers,  in  England),  who  go 
about  a  district  there  buying  up  the  birds  that 
are  large  enough  for  the  fattening  pens,  are 
unknown  here.    Instead  they  hold  a  market 
once  a  week,  in  a  convenient  large  town,  and 
the  fatteners  go  about  among  the  assembled 
peasant  farmers  who  have  chickens  to  dispose 
of,  and  buy  the  one  hundred  or  two  hundred 
which  they  want   At  a  town  between  Merch- 


(eiii  and  Malines  there  are  about  ten  thousand 
chickens  brought  iii  every  market  day,  Wed- 
nesday. 

These  chickens  are  about  twelve  weeks  old, 
are  always  Uoucou  do  Malines,  and  fetch  about 
fourteen  francs  ($2.80)  the  pair  w  hen  scarce 
and  high,  (say  in  March)  down  to  six  or  six 
and  a  half  francs  (#1. •_',")  or  $l.;iT)  the  pair  in 
.lune  and  July.  The  fattening  takes  about 
five  w  eeks  in  winter,  and  three  to  four  weeks 
iu  summer,  the  fatteners  expecting  to  realize 
about  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents  (one  and 
one-half  francs)  for  the  food  and  labor,  and 
that  sum  is  a  good  protit.  They  sometimes 
get  three  francs  (sixty  cents)  profit  per  pair, 
and  sometimes  lose.  For  instance,  disease, 
(diphtheritic  roup),  gets  into  a  shed  of  closely 
packed  birds,  and  they  must  be  killed  at  once, 
and  arc  of  course  sold  at  a  loss.  The  sheds 
are  any  old  outbuilding,  such  as  woodshed, 
cow  stable,  etc.,  and  a  shed  12  x  IS  would  be 
ample  for  two  hundred  birds.  The  fattening 
cages  or  coops  are  about  four  feet  long,  four- 
teen inches  wide  and  sixteen  inches  high ; 
(there  are  frequently  no  two  of  the  same 
dimensions),  ami  such  a  coop  would  hold  ten 
birds.  The  coops  are  upon  legs  of  about  three 
feet  length,  the  droppings  falling  through  the 
slat  bottom  of  the  coop  upon  the  ground 
beneath.  A  "V  "  shaped  trough  is  suspended 
in  front,  in  which  the  food  is  placed,  the 
trough  supports  being  loops  of  wire  which 
permits  of  the  trough  being  swung  up  onto 
the  top  of  the  coop  out  of  the  way,  the  uneaten 
food  having  first  been  removed  by  the  scrape 
of  a  pointed  wooden  paddle.  The  food  is 
coarse  buckwheat  meal,  (crushed  buckwheat) 
mixed  with  sweet  buttermilk  into  a  mush,  fed 
twice  a  day  all  they  will  eat. 

After  the  shed  full  of  birds  goes  to  market 
the  coops  are  moved  out,  cleaned  and  lime- 
washed  (whitewashed),  the  droppings  care- 
fully removed,  and  the  shed,  ground  and  all, 
thoroughly  limewashed  and  made  ready  for 
another  lot  of  chicks.  Limewash  is  very  freely 
Used  about  a  fattening  establishment.  Young 
ducks  are  bought  and  fattened  in  practically 
the  same  manner,  the  food  being  buckwheat 
meal  and  sweet  buttermilk.  That  this  Belgian 
specially  fattened  poultry  is  very  popular,  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  such  enormous  quan- 
tities of  it  are  sold  ;  nor  is  the  demund  for  it 
wholly  Belgian.  Considerable  is  ordered  from 
foreign  parts,  and  one  dealer  in  Brussels,  M. 
Stucken,  has  an  order  for  five  hundred  birds 
per  day  from  far  off  Berliu.  Query — Why 
don't  the  thrifty  Germans  raise  and  fatten 
those  birds  there  at  home?  That  five  hundred 
birds  a  day  shipped  to  that  market  is  an  excel- 
lent illustration  of  quality  influencing  (increas- 
ing) consumption ! 

The  better  to  get  at  the  story  of  poultry 
raising  and  fattening,  we  spent  two  days  out 
iu  the  country,  driving  nearly  thirty  miles  ou 
one  day,  walking  ten  or  a  dozen  miles  on  the 
other,  visiting  farmhouses  and  peasants'  cot- 
tages. M.  Van  der  SnU'kt  bad  told  US  that 
every  other  man  oue  would  meet  in  Belgium 
is  either  a  poultry,  pigeon  or  rabbit  fancier  — 
and  certainly  what  we  saw  ou  our  travels  con- 
firmed his  statement.  Of  pigeons  there  are 
enormous  quantities  raised,  usually  but  a  few 
(two  or  three  pairs)  in  a  place;  even  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  cities  we  saw  them  in  large 
basket  coops  hung  out  at  the  back  of  almost 
every  house.  These  men  are  very  keeu 
fanciers,  too,  paying  long  prices  for  good 
birds.  We  were  told  that  English  or  American 
fanciers  would  sometimes  order  a  pair  of 
pigeons,  Homers  for  instance,  sending  one 
hundred  francs  ($20)  for  them,  and  then 
grumble  because  they  did  not  get  the  best. 
The  reason  is  the  Belgian  fanciers  are  ready 
to  pay  two  hundred,  three  hundred,  or  even 
five  hundred  francs  for  "  the  best,''  and  of 
course  the  foreign  buyer  does  not  get  them. 
In  one  small  town  which  we  visited ,  Merchtem , 
there  are  six  societies  of  pigeon  fanciers. 
This  well  illustrates  the  keenness  of  the 
fancier  interest.  On  one  farm  which  wc 
visited  there  were  fine  Homer  pigeons  which 
had  been  bred  iu  an  unbroken  line  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years. 

The  same  is  true  of  rabbits.  The  "  Giant 
rabbit  "  (or  Belgian  hare,  as  it  is  called  in 
America)  is  bred  in  perfection  by  some  of 
those  peasants,  who  have  but  two  or  three 
pairs.  M.  Van  der  Snickt  said  it  was  a  note- 
worthy fact  that  a  mau  with  not  more  than 
two  does  bred  better  rabbits  than  the  man 


who  bred  on  a  larger  scale,  and  that  the  two- 
doe  breeder  was  the  most  likely  to  win  the 
coveted  first  priz. 9  at  the  show. 

One  of  the  small  rabbit  and  poultl'V  breeders 
that  we  stopped  to  see  lives  in  the  outskirts  of 
Malines.  He  being  employed  as  stamp  can- 
celing clerk  iu  the  postoflice,  his  iuteiiigent 
little  daughter  showed  us  about,  and  answered 
M.  Van  der  Snickt's  questions.  In  the  i!ttie 
back  garden  were  ranged  coops  of  HamburgS, 
Silver  Sebright,  Golden  Sebright,  and  Japan- 
ese Bantams;  and  iu  the  little  outhouse  two  or 
three  Giant  rabbits.  The  birds  were  splendid 
specimens  of  their  varieties,  and  would  take 
high  place  In.  our  largest  shows.  I  asked  M. 
Van  der  Snickt  w  hat  would  be  the  price  of 
such  birds.  He  repeated  the  question  to  the 
girl,  who  replied,  "They  are  not  for  scl. — 
they  are  his  pleasure.''  That,  we  found,  was 
almost  always  the  attitude.  The  birds  are  not 
bred  for  the  money  they  will  fetch,  but  solely 
for  the  owner's  pleasure  or  recreation,  and  his 
"fancier"  instinct  is  his  greatest  delight. 
There  are  magnificent  birds  in  Belgium;  but 
a  buyer  in  search  of  such  would  find  it  very 
difficult  to  buy,  for  two  reasons:  the  owner 
wants  to  keep  them  himself ;  and  if  they  are 
for  sale  some  neighbor  would  doubtless  pay 
two  or  three  or  five  times  as  much  as  the 
stranger.  Thai  absence  of  the  commercial 
spirit  is  surprising  to  a  man  not  a  "  fancier," 
whose  not  unnatural  thought  is,  "  Where  is 
the  profit?"  The  pleasure  of  working,  plan- 
ning, scheming  to  breed  birds  to  win  the 
coveted  first  prize,  to  have  "  the  best," —  that 
is  the  true  fancier  spirit;  it  never  seems  to 
occur  to  him  that  the  first  prize  record  has  a 
commercial  value. 

But  we  are  wandering  away  from  the 
"  practical"  poultry  !  My  note  book  has  three 
or  four  pages  of  memoranda  such  as  this: 
"  Workman's  cottage,  about  a  dozen  fowls, 
Coucous,  seventy-live  to  a  hundred  chicks,  has 
already  sold  about  two  hundred,  and  will  raise 
some  more;  three  hens  sitting;"  or  this: 
"Peasant  farmer,  twenty  fowls,  Coucous; 
sixty  to  seventy  chicks  now;  sold  nearly  four 
hundred  ;  puts  about  twenty  chicks  w  ith  a  hen 
out  under  the  hedge,  hen  in  coop,  chicks  run 
at  large."  It  would  be  wearying  to  quote  page 
after  page  of  such,  because  they  are  almost 
exactly  alike.  Atone  place  we  found  the  man 
more  energetic  than  his  neighbors.  He  hud 
sold  three  hundred  and  fifty  chickens  already, 
and  had  about  four  hundred  more  scattered 
about  under  the  hedgerows  ;  and  this  man  sold 
last  year  four  thousand  francs  (§300)  worth  of 
chickens  to  the  fatteners.  This  man  kept  but 
about  twenty  breeding  birds,  all  good  Coucous; 
but  had  forty  or  fifty  common  hens  for  sitters 
and  mothers.  He  had  sold  chickens  the  last 
of  March  and  first  of  April  at  fifteen  francs 
($:i)  the  pair, jdst about  the  time  his  neighbors 
were  thinking  of  setting  some  heiis.  Asked 
how  he  got  broody  hens  in  January, —  "they 
are  early  pullet*  that  come  to  laying  in  Sep- 
tember, and  then  are  certain  to  be  broody  early 
in  January.  It 3s-<ho  euriy  obickKH.s  that  pay 
the  big  profits .'  " 

That  sounded  surprisingly  like  something  I 
had  heard  before,  namely,  "  Hatch  the  chick- 
ens early;  keep  them  growing  so  they  shall 
reach  laying  maturity  by  October;  then  keep 
them  laying  by  good  care  and  good  food."  It 
was  just  a  bit  flattering  to  come  upon  this 
striking  confirmation  of  our  well  worn  motto 
in  this  far  otf  country.  This  peasant  farmer 
had  learned  that  it  was  the  early  hatched 
chickens  that  fetched  the  big  prices,  and  the 
early  hatched  pullets  of  a  year  before  went 
broody  iu  time  to  give  him  the  early  chickens 
which  sold  for  three  dollars  a  pair — and  he 
had  sold  8800  worth  of  chickens  last  year. 
That  man  is  prospering,  and  yet  it  is  quite 
possible  there  would  be  a  doubting  Jacobs 
thereabouts,  who  would  shrug  his  shoulders 
and  say: — "It  is  not  true  — no  one  sells 
chickens  at  fifteen  francs  a  pair!"  (Note. 
We  learned  later  that  the  record  price  is 
seventeen  francs). 

One  of  the  most  pleasuruble  calls  that  we 
made  was  upon  a  schoolmaster  who  lives  at  a 
cross  roads,  with  but  one  other  house  in  sight. 
Where  the  fifty  or  sixty  children  who  came 
flocking  out  of  the  schoolroom  came  from,  we 
don't  know,  and  we  were  so  much  interested 
in  the  thrifty  garden  and  three  hundred  or 
more  chickens  running  about  we  didn't  think 
to  inquire.  This  schoolmaster  raises  four 
hundred  or  five  hundred  chickens  each  year, 
in  spring  only, —  not  in  winter,— and  is  aiming 
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Last  and  always  advertised  as  a  true  blood  puri- 
fier, the  most  wonderful  cures  on  record  are 
made  and  the  greatest  sales  are  won  by 

Hoods 

Sarsaparilla 


Be  sure  to 
get  Hood's, 
only  Hood's 


Hood's  Pills  cure  all  liver  ills,  biliousness. 


BREEDING  STOCK 

For  Sale. 


Having  finished  batching  for  ilils  season,  I  will  sell 
tho  Block  I  have  bred  from  in  lots  to  stilt.  Must  lie 
Bold  to  make  room  for  the  youngsters. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  F.jrjf  Strain;  "the  business  fowl  of  the 
19lh  century.'-) 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Brown  Egg,  Prolific  Laying  Stock.) 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 

BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

Profitable  Poultry  Farming,  35  wills. 

A  Living;  from  Poultry,  25  cents. 

Money  ill  Hens,  25  cents. 

The  four  I  ks  for  SI. OO.  Address 

MICHAEL,  K.  BOYEIt,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 


Poultry 
Supplies] 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Bone  Cutlers,  Incubators,  { 
<  rusbed  Oyster  Sbells  and  other  Grits,  t> 

(iroiilicl  .Me:it  Meals,  Beef  Seiaps.  lione,  I 
Drinking  Fountains,  Feeding  Puns,  B 
Poultry  Netting,  Condition  Powder, etc.  S 

Cut  Clover  Hay 

Ready  for  use,  I 

At  $2  per  IOO  pound  Sack. 

Large  Illustrated  Catalogue  free.  * 

HARVEY  SEED  CO.,  I 

&19  Ellicott  St„  Buffalo,  N.Y.  | 


THE  IMPROVED 


VICTOR 

INCUBATOR 


^Hatches  Chickens  by  Steam 
''Absolutely  self-reKuIn  line. 

The  simplest,    most  reliable, 
and  cheapest  first -class  Hatcher 
in  the  market.   Circulars  free. 
«tO.  ERTEL  CO.,  Ciuincy,  III. 


FRESH  CUT  BONE 

MEAT  FOR  POULTRY, 

Also  Beef  Scraps,  O.  K.  Animal  Food.  Ovster  Shells, 
Fish  Meal,  Granulated  ISoue,  Steamed  Meat.  Grit, 
etc.  Address, 

BARTLETT  &  HOLMES, 
Springfield,  Mass. 

"Worcester,  Mass. 


C.  A.  I5AKTLETT 

Send  for  catalogue. 


LORD'S 

Black  Langshans. 

IOO  good  breeding  hens,  1  and  2  Years  old,  $1  each, 

lu  lots  of  6  or  more. 
25  choice  breeding  liens,  1  and  2  years  old,  52  each 

in  Lots  Of  3  or  more. 
Correspondence  solicited.   Cash  must  accompanv 
order.     J.  H.  LOKD,  Box  Sfi,  Lawrence,  Mask. 
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to  improve  the  stock  of  his  section  by  dis- 
tributing good  males,  etc.,  about  among  the 
farmers.  A  part  of  his  fowls  and  chickens 
were  running  through  a  plantation  of  hard 
pine,  which  people  set  out  in  that  part  of 
Belgium  to  reclaim  the  barren  sandy  soil.  We 
were  told  that  poultry  raising  had  been  a  great 
aid  to  the  reclaiming  of  those  barrens;  it  is 
most  certainly  a  great  aid  to  the  small  farmers 
and  laborers  of  Belgium,  bringing  them  many 
a  comfort,  even  luxury,  of  which  they  could 
otherwise  only  dream. 

Incubators  they  do  not  use,  and  have  only  a 
dim  idea  of.  They  raised  their  hands  in  aston- 
ishment when  M.  Van  der  Snickt  told  them 
"Herr  Docteur  Americaiue"  had  five  hundred 
laying  fowls  at  home,  and  two  thousand  chick- 
ens when  he  came  away,  aud  used  incubators 
of  a  capacity  of  eighteen  hundred  eggs  at  one 
time.  It  was  of  little  use  to  attempt  to  explain 
that  there  were  not  a  few  poultry  and  duck 
farms  of  much  larger  capacity  in  America — 
the  size  of  ours  was  sufficienly  astonishing  to 
them. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  M.  De  Boy,  of  Merch- 
tem,  who  spent  part  of  a  day  in  piloting  us 
about  amongst  the  po-ultry  aud  pigeon  growers 
of  that  neighborhood  ;  and  M.  Leopold  Sas,  of 
Marines,  who  put  a  span  of  horses  to  a  car- 
riage and  drove  with  us  a  circuit  of  over 
twenty-five  miles  about  there.  M.  Sas  keeps 
a  large  livery  establishment  at  Malines,  and  is 
a  thorough  fancier,  his  garden  being  orna- 
mented with  coops  of  fowls  and  pigeons,  of 
which  he  has  some  extremely  tine  specimens. 
One  room  of  his  residence  is  adorned  with 
cuts  of  almost  all  known  varieties  of  fowls  aud 
pigeons,  a  richly  carved  cabinet  in  the  corner 
displaying  a  fine  collection  of  prize  medals  he 
has  won  at  many  shows. 

The  crowning  pleasure  of  our  trip,  however, 
was  a  day  passed  upon  the  estate  of  M.  Chas. 
Moons  of  Calmpthout  (and  Antwerp).  M. 
Moons  is  a  gentleman  farmer,  who  lives  in 
Antwerp,  but  has  a  large  estate  (about  four 
hundred  acres)  some  ten  miles  north  of  that 
city,  and  close  up  to  the  Holland  line.  The 
country  thereabouts  is  sandy  barrens,  of  very 
little  value,  the  surface  sand  being  underlaid 
by  an  almost  iron  crust  subsoil.  M.  Moons 
determined  to  improve  his  property,  as  an 
object  lesson,  and  built  a  fine  chateau,  stables, 
poultry  buildings,  etc.,  planted  the  land  with 
trees,  shrubbery,  etc.,  and  now  has  a  perfect 
paradise  of  a  country  residence.  To  plant  the 
land  successfully  it  has  to  be  all  dug  over  and 
the  layer  of  hard  subsoil  broken  through,  then 
with  fertilization  aud  good  cultivation  it  pro- 
duces good  crops. 

M.  Moons  is  a  great  poultry,  pig,  cattle  and 
horse  breeder,  exhibitor  and  judge,  and  showed 
us  such  a  quantity  of  gold  aud  silver  medals 
he  had  won  in  Belgium,  England,  France  and 
Germany.  In  poultry  he  had  about  two 
hundred  ducks,  of  which  about  eighty  were 
breeding  ducks,  Aylesbury,  Rouen  and  Cay- 
uga ;  aud  of  young  chickens  about  six  hundred 
running  in  and  out  amongst  the  shrubbery. 
He  sells  many  little  chickens  and  ducks  to  the 
people  about  to  improve  the  stock  of  the  peas- 
ants, and  encourage  them  in  getting  started ; 
had  sold  about  eighteen  hundred  chickens  at 
time  of  our  visit,  getting  a  franc  (twenty 
cents)  each  for  them  at  eight  to  ten  days  old. 
These  chickens  were  hatched  in  incubators 
(Hearson's),  and  were  mostly  Campines,  for 
egg  production. 

The  principal  breeds  of  fowls  he  keeps  are 
Campines,  (Silver  and  Golden),  Coucou  de 
Malines,  Houdans,  Creve  Cours,  Black  Minor- 
cas,  Black  Langshans,  La  Bresse,  Games, 
Courtes,  Pattes,  Creepers,  Bantams,  etc.,  also 
Guinea  fowls,  Toulouse  geese  aud  Bronze 
turkeys.  He  has  kept  as  many  as  fifty-eight 
different  breeds  of  poultry,  but  is  reducing 
them  to  the  more  purely  useful  breeds.  He 
had  perhaps  eight  hundred  head  of  fowls  of 
different  kinds,  and  was  getting  some  five 
hundred  eggs  a  day  at  the  time  of  our  visit. 
We  were  surprised  to  learn  that  none  of  these 
eggs  are  sold.  A  portion  are  used  for  hatch- 
ing, but  the  bulk  of  them  are  fed  to  calves, 
five  eggs,  raw,  beaten  up  shells  and  all, making 
a  good  meal  for  a  calf.  After  a  look  through 
the  stables,  piggery  and  poultry  houses,  we 
walked  down  one  of  the  long  avenues  into  the 
woods,  aud  found  there  a  small  house  from 
which  was  released  fourteen  Silver  Cam  pine 
hens  and  a  cock,  his  selected  breeding  pen,  off 
there  in  the  wood  an  eighth  of  a  mile  at  least 
from  any  other  buildings.    Magnificent  birds 


they  were,  every  one  worthy  of  a  "  first "  in 
a  great  show ;  and  no  inconsiderable  amount 
of  admiration  was  lavished  upon  them.  We 
were  not  surprised  to  be  told  that  every  egg 
from  that  pen  went  into  the  incubators  or 
under  hens. 

In  one  of  the  pens  we  saw  a  magnificent 
Golden  Campine  cock  for  which  M.  Moons 
had  refused  one  hundred  aud  fifty  francs,  a 
Black  Minorca  cock  for  which  a  large  sum  had 
been  paid,  and  other  birds  of  various  kinds, — 
the  best  that  can  be  bred  or  money  can  buy. 
Two  or  three  of  the  bulls  were  led  out  for  our 
admiration,  and  one  monster  Holstein  heifer, 
which  weighs  two  thousand  pounds,  and 
which  M.  Moons  bought  in  Holland,  as  a  calf 
two  years  ago ;  and  the  Berkshire  and  York- 
shire swine;  one  sow  of  the  Berkshire  variety 
has  won  twenty  first  prizes.  Not  only  does 
M.  Moons  breed  prize  animals  and  birds,  but 
his  fruit  and  flower  gardens  are  celebrated ; 
one  vegetable  aud  fruit  garden  through  which 
we  walked  having  four  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  different  kinds  of  vegetables  and  fruits 
growing  in  it — and  the  man  who  has  special 
charge  of  it  can  neither  read  nor  write,  keep- 
ing his  memorauda  as  to  individuals  by  certain 
signs  and  his  memory. 

Space  will  not  permit  us  to  mention  all  the 
things  we  saw ;  but  we  noted  hay  from  South 
America  and  corn  from  the  western  United 
States  mixed  with  beet  root  and  cocoa  hulls 
for  the  food  ration  for  the  cattle,  (the  beet 
root  is  from  the  sugar  factories) ;  also  the  large 
ring  eyeleted  onto  the  ears  of  the  pedigreed 
bulls,  the  ring  having  to  be  cut  out  and 
returned  to  the  officials  of  the  bureau  of 
agriculture  when  the  animal  is  killed.  In 
our  poultry  talks  M.  Moons  said  he  frequently 
received  orders  for  fowls  from  America,  both 
North  and  South ;  had  shipped  by  last  week's 
steamers  one  lot  to  Brazil,  and  another  to 
Arkansas,  U.  S.  He  considers  the  Silver 
Campines  better  than  the  Golden,  because  they 
are  slightlylarger  and  lay  larger  eggs.  Whilst 
size  of  eggs  was  under  discussion  he  excused 
himself  for  a  moment,  and  slipped  into  a  pen 
to  fetch  four  eggs  of  Silver  Campines,  which 
for  size  and  fine  appearance  would  be  not 
easy  to  match.  He  remarked,  "It  is  early; 
they  have  laid  but  the  four  so  far  today,"  and 
we  couldn't  but  wonder  at  their  feeding  such 
splendid  eggs  to  calves.  The  calves  were 
"splendid,"  too!  Perhaps  the  splendid  eggs 
assist  in  the  making  of  splendid  calves. 

M.  Moons  has  forty-five  men  at  work  there 
on  his  farm,  and  leaves  Antwerp  at  five  o'clock 
each  morning  to  go  to  it,  returning  to  Antwerp 
in  season  to  dine  with  his  family  in  the  even- 
ing. Whilst  chatting  about  shipping  stock  to 
foreign  parts,  he  told  how  an  unscrupulous  man 
had  written  to  customers  of  his  whose  names 
he  had  got  from  seeing  the  coops  on  the  quay 
to  go  on  the  steamer,  aud  shipped  birds  at  a 
lower  price  than  he  would  sell  them  for,  going 
to  the  market  and  buying  the  birds  he  found 
there,  and  shipping  them  off  as  Campines. 
We  wonder  if  any  Farm-Poultry  readers 
have  been  so  swindled. 

But  our  pleasant  day  at  M.  Moons'  came  to 
an  end,  and  we  hurried  off  to  Antwerp  to 
catch  the  evening  boat  for  England.  The 
purely  egg  side  of  the  poultry  business 
received  very  little  attention  on  this  trip ;  but 
the  writer  promised  himself  (and  promised  M. 
Van  der  Snickt,  also),  that  he  would  run  over 
to  Brussels  again  next  month,  to  see  the  poul- 
try show  then,  and  learn  something  about 
eggs.  H. 


"  All  At  Once,  and  Nothing  First." 

Not  long  ago  a  case  came  under  our  observa- 
tion which  illustrated  excellently  a  point  we 
have  often  tried  to  make — that  fowls  may  do 
well  for  a  time  under  improper  treatment,  but 
must  inevitably  succumb  to  it.  One  of  our 
neighbors  has  kept,  since  last  fall,  thirteen  Wh. 
Wyandottes  in  a  house  aud  yard  not  large 
enough  for  more  than  half  that  number,  and 
has  triumphantly  pointed  to  the  egg  yield  and 
the  condition  of  his  flock  to  show  that  our 
theories(?)  were  all  wrong.  We  have  insisted 
that  time  would  demonstrate  that  our  method 
was  correct.  And  it  has.  He  came  to  us  one 
morning  in  great  distress.  His  chickens,  old 
and  young,  were  all  sick.  He  had  over  eighty 
young  chicks,  where  he  had  room  for  forty  or 
fifty,  and  about  a  dozen  of  the  oldest  chicks 
had  been  crowded  in  with  the  old  fowls. 


While  regretting  the  loss  to  our  neighbor, 
we  were  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  study  a 
case  for  the  benefit  of  Farm-Poultry  read- 
ers. In  giving  suggestions  to  owners  of  sick 
fowls  by  letter  or  through  our  "  Correspond- 
ents' Column"  we  are  often  handicapped  by 
being  unable  to  get  all  the  information  needed 
to  properly  diagnose  the  case.  Here  we  had 
the  opportunity  to  investigate  thoroughly,  and 
we  made  the  most  of  it.  The  chicks  had 
symptoms  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  Dr. 
Sanborn,  in  Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  says : 
"  Hens  often  have  diarrhoea  as  the  result  of 
improper  feeding.  The  feeding  heavy  one  day 
aud  light  the  next  upsets  digestion,  aud  irri- 
tates both  crop  and  bowels.  Filthy  houses, 
damp  location,  stagnant  drinking  water  cause 
diarrhaja." 

"  Diarrhoea  is  also  caused  in  chicks  by  feed- 
iug  too  coarse,  half-cooked  food.  Too  much 
bran  in  mash,  or  simply  mixing  it  with  warm 
water,  often  leads  to  bowel  troubles.  •  •  •  A 
sudden  shower  sometimes  so  chills  the  chicks 
that  catarrh  of  the  bowels  follows." 

Of  dysentery  he  says :  "  This  is  character- 
ized by  a  watery  discharge,  streaked  with 
more  or  less  blood.  It  is  a  filth  disease.  •  •  • 
The  feediug  upon  filthy  ground,  or  being 
obliged  to  drink  water  in  which  the  droppings 
of  the  hens  has  fallen,  will  at  times  bring  on 
this  disease." 

These  chickens  were  overcrowded,  and  the 
soil  in  the  yards  had  become  saturated  with 
filth.  The  droppings  were  swept  up  fre- 
quently; but  sweeping  will  not  purify  the 
ground.  Though  the  hens  were  laying  well 
(eight  or  nine  eggs  a  day  from  a  dozen  hens) 
aud  the  chicks  healthy  looking,  all  were  ripe 
for  disease.  Improper  care  had  taken  the 
stamina  from  them,  and  they  readily  yielded 
to  slight  additions  to  the  disease  breeding  con- 
ditions. 

The  hens  had  been  fed  on  hard  grain 
(wheat)  mostly,  and  kept  confined.  The  grain 
supply  ran  out,  and  they  were  turned  out  on  a 
hot  evening  to  fill  their  crops  with  soft  young 
clover,  then  given  a  feed  of  coarse  bran  mixed 
w  ith  warm  water  aud  some  corn.  During  the 
night  a  heavy  shower  fell,  and  the  tempera- 
ture went  down  many  degrees.  The  chicks 
had  likewise  been  fed  clover  and  bran,  aud 
been  chilled  by  the  sudden  change  in  tem- 
perature. When  the  owner  of  the  flock  came 
out  to  attend  to  his  fowls  in  the  morning  he 
found  them  a  sorry  looking  lot.  All  moped 
around,  heads  looked  dull,  feathers  ruffled  and 
soiled ;  all  had  diarrhoea  in  some  form,  aud 
most  of  them  refused  food,  or  ate  but  sparingly. 
Some  had  fever,  and  drank  to  excess  when 
permitted  to  do  so. 

We  advised  giving  all  the  fowls  boiled  milk 
to  drink,  feeding  the  old  fowls  on  hard  wheat 
aud  the  young  on  well  baked  corn  bread  and 
wheat.  We  also  suggested  the  spading  up  of 
the  yards,  and  either  building  additioual  coops 
or  disposing  of  a  part  of  the  stock.  A  few  of 
both  hens  and  chicks  died,  and  when  these 
were  examined  the  crops  were  found  to  con- 
tain in  a  state  of  fermentation  the  clover  eaten 
several  days  before.  The  rest  recovered 
slowly,  aud  we  venture  to  prophesy  that  it 
will  take  many  weeks  of  good  care  to  put  them 
in  proper  shape  again. 

The  general  rules  of  housing,  yarding  aud 
feeding  fowls  used  by  experienced  poultry- 
men  are  based  on  fundamental  hygienic  prin- 
ciples, and  cannot  be  disregarded  with  impu- 
nity. They  may  be  ignored  for  a  time  without 
perceptibly  affecting  the  health  of  the  fowls, 
but  the  punishment  for  disregarding  the  laws 
of  health,  though  slow,  is  always  sure.  Though 
the  process  may  be  hidden,  a  building  is  as 
effectually  demolished  by  undermining  as  by 
tearing  down  the  walls.  In  feeding  aud  hauci- 
ling  them  too  many  work  with  the  idea  that 
whatever  does  not  kill  fowls  outright— iustan- 
ter,  is  good  for  them.  Then  when  they  have 
ruined  the  constitutions  of  their  fowls  by 
injudicious  treatment,  and  the  flock  goes  to 
pieces  like  the  one  hoss  shay,  they  write  to 
us  for  a  remedy  by  return  mail. 

Prevention  is  better  than  cure.  The  nastiest 
job  a  poultrymau  ever  has  is  doctoring  sick 
fowls,  and  an  editor's  most  unwelcome  task  is 
teliiug  him  how  to  do  it.  Fowls  will  get  sick 
occasionally,  and  occasionally  medicines  will 
do  them  good  ;  but  when  people  go  to  as  much ' 
trouble  to  prevent  disease  as  they  do  in  trying 
to  cure  it  there  will  not  be  one  sick  fowl  where 
today  there  are  ten. 
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THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT.  u2S 

for  poultry  houses,  coops,  fences,  roosts,  nest  boxes, 
feed  troughs  and  other  necessaries  for  the  poultry 
yard,  with  practical  information  on  their  construc- 
tion. Price  25  cents. 

PfJR  RFPfiRfl  AND  POULTRY 

coo  nr_uunu  account  book. 

Most  simple,  practical,  and  easily  kept  book  of  the 
kind;  for  one  or  ten  yards.  Price 25 cents, 
dough's  Book  on  Wyandottes,  Illustrated,  15c. 
Clough's  Book  on  Bantams,  illustrated,  15c. 
Incubators  and  Brooders.  How  to  make  them,  25c. 
ThePlymoutu  Rock,  (Clough)  illustrated,  15c. 

POULTRY  GUIDE  ?&t^ff<£S^I„£ 

plies.  Contains  a  lot  of  valuable  information.  Free 
with  each  order  of  any  of  the  above  books. 

II.  A.  KUgHS,  Box.  4i;0C,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

MINORCAS. 

BLACK     AND  WHITE. 

At  Utica,  N.Y.,  in  strong  competition,  my  birds 
won  four  first,  five  second,  three  third,  five  fourth 
prizes.  J.  W.  DOUD, 

 Turin,  N.  Y. 

INCUBATORS 

The  OLENTANGT  Incubator 
has  proved  to  be  the  best.  Have 
taken  prize  after  prize.  Brood- 
ers only  85.00.  Before  buying 
elsewhere,  send  for  free  de- 
scription and  testimonials. 
Also  breeder  of  40  varieties  of 
high-class  poultry.   110  yards. 
110  houses.  Address 
G.  S.  SINGER,  Cardiogton,  0. 


The  only  reliable  Lotion  positively  preventing 
Flies,  Gnats  and  Insects  of  every  description 
from  annoying  Horses  and  Cattle.  Soothing  and 
Healing  if  applied  to  sores.  Applied  to  cows  it 
secures  gains  in  Flesh  and  Milk. >- Guaranteed 
Pure,  Harmlessand  Effective.  Gallon  Can,  $1.50; 
K  Gallon  $1  00 ;  Quarts,  50c.  Beware  of  imitat- 
ions. 

Selling  Agents,  JOS.  BEECK  &  SONS,  Corp., 
47—54  No.  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


P. 

Powder  Drives  Quickly 

is  neither  poisonous  nor  explo- 
sive but  is  fatal  to  vermin.  Fleas 
and  lice  drop  instantly  dead.  It 
is  also   the    best  disinfectant 

Don't  waste 
time  experi- 
menting with 
the  other  kinds 
but  send  direct 
to  us  or  ask 
your  dealer  to 

D. 

known  tor  hos- 
pitals, stables, 
kennels,  poul- 
try houses  and 
every  place 
where  vermin 
can  lodpe 

get  it  for  you.  We  have  a  list  of 
terms  and  testimonials  that  is 
yours  for  the  asking.  Scatter 
P.  D.  Q.  in  furniture  and  around 
edges  of  carpets.  Worcester 
Compound  Co..  Worcester. 

Q. 

EASTER  EGGS.. 

EG09  FOR  HATCHING— EGGS  I, 
FOR  MARKET— doubled  in  I 
quantity  and  improved  inl 
quality  by  feeding  hensf 
green  cut  bone  pre- 
pared by  our  GREENi 
BONE    CUTTER.iL  „ 
Only  cutter  awarded-^-^""^  premium  at 
World's  Fair.  Cuts  easier,  finer 
and  faster  than  others.  FREE 
circular  and  prices.  Address.... 

WEBSTER  &  HANNUM, 

CAZENOVIA.  NEW  YORK. 
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l'ufriotii*  l\>ultr>  ineu. 

Vrvtn  P  uitry1  Kiiy..  we  •.-lip  the  following 
artiete: 

"  Vnifi  cation  of  the  Type  of  Fowls." 
••[If  there  be  .nuouc  our  readers  any  who 
boM  drnily  to  the  opinion  that  no  matter  what 
a  foreign  fowl  may  be,  it  is  invariably 
improved  after  an  introduction  to  Eu^rlish 
var\l*.  they  hail  better  leave  the  perusal  of  the 
following  article  to  those  who  require  some- 
thing more  than  the  ordinary  to  shock  their 
sensibilities. — Ed.] 

•Under  this  title  a  Helgian  journal.  Echo  ih' 
FElerage,  published  a  long  article  in  which 
it  dwells  at  length  on  the  superiority  of  the 
English  system  of  rearing  over  the  Erench. 
We  tnade  special  note  of  the  seutence,  •'  There 
is  a  fact  one  cannot  deny  .  it  is  that  the  Eng- 
lish are  our  masters  iu  the  art  of  aviculture: 
it  would  be  impolite  not  to  agree."  •  We  are 
quite  ready  to  admit  this.  Yes!  Everything 
we  receive  from  England  is  first  class:  Lang- 
shan>.  IH>rkings,  etc.,  etc,  are  all  excellent. 
But  to  jump  from  this  to  the  assertion  that 
only  the  English  are  capable  of  improving 
breeds  of  fowls  is  too  much,  and  no  serious 
keeper  would  entertain  the  argument.  We 
possess  the  l>est  breeds  in  existence,  but  the 
misfortune,  the  great  misfortune  is  that  we 
are  not  English. 

1  In  France  people  accept  with  regretable 
satisfaction  everything  from  the  other  side  of 
the  channel  as  something  superior  to  anything 
to  I*  found  in  this  country.  This  state  of 
things  has,  however,  existed  for  some  years, 
and  we  patronize  all  the  fowls  of  foreign  origin. 
When  one  says  Leghorn,  Wyandottes,  nothing 
need  be  added,  and  yet  our  fowls  can  well  l>ear 
comparison  with  these  breeds. 

•What  is  the  Leghorn?  A  breed  neither 
valuable  nor  reeommendable,  with  no  good 
quality  but  that  of  being  a  good  layer.  With 
this  exception  we  may  say  the  bird  is  small, 
its  fle>h  al>ominable,  and  Its  appearance  bad. 
Yet  the  Italians  and  English  have  fouud  means 
to  inundate  our  farms  to  such  an  extent  that 
our  good  farm  hen  is  now  almost  lost.  It  is 
astonishing  to  see  our  keepers  persist  in 
improving  foreign  breeds  and  treat  others 
with  neglect. 

Let  the  English  study  their  own  fowls. 
Good',  but  let  them  not  interfere  with  those 
thev  have  not  created.  If  by  chance  they 
devote  their  attention  to  our  superb  fowls, 
under  pretext  of  improving  them,  they  destroy 
their  existing  qualities  by  valueless  crosses 
which  simply  deprive  the  birds  of  all  merit. 
Such  is  the  ca»e  with  the  famous  English 
Houdan,  some  specimens  of  which  appeared 
at  several  of  our  shows.  It  was  said  that  the 
bird  was  better  than  the  Erench  Houdan, 
bigser,etc.  But  if  on  the  one  hand  the  size  was 
increased,  on  the  other  fertility  and  precocity 
were  decreased,  and  the  graceful  forms  of  the 
Houdan  were  made  clumsy.  Fortunately  we 
do  not  believe  that  this  famous  variety  may 
some  day  surpass  the  French  Houdan ;  far 
from  it;  and  we  think  it  will  retire  into  the 
shade  whence  it  should  never  have  emerged. 

•Let  us,  then,  apply  ourselves  to  improve 
what  we  have  by  wise  selection  in  accordance 
with  this  axiom — "  The  best  is  that  produced 
at  home.'— L'Aciculture." 

The  American  poultryman  whose  breast  has 
swelled  with  a  proper  and  patriotic  pride  as 
he  p-ad  the  article  on  "American  Breeds  for 
Americans,"  now  going  the  rounds  of  the 
poultrv  papers,  will  be  able  to  sympathize 
with  the  French  editor,  who  thus  feelingly 
pours  out  his  tale  of  woe,  particularly  if  he 
happens  to  have  read  also  Mr.  Hunter's 
account  of  the  w  ay  the  English  breeders  are 
improving  our  Wyandottes  and  Plymouth 
Rocks. 


I>elays  Are  Dangerous. 

You  are  going  to  build  that  new  house  this 
year?  Push  it  along!  Have  it  all  ready  for 
the  chicks  as  early,  at  least,  as  the  middle  of 
September.  Don't  let  the  cold  fall  rains  find 
vour  house  still  unfinished  and  the  chicks 
crowded  in  the  roosting  coops.  The  rains 
come  sometimes  early,  sometimes  late.  You 
can't  regulate  them;  you  can  regulate  your 
building  operations.  It  will  do  no  harm  to  be 
ahead  of  time  with  them,  and  it  may  make  the 
difference  between  profit  and  loss  with  the 


flock  next  winter.  Expose  your  growing 
pullets  to  chills  and  dampness  just  as  they 
approach  laying  maturity,  ami  you  will  find  it 
a  difficult  matter  to  get  eggs  from  them  in 
November  and  December. 

Push  the  work  along!  have  the  house  ready, 
tight,  dry  and  comfortable.  Theu  with  the 
first  sign  of  approaching  winter  you  can  get 
the  youug  stock  into  it  Without  delay. 


An  Interesting  Letter. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  noticed  from  time  to 
time  in  the  columns  of  your  valued  paper  dis- 
cussions by  your  readers  in  regard  to  eggs  for 
hatching  which  had  been  shipped  by  express, 
aud  had  not  turned  out  as  well  as  the  parties 
eanoenwd  had  desired.  Generally  the  con- 
signee would  blame  the  shipper  for  sending 
him  poor  eggs;  while  the  latter  would  accuse 
the  receiver  of  not  giving  the  eggs  proper 
care.  Both  would  seem  to  be  justified  in  their 
positions,  as  each  would  be  getting  first  class 
hatches  from  eggs  raised  and  set  iu  their  own 
yards.  Is  it  not  probable  that  the  entire 
trouble  iu  cases  of  this  kind  lies  iu  the  ship- 
ment of  the  eggs?  We  know  that  rough  hand- 
ling will  kill  the  germ  or  in  some  manner 
render  the  egg  unfit  for  batching;  and  my 
impression  is  that  Invariably  when  cases  of 
this  kind  occur,  both  parties  have  given  the 
eggs  their  most  careful  attention — but  the 
necessary  jar  and  jolting  the  eggs  have  been 
subjected  to  while  iu  transit  have  ruptured 
the  contents  of  the  eggs  so  they  would  not 
hatch. 

The  plan  for  poultry  house  given  in  your 
issue  of  May  1st,  is  excellent;  but  I  would 
suggest  that  the  position  of  the  water  pan  is 
rather  too  much  exposed  for  our  cold  north- 
ern winters.  It  is  bound  to  freeze  anyway, 
but  will  remain  warm  much  longer  if  placed 
entirely  inside  the  bouse,  and  all  possible 
openings  closed.  The  pan  should  also  be  as 
large  as  convenient  for  winter,  as  it  freezes 
more  slowly. 

In  regard  to  your  item  entitled,  "Why  Not 
Export  Eggs?"  I  wish  to  ask  if  we  furnish 
enough  as  yet  for  our  home  consumption.  I 
have  frequently  read  of  the  large  numbers  of 
eggs  annually  imported,  and  if  this  is  true  we 
are  in  no  position  at  present  to  export.  I 
would  like  some  reliable  information  on  this 
subject,  as  I  have  just  read  in  a  poultry  paper 
that  last  year  we  imported  1.000,000  dozens  of 
eggs,  while  iu  another  portion  of  the  same 
paper  the  statement  is  made  that  in  1886  the 
total  exportation  of  American  eggs  were 
328,000  dozens.  Can  you  tell  us  the  real  con- 
ditions of  the  egg  commerce? 

There  are  occasional  comments  made  on  the 
subject  of  selling  all  eggs  by  weight  instead  of 
by  number;  and  while  it  might  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  producer  to  sell  in  this  way, 
yet  we  should  look  at  the  question  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  consumer.  All  recipes 
specify  a  certain  number  of  eggs  to  be  used, 
and  they  are  necessarily  used  in  that  way- 
regardless  of  size.  Of  course  the  resulting 
compound  is  always  richer  if  large  eggs  are 
used,  but  this  is  not  always  beneficial ;  and  I 
never  yet  saw  a  cook  searching  for  a  large  egg 
to  put  in  some  specially  favored  dish.  Just 
imagine  one  trying  to  compose  a  cake  which 
should  contain  a  certain  number  of  ounces  of 
eggs  with  the  yolk  and  white  in  proper  pro- 
portion. The  same  condition  exists  in  the 
retail  milk  trade,  as  we  all  know  the  richest 
milk  is  the  lightest — but  it  all  has  to  go  by 
measure.  If  an  egg  raiser  has  a  fancy  for 
producing  large  eggs,  bis  best  remedy  is  to 
cater  only  to  a  select  trade,  as  you  have  so 
often  suggested,  which  will  pay  him  what  his 
product  is  worth. 

There  is  one  point  that  ought  to  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  beginners  in  poultry  rais- 
ing, and  especially  those  who  are  working  on 
a  theoretical  basis.  They  will  invariably  esti- 
mate that  a  hen  w  ill  lay  a  certain  number  of 
eggs  in  a  year,  which  will  sell  at  a  certain 
average  price  per  dozen,  producing  a  certain 
income,  from  which  must  be  deducted  the  cost 
of  keeping,  and  a  nice  profit  will  result.  If 
this  is  true  with  one  hen,  several  hundred 
will  be  a  fine  investment.  This  is  a  good 
theory— but  in  practice  they  find  that  the 
average  selling  price  of  eggs  is  kept  well  up 
by  the  high  prices  during  fall  and  winter, 
which  make  up  for  the  low  prices  during 
spring  and  summer.  When  these  high  prices 
are  iu  force  is  just  the  time  his  fowls  refuse  to 


lay,  (unless  he  is  the  exceptlou),  so  that  the 
average  price  he  actually  receives  for  his  eggs 
sold  is  much  low  er  than  the  market  seems  to 
indicate.  It  also  costs  him  much  more  to  keep 
his  fow  ls  during  this  time  of  non-productive- 
ness than  it  does  during  the  warm  days  of 
spring,  wheu  they  are  running  out  on  fresh 
grass  and  shelling  out  eggs  by  the  nest  full. 
This  is  but  a  natural  condition,  as  it  is  the 
scarcity  of  eggs  which  causes  the  high  prices 
— and  he  is  the  exceptional  producer  who  has 
the  ability  to  take  advantage  of  other  people's 
lack  of  supplies  for  the  market.  This  condi- 
tiou  is  the  cause  of  your  remark  in  Poultry 
Calendar  for  May,  that,  "It  seems  rather  dis- 
couraging that  w  hile  the  hens  were  layiug  so 
well,  the  prices  for  eggs  ruled  so  low."  Of 
course  the  prices  were  low.  The  very  fact 
that  the  hens  laid  so  well,  is  what  made  them 
so  low.  The  trouble  is  that  we  are  all  liable 
to  forget  that  our  neighbors  are  having  just 
as  good  success  as  we  are,  and  it  is  all  only  a 
matter  of  supply  aud  demand. 

There  is  one  question  I  would  like  to  ask  in 
regard  to  lime  supply  for  shells :  I  have  of  leu 
seen  it  stated  that  oyster  shells  should  be  fed 
to  furnish  lime  for  the  shells;  but  1  cannot 
believe  this  to  be  the  object.  Are  there  any 
juices  in  the  system  of  a  fowl  that  dissolve  the 
shells  so  as  to  make  the  lime  in  them  available 
for  egg  shells?  We  know  that  lime  is  taken 
into  the  systems  of  nearly  all  animals  through 
ordinary  food  and  water,  as  we  all  have  bones 
composed  largely  of  lime;  and  also  the" 
number  of  fowls  to  which  crushed  oyster 
shells  are  fed  Is  comparatively  very  small,  and 
yet  farmers'  hens  throughout  the  land  are 
stringing  out  eggshells  by  the  million.  My 
idea  is  that  the  only  office  of  oyster  shells  is  to 
furnish  grit,  and  we  should  give  our  fow  ls 
plenty  of  lime  foods  and  hard  water. 

This  reminds  me  that  a  great  many  of  the 
poultry  raisers  who  do  not  feel  like  paying  for 
crushed  oyster  shells  cau  find  a  very  good 
substitute  iu  the  common  clam  shells  so 
numerous  in  most  of  our  fresh  w  ater  lakes.  I 
have  been  running  these  through  a  grinder 
(although  they  are  easily  crushed  w  ithout  a 
machine),  and  feeding  them  for  some  time 
with  the  best  results. 

I  have  been  a  close  student  of  your  paper, 
and  learned  much  from  its  columns.  1  hope 
that  sometime  I  may  be  able  to  furnish  your 
readers  with  information  of  some  value  in 
partial  return  for  what  I  have  received  from 
your  contributors.  A.  B.  Gardner. 

Dowagiac,  Mich. 


NERVOUS  PROSTRATION. 


A  New  Jersey  Woman  Expresses 
Her  Gratitude  to  Mrs.  Pink- 
ham  for  Relief. 


What  to  Do  With  the  Old  Males. 

Now  that  you  are  through  breeding,  the  males 
should  be  separated  from  the  hens.  To  allow 
them  to  remain  is  to  injure  both.  If  the  cock 
is  not  to  be  retained  for  service  next  year, 
dispose  of  him  at  once,  if  possible.  Get  him 
out  of  the  way.  Sell  him  if  you  can,  otherwise 
kill  him.  A  cock  that  is  to  be  used  another 
season  should  be  very  carefully  treated  while 
moulting.  There  should  be  some  small  pen  or 
yard  about  the  place  where  he  could  lie  kept 
alone  and  fed  to  induce  a  quick  moult  aud  a 
profuse  growth  of  new  feathers. 

Poultrymen  often  complain  that  the  cocks 
take  longer  to  moult  than  the  hens.  We  think 
they  win  find  this  altered  if  the  cocks  are  con- 
fined where  their  gallantry  to  the  hens  will  not 
keep  them  from  getting  all  the  food  they  need, 
and  their  association  with  their  mates  call  to  the 
reproductive  organs  nourishment  which  at  this 
time  of  year  is  needed  for  new  feathers  and 
the  general  recuperating  of  the  whole  system. 


TALKS  ON  GEESE. 

SAMUEL  CUSHMAN,  formerly  with  R.  I. 

A<;'L  KxrK RIM  K NT  STATION,  fail  be  engaged  In  ail- 
dress  Farmers'  Institutes,  Poultrv  Societies.  Grange 
Meetings  and  Agricultural  College  students  in  any 
part  of  the  country  on  certain  topics  relating  to 
poultry  production.  Special  attention  given  to  Tur- 
key, Goose  ami  artificial  Duck  raising.  For  list  of 
subjects  and  terms  address,    Pawlucket,  R.  I. 

HONK  HEAL,  SHELL,  GRIT,  CHARCOAL, 

Bone  Cutter,  Clover  Cutter,  Markers,  Caponlzlng  Set, 
etc.  Send,  tor  circular. 

J.  H.  SLACK.  Blootnsuurv.  N.J. 


"Will  you  kindly  allow  me,"  writes 
Miss  Mary  B.  Saidt  to  Mrs.  Pinkham, 
"the  pleasure  of  expressing  my  grati- 
tude for  the  wonderful  relief  I  have 
experienced  by  taking  your  Compound? 
I  suffered  for  a  long  time  with  nervous 
prostration  and 
general  debility, 
caused  by  falling 
,  of  the  womb.  It 
[seemed  asthough 
my  back  would 
never  stop  ach- 
ing. Icould 
not  sleep.  I 
'  had  dull 
headaches. 
I  was  weary 
all  the  time, 
and  life  was  a 
burden  to  me. 
I  sought  the 
cetshore  for 
relief,  but  all 
in  vain.  On 
my  return  I 
resolved  to 
give  your 

medicine  a  trial.  I  took  two  bottles 
and  was  cured.  I  can  cheerfully  state, 
if  more  ladies  would  only  give  your 
medicine  a  fair  trial  they  would  bless 
the  day  they  saw  the  advertisement,  and 
there  would  be  happier  homes.*  I  mean 
to  do  all  I  can  for  you  in  the  future. 
I  have  you  alone  to  thank  for  my  re- 
covery, for  which  I  am  very  grateful." 
— Miss  Mary  E.  Saidt,  Jobstown,  N.  J. 

If  II  I    I    C  I'TIIilJV  DUCKS, 

Duck  Eggs  $7  per  100.    Incubator  Eggs  $4  per  100. 

LAYWKLL  POULTRY  FARM, 
E.  Arrlngton,  Supt.  Lyndon*  ille.  Yt. 

Complete  set,  with  full 
instructions,  post-paid, 
on  receipt  of  $2.50.  2s  p. 
Capon  Book  free  for  2c. 
stamp.  Poultry  Marker. 
25c.   Roup  Syringe,  10c. 


CAPON 


Gape-Worm  Extractor 
25c.  Remit  by  Money- 
Order  or  registered  letter, 
G.  P.  IT  I.LI  N(i  &  SONS 
1229  Callow  hill  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa 


TOOLS 


THE  BEST  LIQUID  LICE  KILLER 

Made  can  he  delivered  at  your  home  for  not  more  than 
40  els.  a  gallon.  Better  than  Lee's  or  Lake's.  Easy  to 
use.  Applied  as  a  paint  to  the  roosts— it  kills  all  Ifcc 
on  fowls  roosting  over  it,  and  all  lice  and  vermin  in 
buildings.   Used  everywhere.    Send  for  circulars. 

TH  E  S.  <  .  STU  BBS  <  <>.. 
 41  Kat  e  St..  Bratlsliaw.  »br. 

EGGS  FOR  HRTGHIHG. 

$2  per  IS,  from  best  yards.  INire  bred  fowls  mated 
for  practical  purposes.  $1  per  15:  $6  per  100.  Barred 
and  Wliite  Plymouth  Rocks.  S.  C.  Brown  and  While 
Leghorns,  Silver  Wyandottes  and  Pekin  Ducks.  At 
recent  TJtica,  N.  Y.,  show,  my  birds  won  52  regular 
premiums,  and  -r>!*  entries.  Stock  for  sale. 
 K.  C.  PORTER,  Chadwicks,  X.  Y. 

WE  HAVE  NO  MORE 

PEKIN  DUCK  EGGS  FOR  SALE, 

but  we  are  prepared  to  book  orders  for  breeding 
stock,  which  will  be  delivered  on  any  date  desired. 
We  have  hundreds  of  choice  birds  ready.  For  price 
and  show  record,  see  circular. 

A.  J.  HALLOCE, 

Atlantic  Farm.      Speonk.  Ii.  I.,  N.  Y. 

DO  NOT  FAIL 

To  keep  your  chickens  and  poultry  well  supplied 
with  grit.   We  recommend 

ROCKYHILL 

Grit 

AS    BEING   THE  BEST. 

Il  is  hard,  sharp,  anil  does  not  crush  in  handling. 
Free  samples  ami  prices  tor  stamp. 

ROCKYHILL  6RIT  WORKS, 


Office  61  Main  St., 


MILF0KD  MASS. 
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The  Influence  of  Climate  on  Domestic 
Fowls. 

Written  for  Farm-Poultry. 

In  more  than  one  arlfcle  contributed  to 
Farm-Poultry  within  the  last  four  years 
1  have  alluded  to  some  of  the  practical  diffi- 
culties met  with  in  the  Kooky  Mountain 
region  in  handling  fowls  recently  introduced 
from  other  localities.  From  my  own  experi- 
ence and  froin  such  stuuy  as  1  have  been  able 
to  make  of  the  subject,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  question  of  acclimation  is  at  the  same  time 
one  of  the  most  important  to  poultrymen,  and 
one  of  the  most  generally  ignored. 

The  subject  as  a  whole,  considered  as  it 
affects  both  human  beings  and  domestic 
animals  and  plants,  is  but  Jittie  understood. 
While  it  is  quite  uuiversally  recognized  that 
changed  conditions,  especially  changed  cli- 
matic conditions,  often  have  a  decided  influ- 
ence for  better  or  worse  ou  both  plants  and 
animals,  the  nature  and  extent  of  such  influ- 
ences have  not  been  studied  enough  to  make 
possible  the  formation  of  any  general  laws  of 
acclimation.  Scientific  men  are  confident  that 
investigation  and  time  will  demonstrate  the 
existence  of  such  general  laws;  but  at  this 
date  the  mass  of  facts  regarding  the  effects  of 
climate  and  of  change  of  climate  on  organic 
life,  though  considerable  and  most  interesting, 
has  furnished  them  ouly  with  hypotheses. 
The  whole  question  is  intricate  and  difficult. 
A  condensed  discussion  of  it  must  of  necessity 
be  elementary,  fragmentary,  and  ou  most 
points  inconclusive.  So  that  it  shall  be  the 
purpose  of  this  article,  not  so  much  to  teach 
as  to  suggest;  not  to  give  information,  but  to 
urge  others  to  seek  it;  not  to  instruct  the 
reader,  but  to  interest  him  —  and  if  possible, 
induce  him  to  report  for  the  benefit  of  all,  his 
own  experiences  and  observations. 

Naturalists  have  collected  a  large  number 
of  facta  bearing  more  or  less  directly  ou  the 
question  of  the  influence  of  climate.  The 
most  of  these  relate  to  extreme  changes.  It 
has  been  found  that  several  English  breeds  of 
dogs  degenerate  rapidly  when  taken  to  India. 
Some  will  not  live  there  at  all.  Darwin  was 
informed  that  English  bull-dogs  in  India 
retained  their  peculiar  characteristics  for 
only  a  few  generations.  They  deteriorated  in 
size,  strength  and  courage,  and  their  physical 
structure  became  very  much  altered.  I 
observed  the  same  change  taking  place  less 
rapidly  in  English  bull-dogs  in  Colorado,  and 
also  noticed  that  of  all  the  Scotch  collies  met 
with  in  a  residence  of  seven  years  in  that 
state  not  more  than  three  or  four  retained,  in 
marked  degree,  after  their  arrival  the  qualities 
which  have  made  the  breed  famous  and  valu- 
able. English  spaniels  when  taken  to  India 
became  acclimated  in  the  course  of  eight  or 
nine  generations,  and  though  no  fresh  blood 
was  introduced  within  that  period,  were  at 
the  end  of  it  as  good  in  all  respects  as  their 
European  ancestors. 

When  domestic  fowls  were  first  introduced 
into  Peru  from  Europe  they  laid  few  eggs, 
and  those  were  largely  infertile.  Just  how 
long  a  time  was  required  for  their  perfect 
acclimation  is  not  known,  but  tbey  have  long 
been  as  prolific  as  the  European  birds.  In  the 
case  of  the  European  geese  taken  to  Bogota, 
twenty  years  and  more  passed  away  before 
they  laid  and  bred  freely. 

These,  of  course,  are  extreme  cases ;  but  it 
is  well  known  that  changes  comparatively 
insignificant  often  have  a  marked  influence  ou 
organisms.  Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  Farm- 
Poultry  Mr.  Hunter  calls  attention  to  the. 
iucreased  prolificacy  of  the  Italian  pullets 
brought  into  Belgium  in  such  large  numbers. 
The  cattlemen  of  Montana,  Wyoming  and  the 
Dakotas  buy  large  herds  of  cattle  in  Arizona, 
New  Mexico  and  Texas,  which  tbey  ship  or 
drive  to  the  northern  ranges.  Under  the  new 
conditions  cattle  which,  if  left  in  the  south 
would  have  grown  little  more  and  that  slowly, 
grow  quickly  to  a  large  size,  and  make  beef  in 
every  way  superior  to  what  they  produce  on 
their  native  ranges.  A  part  of  this  improve- 
ment is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  more  abundant 
food.  Still  it  is  generally  believed  that  the 
change  of  climate  is  the  important  thing. 

It  is  a  recognized  fact  among  furmers  and 
breeders,  east  and  went,  that  cattle  and  horses 
taken  from  either  section  to  the  other  require 
some  time  (the  average  perhaps  being  about  a 
year)  to  become  so  habituated  to  the  new 


conditions  as  to  bear  them  easily,  and  that  the 
systems  of  some  animais  never  become  recon- 
ciled to  the  change. 

Breeders  and  purchasers  of  the  larger 
domestic  anhniik,  when  buying  stock,  talte 
this  font  into  consideration  to  a  much  greater 
oxteut  than  do  breeders  of  poultry.  So  also 
do  writers  in  the  stock  and  agricultural  jour- 
nals.. The  subject  of  acclimation  is  mentioned 
and  discussed  by  them  much  more  frequently 
than  by  poultry  writers.  It  has  been  made 
familiar  in  connection  with  other  stock. 

Naturalists  tell  us  that  every  change,  how- 
ever slight,  in  its  surroundings  affects  in  some 
way  the  constitution  of  an  animal.  The 
organism  having  become  habituated  to  exist- 
ence under  certain  conditions,  any  change  in 
these  conditions  necessitates  corresponding 
changes  in  the  system  of  the  animal.  These 
changes  are  not  always  even  temporarily  inju- 
rious. Sometimes  the  change  seems  to  have  an 
invigorating  effect  on  an  individual  or  a  race, 
and  it  thrives  far  better  than  in  its  native  loca- 
tion. Sometimes  the  change  stimulates  to 
unwonted  activity  to  be  followed  by  enerva- 
tion. Sometimes  it  is  injurious  at  first,  but 
the  prejudicial  causes  are  soon  overcome,  and 
there  is  little  apparent  difference  in  vigor  and 
fecundity  between  that  part  of  a  stock  which 
remained  in  its  native  home  and  that  intro- 
duced to  a  new  environment.  Sometimes  the 
change  is  detrimental  from  the  outset,  and 
finally  disastrous  to  the  individuals  subjected 
to  it.  These  four  classes  are  not  separated 
by  hard  and  fast  lines.  We  pass  from  one 
to  another  by  almost  imperceptible  grada- 
tions. 

Naturalists  and  physiologists  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  acclimatization  (or  acclima- 
tion) and  naturalization.  By  naturalization 
they  understand  a  state  of  affairs  in  which 
the  members  of  a  race  or  stock  implanted 
amid  new  surroundings  suffer  no  inconvenience 
from  the  change,  or  are  benefited  by  it.  As 
they  define  the  term,  the  condition  of  natural- 
ization is  that  the  stock  affected  is  able  to  prop- 
agate itself  without  artificial  assistance  in  the 
new  climate.  Acclimatization  they  define  as 
the  gradual  process  by  which  the  system 
adapts  itself  to  an  environment  to  which  it 
was  originally  in  some  measure,  unsuited.  An 
appreciation  of  these  definitions  to  the  divis- 
ions I  have  made  will  show  that  if  these  defi- 
nitions be  accepted,  only  the  third  class  are 
properly  subjects  for  acclimation.  The  first 
and  second  do  not  need  it,  and  the  fourth  is 
incapable  of  it. 

In  discussing  the  question  as  it  affects 
domestic  fowls,  I  think  the  distinction  made 
by  the  scientists  had  better  be  disregarded. 
We  cannot  know  what  the  fowls  would  do 
under  changed  conditions  without  artificial 
assistance,  for  they  are  practically  never 
exposed  to  change  except  when  in  the  care  of 
man.  Further,  if  it  is  true  that  every  change 
causes  some  modification  in  the  animal  consti- 
tution, it  would  seem  that  one  and  the  same 
term  ought  to  be  used  to  designate  such  modi- 
fications, whether  quickly  or  slowly  accom- 
plished ;  whether  with  profit  or  loss  to  the 
organism. 

Coming  now  to  the  practical  application  of 
the  question  as  directly  affecting  poultry  and 
poultrymen,  I  believe  that  if  the  importance 
of  this  question  was  more  generally  recognized, 
and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  hindrances 
nature  places  in  the  way  of  the  transportation 
of  fowls  were  better  understood,  there  would 
be  ninety  per  cent  less  friction  in  the  business 
than  there  is  today. 

Buyers  aud  sellers  of  eggs  and  fowls  ought 
to  know  that  the  change  of  conditions  caused 
by  transporting  them  even  a  short  distance 
may  mean  the  inauguration  of  constitutional 
changes,  the  exact  nature  and  extent  of  which 
can  only  be  conjectured,  and  which  cannot  by 
any  known  rule  or  method  be  controlled. 

We  are  not  even  able  to  select  the  individuals 
most  likely  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the 
change  —  because,  so  far  as  observation  goes, 
there  is  absolutely  nothing  to  guide  in  such 
selection.  The  change  which  benefits  one 
fowl  injures  another.  Of  the  two  fowls,  the 
one  which  best  stands  the  change  may  be 
inferior  in  constitutional  vigor.  According  to 
the  best  information  obtainable,  the  ease  with 
which  acclimation  is  effected  depends  not  so 
much  on  stamina,  strength,  as  on  some  pecul- 
iarity, some  constitutional  variation,  or 
tendency  to  variability  which  enables  some 
individuals  to  conform  readilv  to  certain  con- 


ditions, and  to  adapt  themselves  with  com- 
parative ease  to  any  changes  of  conditions. 

The  resemblance  of  two  localities  in  general 
climatic  features  does  not,  it  would  seem, 
furnish  any  assurance  that  fowls  from  one  are 
specially  suited  to  the  other.  According  to  the 
best  authorities,  organisms  are  affected  by  the 
merefactof  change;  no  two  p. aces  are  exactly 
alike;  though  the  differences  in  climate  may  be 
imperceptible  to  us,  their  operation  soon 
reveals  their  existence,  and,  then,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  ease  with  which  each  individual 
becomes  acclimated  depends  less  on  the  extent 
of  the  change  aud  the  nature  of  the  new 
environment  than  on  his  own  constitutional 
capacity  for  adapting  himself  to  change  —  to 
changes  of  any  kind. 

As  to  whether  acclimation  may  be  more 
readily  accomplished  at  certain  periods  of  life 
than  at  others,  we  know  nothing  definite. 
Theoretical  reasons  might  be  given  in  favor  of 
one  period  or  another,  and  some  facts  adduced 
in  support  of  all  the  theories.  Some  have 
supposed  that  acclimation  would  be  effected 
best  by  purchasing  eggs;  that  chicks  hatched 
in  the  new  locality  became  acclimated  more 
speedily  than  would  fowls  subjected  to  the 
same  change.  I  know  of  no  instances  that 
might  be  cited  in  support  of  this  view,  and  am 
rather  inclined  to  think  the  contrary  true, 
though  some  of  my  experiences  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  what  chicks  are  raised  to  maturity 
from  traveled  eggs  become  more  completely 
acclimated  than  they  would  if  removed  when 
at  or  near  maturity.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  chicks  from  traveled  eggs  must,  after 
hatching,  undergo  precisely  the  same  process 
of  acclimatization  as  adult  fowls.  When  we 
consider  that  the  first  few  weeks  of  a  chick's 
life  are  critical  under  the  most  favorable  con- 
ditions, it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  there  are 
so  many  complaints  of  poor  chicks  from 
traveled  eggs.  With  this  point  in  view,  we 
see  how  unfair  is  any  comparison  between  a 
man's  home  bred  stock  and  that  which  he  has 
purchased  in  eggs,  or  hatched  from  imper- 
fectly acclimated  stock. 

The  recognition  of  the  influence  of  change 
of  climate  furnishes  an  explanation  of  many 
of  the  disappointments  in  the  quality  of  stock 
bought  from  reputable  breeders.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  tendency  to  reversion  is  strong 
in  all  thoroughbred  stock;  not  so  well  known, 
though  just  as  well  ascertained,  that  a  change 
of  location  strengthens  this  tendency.  The 
reversion  may  be  a  general  deterioration,  or 
may  be  confined  to  a  few  particulars,  possibly 
to  only  one.  It  may  take  the  form  of  deteri- 
oration of  plumage,  or  departure  from  typical 
shape,  or  impairmeut  of  vigor,  or  decrease  in 
fertility.  It  may  be  general,  affecting  all  the 
individuals  subjected  to  the  change,  or  special, 
affecting  only  a  part  of  them.  It  may  be 
accomplished  so  rapidly  that  it  will  be  difficult 
to  believe  that  fowls  could  change  so  much  in 
so  short  a  time;  or  so  gradually  as  to  escape 
notice  for  several  generations.  It  may  be 
permauent  and  irreparable,  or  temporary, 
and  be  gradually  eradicated  as  the  stock 
becomes  acclimated.  But  that  reversion  does 
take  place  under  changed  conditions,  has  been 
shown  so  often  in  the  case  of  other  domestic 
animals  that  the  breeder  of  fowls  who  finds 
his  newly  bought  stock  disappointing  will  do 
well  to  consider  this  point  fully  before  con- 
demning the  strain,  and  accusing  the  seller  of 
fraud. 

The  aptitude  for  acclimation  depending  ou 
each  individual  fowl,  the  results  of  changes 
depend  on  chance.  Whether  any,  or  a  part, 
or  all  of  a  flock  may  become  acclimated, 
depends  on  how  many  of  the  flock  possess  the 
power  of  adapting  themselves  to  the  change. 
The  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  found  what 
birds  possess  a  tendency  to  constitutional  vari- 
ation is  by  actual  test, —  by  submitting  them 
to  the  change. 

Every  buyer  of  fowls  and  eggs  should  keep 
these  facts  well  before  him  when  making  a 
purchase,  and  make  up  his  mind  before  part- 
ing with  his  cash  that  the  transaction,  like 
marriage,  is  "  for  better,  or  worse."  Tbey 
may  not  be  perceptibly  affected  by  the  change ; 
it  may  benefit  them;  it  may  injure  them. 
The  results  depend  in  part  on  matters  beyond 
human  control,  and  almost  outside  the  realm 
of  human  knowledge. 

The  time  requfred  for  acclimation  varies  in 
different  individuals,  aud  with  the  degree  of 
variation  necessary  to  an  approximate  accli- 
mation. Where  a  change  is  immediatelv  bene- 


ficial, or  does  not  appreciably  affect  the  fowls 
either  way,  the  element  of  lime  hardly  needs 
consideration;  but  close  observation  will  show, 
I  think,  that  even  after  slight  changes  the  first 
results  in  breeding  are  less  satisfactory  than 
those  obtained  later,  and  that  it  is  always  best 
to  have  fowls  in  their  new  home  some  little 
time  before  the  breeding  seasou.  A  few 
breeders  see  the  importance  of  this  point  so 
clearly  that  they  make  a  practice  of  mating 
their  home  bred  fowls,  as  well  as  others,  some 
mouths  previous  to  the  breeding  season. 

It  will  be  found,  however, that  in  a  majority 
of  cases  changes  are  to  some  extent  detri- 
mental, and  even  where  no  permanent  deteri- 
oration results,  a  period  varying  from  a  few 
months  to  a  year  or  more  must  elapse  before 
fowls  are,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  same 
as  before  the  change.  Some  contend  that  a 
perfect  acclimation  never  does  take  place  in 
the  individuals  first  subjected  to  the  change; 
that  it  can  only  be  accomplished  in  their 
descendants,- — but  practically  we  may  say 
that  fowls  are  acclimated  when  their  average 
fecundity  reaches  the  point  it  did  in  the  old 
habitat,  and  the  offspring  are  not  noticeably 
different  from  the  average  of  their  race.  As 
a  general  rule,  1  think,  it  Is  not  safe  to  breed 
from  fowls  which  have  been  subjected  to  a 
radical  change  of  climate  until  they  have  been 
in  their  new  home  four  or  five  months. 

At  one  time  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
period  required  for  acclimation  might  be 
louger  or  shorter  according  to  the  season  at 
which  the  removal  took  place.  Such  experi- 
ments as  I  have  been  able  to  make  fail  to  con- 
firm this  opinion.  There  are  some  changes 
which  common  sense  alone  teaches  us  ought 
not  to  be  made — as  for  instance,  the  removal 
of  fowls  from  a  cool  to  a  hot  climate  during 
the  hottest  season,  or  vice  versa;  or  the 
removai  of  fowls  immediately  previous  to,  or 
during  the  moult.  Aside  from  such  changes 
as  these,  the  season  of  the  year  seems  to  have 
little  to  do  with  either  the  nature  of  the 
process  or  the  time  required  for  its  consum- 
mation. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  in  removing 
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fowls  to*  climate  widely  different  from  that 
to  which  they  are  habituated,  it  would  l>o  an 
ad , autage  to  accustom  then  to  the  change 
gradually.  Yet  wheu  wc  consider  that  we 
cannot  estimate  in  advance  the  effects  of  a 
given  change, we  see  how  difficult  it  would  In- 
to regulate  a  gradation  of  changes  intelligently. 
I  have  never  been  able  to  see  that  fowls  l>red 
in  oeutrai  and  western  Kansas  were  more 
readily  acclimated  iu  Colorado  than  fowls 
froui  New  England,  though  the  climate  of 
Kausas  ma>  fairly  l>e  taken  as  a  mean  between 
the  efinaates  at  the  other  points  considered  as 
extremes.  Nor  in  the  case  of  Kansas  fowls 
have  1  e\er  l>een  aide  to  discover  that  fowls 
bred  there  for  se\  era]  generations  wen-  easier 
to  acclimate  than  the  descendants  in  the  first 
generation  of  fowl>  imported  from  England. 

Wheu  selling  off  uiy  stock  last  January, 
preparatory  to  removal,  I  sent  most  of  the 
fowls  I  wished  to  reserve,  to  northern  Illinois, 
where  they  remained  until  the  middle  of  May. 
Now  the  climate  of  northern  Illinois  resembles 
eastern  Massasbusetts  uiany  MOpectDj  and 
l>oth  are  widely  different  from  that  of  southern 
Colorado.  Yet  the  birds  which  remained  iu 
Colorado  and  were  shipped  direct  to  Massa- 
chusetts iu  May.  are  uot  more  affected  by  the 
change  than  the  otheta.  The  only  different M 
I  can  detect  are  due  to  differences  in  the  pre- 
vious coudition  of  the  fowls.  The  males  seem 
to  have  been  less  affected  by  the  change  than 
the  females.  This  i»  cunt  ran  to  my  experi- 
ence iu  the  past.  The  better  eonditiou  of  these 
males  I  attribute  to  their  never  having  lieeu 
allowed  free  intercourse  with  large  flocks  of 
hens.  Their  virility  has  never  l>eeu  impaired. 
The  hens,  on  the  other  hand,  have  !>een  laying 
most  of  the  time  since  December  last.  There 
is  one  ben  iu  the  lot  »\  hich  does  not  seem  at  all 
affected  in  health  by  the  change.  This  hen*s 
climatic  experiences  have  lieen  varied  and 
interesting.  She  seems  to  be  iu  constitution  a 
true  cosmopolite. 

Iu  a  shipment  of  eggs  received  from  Aug. 
I).  Arnold,  in  lt<flo,  was  one  with  a  pencil 
inscription  something  like  this,  ••  This  egg  is 
from  the  _'ud  Crystal  PalaM  pullet.  She  laid 
ju-t  as  I  was  gathering  eggs  to  ship  you." 
The  e_'g  was  set  separate  from  the  rest  of  the 
lot,  and  the  resulting  chicken  given  a  peculiar 
mark.  The  chick  grew  into  a  Buff  Leghorn 
hen,  now  four  years  old.  As  may  be  noticed, 
the  mother  of  this  hen  was  reared  in  England, 
and  imported  by  Mr.  Arnold  to  Pennsylvania. 
The  egg  from  which  the  hen  in  question 
hatched  was  laid  in  Pennsylvania,  aod  shipped 
to  Colorado,  where  the  hen  grew  up.  Last 
winter  she  was  shipped  to  Illinois,  remaining 
there  for  four  months  before  being  again 
re  mo  veil  to  Massaehu  setts.  The  hen  has 
never  been  sick  in  her  life,  never  "off  her 
feed  "  for  a  single  meal,  and  as  chick  and  hen 
has  shown  a  remarkable  facility  in  adapting 
herself  to  climatic  changes.  Y'et,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  the  changes  have  affected  her. 
The  fact  that  ber  offspring  resulting  from 
unions  with  medium  sized  males  were  almost 
uniformly  larger  than  their  mother,  would 
indicate  that  the  early  changes  prevented  her 
reaching  the  size  she  would  othenvise  have 
attained;  and  though  she  now  appears  in  per- 
fect health  her  present  egg  yield  is  spasmodic, 
and  much  l>clow  her  usual  mark.  The  dimin- 
ished egg  yield  might  be  attributed  to  ber  age 
wi  re  it  not  that  of  fifteen  younger  hens  only 
oue  is  laying  better  (not  another  as  well),  and 
Bat  one  is  her  daughter  a  year  old.  This 
laughter,  by  the  way,  is  also  her  great-grand- 
irbter,  and  the  case  is  a  valuable  one  as 
showing  the  hereditary  transmission  of  the 
onstitutional  adaptability  to  change.  It  must 
not  l»e  supposed,  however,  that  the  hereditary 
transmission  of  such  characters  is  uniform, 
extending  to  all  stock  similarly  bred.  Nothing 
could  be  more  fallacious  than  such  a  supposi- 
tion. Oi  three  daughters  (full  sisters)  of  this 
hen,  only  one  resembles  the  mother  in  this 
respect.  The  second  is  as  much  affected  by 
the  change  as  any  of  the  flock,  and  the  third 
died  shortly  after  being  taken  to  Illinois. 

Just  hot?  climatic  changes  affect  an  animal 
physiologists  cannot  tell  us.  The  most  pro- 
nounced effect  is  on  the  blood ;  but  they  are 
still  at  a  loss  whether  to  say  there  is  a  reduction 
of  formation  of  blood,  or  a  too  active  destruc- 
tion of  blood.  Perhaps  both  causes  operate  at 
the  same  time.  The  diseases  commonly  result- 
ing from  the  change  from  a  temperate  to  a 
tropical  climate  are  anaemia,  malaria,  fevers, 
dysenteries  and  liver  complaints.  Following 


the  change  from  a  hot  to  a  cold  climate,  we. 
find  an  increased  liability  to  affections  of  the 
throat  and  lungs.  Diseases  of  both  kinds  may 
be  noticed  as  common  in  fowls  which  have 
l>eeu  moved  from  one  locality  to  another.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  few- 
localities  where  climatic  conditions  do  not  vary 
considerably.  Local  changes  in  the  weather 
have  the  same  relations  to  certain  diseases 
as  have  changes  in  localities;  but  in  the  case 
of  removals  the  diseases  occur  in  more  aggra- 
vated forms  than  when  they  follow  ordinary 
variations  of  temperature  aud  humidity. 
Thus  a  sudden  fall  iu  temperature  may  prove 
fatal  to  an  unacclimated  fowl  by  producing  a 
malignant  form  of  roup,  bronchitis,  or 
pneumonia,  while  the  acclimated  fowl  exposed 
to  the  same  conditions  escapes  with  a  mild 
attack  of  "  sniffles."  In  like  manner  the  new- 
arrival  is  seriously  affected  by  extremes  of 
heat  and  dampness  which  affect  fowls  reared 
in  the  locality  only  by  causing  them  dis- 
comfort. 

It  is  not  likely  that  there  is  any  breed  of 
domestic  fowl  incapable  of  becoming  accli- 
mated iu  any  locality  where  men  can  live, 
except  possibly  in  polar  regions.  Some  breeds 
may  be  more  susceptible  to  change  than  others, 
and  some  may  attain  development  only  iu  cer- 
tain districts ;  but  in  every  breed  enough  indi- 
viduals will  be  found  able  to  propagate  their 
race,  with,  perhaps,  some  modifications  of  form 
or  color,  or  with  a  diminution  of  size  or  prolifi- 
cacy,  in  their  new  home.  This  is  the  phase  of 
the  question  which  concerns  poiiltrymen  most, 
and  to  which  they  should  give  most  careful 
consideration.  We  need  to  Study  the  subject 
iu  all  its  ramifications.  While,  as  has  been 
said,  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge  of  the 
Influence  of  climate  results  of  changes  cannot 
be  anticipated,  and  we  leave  much  to  chance, 
it  may  be  that  a  better  understanding  of  the 
subject  will  enable  us  to  act  with  some  degree 
of  intelligence,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  modify- 
ing the  effects  of  changes.  In  any  case  it  will 
be  well  to  have  what  can  l>e  known  on  the 
subject  a  matter  of  common  knowledge. 
Every  intending  purchaser  of  stock  or  eggs 
should  know  tbat  results  may  be  disappoint- 
ing through  no  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
breeder,  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  and 
through  no  inherent  defect  or  weakness  in  the 
stock  that  is  not  common  to  all  fowls.  If  we 
cannot  learn  to  overcome  the  effects  of  cli- 
matic changes,  we  must  learn  to  allow  for 
••shrinkage"  due  to  such  changes,  and  to 
make  the  allowance  without  grumbling. 

John  II.  Robinson. 


Some  Lessons  of  the  Lash  Controversy. 

Now  that  the  Lash  controversy  is  ended  a 
few  people  will  breathe  more  freely,  and  a 
great  many  can,  if  they  will,  learn  some  very 
useful  lessons  from  it.  For  the  benefit  of  those 
of  our  readers  who  are  not  subscribers  to  the 
paper  to  whose  pages  the  discussion  has  been 
mainly  confined,  we  will  give  a  brief  review 
of  the  case. 

Though  the  controversy  just  ended  has  held 
public  attention  for  only  a  few  months,  we 
judge  from  editorial  statements  in  the  Ameri- 
can Poultry  Journal  that  the  storm  has  been 
gathering  for  some  time,  that  Mr.  Lash  has 
been  claiming  very  high  scores  for  his  P. 
Rocks  for  several  years,  and  that  breeders  of 
P.  Rocks  have  repeatedly  protested  against 
the  injustice  done  them  by  the  publication  of 
scores  not  given  by  a  reputable  judge  in  open 
competition. 

But  it  was  not  until  Mr.  Lash  contracted  for 
a  large  space  in  the  advertising  columns  of  the 
JB.  P.  J.,  and  published  in  that  space  scores 
higher  (it  is  said)  than  were  ever  given  to 
Barred  P.  Rocks  by  competent  judges,  that  the 
matter  came  prominently  before  the  public. 
Its  history  from  that  time  is  best  related  in 
the  words  of  the  editor  of  the  R.  P.  J.  in 
summing  up  aud  closing  the  question.  Want 
of  space  forbids  our  publishing  Mr.  Curtis' 
remarks  in  full,  and  for  apparent  reasons  the 
quotations  used  appear  in  a  different  order 
from  that  of  the  article  from  which  we  take 
them ;  but  we  believe  it  will  be  found  that 
nothing  essential  to  a  full  understanding  of 
the  case  has  been  omitted,  and  that  the 
extracts  given  furnish  a  fair  presentation  of 
the  facts. 

"He  came  through  Quincy  iu  order  to  call  on 
the  editor  of  the  R.  P.  J.  and  get  acquainted. 
It  was  our  first  meeting  with  Mr.  Lash,  aud 


we  were  favorably  impressed  with  the  man. 
He  told  us  of  his  yards  of  fowls,  expressed 
intelligently  his  opinion  of  the  quality  of  his 
birds,  and,  acting  on  our  advice,  contracted 
for  a  half  page  ad.  iu  the  R.  P.  J.  to  be  run  i" 
the  March  and  April  issues.  We  advised  him 
to  describe  in  his  advertisement  the  quality  of 
his  birds,  as  he  understood  it,  and  state  the 
price  of  eggs  from  each  mating.  On  arriving 
home  he  wrote  his  ad.,  sent  in  the  copy,  and 
this  ad.  as  per  copy,  appeared  iu  March 
number,  page  4. 

"Mr.  Lash's  letter  containing  the  copy  of 
his  advertisement  passed  through  the  editor's 
hands.  We  remember  to  have  glanced  over 
it,  but  did  not  give  it  particular  atteution,  nor 
ilid  we  give  it  special  attention  until  after  it 
was  published  and  wc  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hewes,  asking  who  had  scored  the  birds 
of  Mr.  Lash,  of  Vermont,  III.,  as  advertised  in 
March  number  of  /'.  J.  At  the  time  of 
Mr.  Lash's  visit  he  told  us  that  he  made  a 
practice  of  scoring  his  own  birds,  and  we 
believe  that  if  we  had  noticed  before  his 
advertisement  was  printed  and  circulated,  that 
it  did  not  state  that  the  scores  given  his  birds 
were  made  by  himself,  he  would,  on  request 
by  us,  have  authorized  us  to  include  this 
statement  in  his  advertisement.  If  he  had 
refused  to  do  so  wc  are  very  certain  that  the 
advertisement  would  not  have  been  inserted. 

"Mr.  Hewes'  letter  was  followed  by  half  a 
dozen  others,  including  one  from  Mr.  Russell, 
protesting  in  a  friendly  and  proper  way  against 
an  advertisement  of  this  kind  being  published, 
claiming  it  to  be  a  species  of  misrepresenta- 
tion; also  that  it  worked  an  injustice  to  other 
advertisers  of  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  In 
our  rather  limited  experience  in  conducting  a 
poultry  paper  this  question  had  not  before 
arisen.  On  reflection  we  soon  concluded  that 
the  ail.  was  objectionable  in  the  respects  com- 
plained of.  •  •  We  invited  Mr.  Hewes  to 
ask  his  question  in  shape,  for  publication  in  the 
April  R.  P.  J.,  as  we  wished  to  answer  it  in 
the  columns  of  the  paper,  in  justice  to  all 
concerned.'' 

Mr.  Curtis  does  not  here  give  a  detailed 
history  of  the  controversy,  nor  is  it  necessary. 
All  the  charges  and  counter-charges,  the 
accusations  and  recriminations,  the  bitter  per- 
sonalities bandied  about,  left  the  case  just 
where  it  started. 

"  The  point  at  issue,"  said  Mr.  Curtis  in  the 
June  R.  P.  J.,  "  is,  do  Mr.  Lash's  birds  score 
what  he  claims  they  do?  While  we  dislike  to 
be  made  a  judge  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  still,  ou 
account  of  the  R.  P.  J.  printing  Mr.  Lash's 
scores,  and  our  general  policy  as  regards 
advertisers  using  these  columus,  we  shall 
visit  Yermont  and  inspect  Mr.  Lash's  stock 
before  another  issue  of  the  Journal  goes  to 
press.  We  shall  then  try  to  make  a  conserva- 
tive and  impartial  statement  to  R.  P.  J. 
readers." 

Having  visited  Vermont,  Mr.  Curtis  wrote: 
"  In  our  best  judgment  persons  who  bought 
eggs  the  past  season  of  Obe  Lash,  Vermont, 
111.,  paying  his  price  for  them,  got  their 
money's  worth.  He  owns  one  of  the  best 
average  flocks  of  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  we 
have  ever  seen,  east  or  west.  •  •  •  In  certain 
other  respects  Mr.  Lash  is  in  duty  bound  to 
get  in  line  with  other  good  breeders,  and  put 
the  results  of  his  skill  as  a  breeder  to  the 
same  impartial  test  that  they  are  puttiug 
their  skill.  •  "  • 

"  Mr.  Lash  has  published  to  the  world  his 
belief,  his  claim  that  fowls  of  his  breeding 
score  so  and  so,  are  of  such  and  such  quality, 
and  ou  the  strength  of  this  claimed  high 
quality  he  solicits  trade.  ■  •  •  It  is  our  opinion 
and  belief  that  Mr.  Lash  scores  his  birds  from 
two  to  three  points  too  high,  as  compared 
with  the  average  scoring  done  in  the  show 
room  by  the  most  popular  judges  of  the 
country. 

"  Said  Mr.  Lash  :  '  I  am  running  my  poultry 
business,  and  running  it  to  suit  myself.  I 
want  to  run  it  straight,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  and  when  I  have  to  let  some  one 
else  run  it  for  me,  I'll  get  out  of  it.' 

"  Mr.  Lash,  like  the  rest  of  us,  must  be  gov- 
erned in  his  general  conduct  as  a  poultry 
breeder  who  has  stock  and  eggs  for  sale,  by 
such  rules  and  principles  as  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  right-minded  men  and  women 
in  the  same  business.  •  ■  ■ 

"  We  do  not  in  the  least  blame  Mr.  Lash  for 
exercising  the  right  of  scoring  his  own  birds; 
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nor  do  we  understand  that  his  critics  do. 
What  they  objected  to,  and  with  justice,  was 
his  publishing  scores  given  his  birds  by  him- 
self, both  in  his  advertisement  and  in  his  1897 
circulars,  without  stating  this  important  fact 
plainly,  so  that  all  might  know." 

"  Mr.  Lash  may  be  said  to  have  built  up  a 
type  of  Barred  Rocks,  their  strong  points 
being,  generally  speaking,  good  size,  large 
bone,  stout  yellow  legs,  good  combs,  deep  and 
regular  barring  of  good  color,  and  an  absence 
of  brassiness.  The  most  noticeable  weak 
points  are  gray  and  amber  eyes  and  the  rangy 
shape  in  males,  due  largely  to  length  of  legs.*' 

We  understand  that  the  question  is  now 
closed,  and  will  not  be  reopened  in  the  columns 
of  the  B.  P.  J.  Mr.  Lash  is  expected  to  show 
his  birds  in  competition  the  coming  season, 
and  if  he  wishes  to  make  good  his  claims  as  to 
the  quality  of  his  stock  it  will  be  necessary  for 
him  to  do  so.  Mr.  Lash  is  evidently  tremen- 
dously independent,  and  prefers  to  breed  to  his 
own  ideal  type  of  Barred  P.  Eock.  That  is  all 
very  well ;  but  while  this  is  the  case  he  makes  a 
most  serious  mistake  in  attempting  to  compete 
with  men  who  are  breeding  the  popular  type, 
and  winning  prizes  in  hot  competition.  We 
perfectly  agree  with  the  conclusions  of  (he 
B.  P.  J.  in  regard  to  Mr.  Lash's  duty  in  the 
case  as  it  stands.  He  has  claimed  to  have  the 
best  Barred  P.  Rocks  on  earth,  and  has  chal- 
lenged any  and  every  one  to  show  the  equals 
of  his  birds.  It  has  transpired  that  his  claims 
were  based  principally,  if  not  solely,  on  his 
own  individual  opinion,  and  that  in  the  opinion 
of  disinterested  persons  his  stock,  while  of  good 
average  quality,  is  not  equal  to  the  best. 

The  controversy  and  its  results  have  been  a 
severe,  though  merited,  lesson  to  Mr.  Lash, 
and  should  serve  as  a  lesson  to  many  others 
who  are  daily  guilty  of  the  same  misdemeanor 
on  a  smaller  scale  or  in  other  ways.  We  have 
known  men  who  never  saw  a  Standard,  adver- 
tise standard  bred  stock  for  sale ;  men  who  had 
not  a  single  thoroughbred  bird  in  their  yards, 
advertise  stock  from  the  best  strains;  men 
who  had  never  exhibited  a  bird,  advertise 
"  stock  winners  wherever  shown ; "  men  who 
knew  absolutely  nothing  of  the  most  elemen- 
tary rules  of  breeding  a  variety  mating  their 
own  stock  and  advertising  stock  "  mated  for 
the  best  results;"  and  men  engaging  in  the 
business  of  selling  thoroughbred  poultry  and 
eggs,  who  with  the  best  intentions  in  the  world 
were  incapacitated  for  the  business  by  their 
utter  lack  of  ability  to  judge  of  the  merits  of 
their  stock  as  compared  with  that  of  others. 

These,  to  be  sure,  are  the  extreme  cases; 
but  there  is  a  whole  host  of  small  breeders 
who  through  ignorance  are  misrepresenting 
their  stock  and  thereby  defrauding  others. 
This  condition  of  affairs  has  been  a  necessary 
evil.  The  growth  of  the  interest  in  poultry 
has  been  in  advance  of  the  opportunities  for 
instruction ;  but  in  view  of  the  facilities  now 
afforded  to  small  breeders,  to  amateurs,  and  to 
beginners  everywhere,  to  meet  in  competition 
and  see  stock  judged  by  a  professional,  the 
cases  where  such  ignorance  is  excusable  are 
now  few  and  far  between. 

There  is  no  law  to  compel  a  man  to  breed 
stock  to  standard  requirements,  or  to  exhibit 
stock  so  bred,  or  to  offer  it  for  sale.  A  man 
can  use  his  own  judgment  as  to  whether  he 
shall  do  any  of  these  things;  but  if  a  man 
desires  to  sell  his  stock  he  must  recognize  the 
facts  that  it  is  to  be  judged  by  an  impartial 
public  on  its  merits  as  measured  by  the 
accepted  standard,  and  by  no  other;  and  that 
if  he  wishes  to  compete  successfully  with 
other  breeders  for  trade  at  their  prices,  he 
must  also  successfully  compete  with  them  for 
prizes.  Mr.  Lash,  having  never  exhibited  a 
bird  or  won  a  prize,  was  asking  more  for  eggs 
than  were  the  breeders  of  Barred  P.  Bocks 
who  have  led  competition  at  the  largest  shows 
for  years. 

The  lesson  and  the  warning  in  this  case 
ought  to  be  accepted  by  a  great  many  people. 
Breeders  large  and  small,  those  of  well  estab- 
lished reputation,  and  those  just  beginning  to 
ask  for  patronage,  can  profit  by  it.  It  is  upon 
the  latter  class  that  we  wish  to  impress  as 
strongly  as  we  can  the  necessity  of  distrusting 
their  own  judgment  in  estimating  the  value  of 
their  fowls.  The  first  lesson  most  of  them 
need  to  learn  is  that  on  an  average  not  to 
exceed  one  male  in  twelve  is  "  too  good  for 
the  pot,"  and  not  more  than  one  in  twelve  of 
this  number  is  of  exceptional  merit  as  a 
breeder  or  an  exhibition  bird.   In  the  females 


the  proportion  of  relatively  good  birds  is 
somewhat  higher,  and  a  hen's  value  as  a  layer 
often  saves  her  from  the  pot  until  she  has 
passed  the  period  of  profitable  egg  production. 
The  next,  that  to  the  eye  of  an  expert  there 
are  fowls  of  a  half  a  dozen  different  grades  in 
the  bunch  of  six  which  to  an  uneducated  eye 
and  taste  appear  exactly  alike.  A  great  many 
beginners  and  amateurs  complain  that  they 
cannot  sell  stock  at  "fancy"  prices.  In 
general  it  will  be  found  that  the  reason  is 
because  they  haven't  stock  that  will  command 
those  prices.  It  may  sometimes  happen  that 
a  beginner  with  really  good  birds  is  unable  to 
get  the  value  for  them,  but  this  is  a  condition 
that  he  can  easily  remedy  by  exhibiting,  and 
by  advertising. 

Another  lesson  which  comes  with  force  to 
those  who  are  breeding  for  utility,  for  practical 
records,  is  the  general  worthlessuess  of  records 
made  at  private  tests.  Such  records  lack  value, 
even  though  truthful,  because  people  have 
little  confidence  in  them — and  the  degree  of 
confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  record  varies 
inversely  as  its  excellence.  People  willingly 
credit  a  man  who  reports  moderate  results, 
but  suspicious  are  at  once  aroused  by  a  report 
of  extraordinarily  good  results.  The  better 
the  work  done  the  less  credit  is  given  for  it. 
Indeed  it  is  contrary  to  his  own  interests  for  a 
man  to  report  exceptionally  high  records  made 
at  a  private  test.  His  veracity  is  doubted,  and 
his  reputation  injured.  Records,  to  be  worth 
anything,  must  be  made  in  competition  or 
under  conditions  where  the  public  can  be 
assured  of  their  accuracy. 


A  Mistaken  Policy. 


A  commission  has  recently  been  issued  by 
Secretary  Wilson  to  Professor  Plumb  of  Pur- 
due University,  Ind.,  by  which  he  goes  to 
Europe  as  honorary  commissioner  of  the 
department  of  agriculture  to  travel  extensively 
over  England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  conti- 
nental Europe  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
study  of  the  dairy  industries.  He  will  give 
special  attention  to  the  feeding  of  dairy  cows, 
and  collect  information  regarding  the  methods 
of  making  butter  in  the  different  countries  of 
Europe,  with  a  view  to  furnishing  the  depart- 
ment on  his  return  with  material  for  a  farmers' 
bulletin  that  will  be  of  great  value  to  our 
dairymen.  This  step  is  an  important  one, 
and  is  further  evidence  of  Secretary  Wilson's 
activity  in  the  interest  he  serves. —  Maine 
Farmer. 

Had  the  government  done  something  like 
that  for  poultry,  the  step  would  have  been 
universally  approved.  As  it  is,  this  work  is 
being  done  in  the  poultry  industry  by  private 
enterprise.  Perhaps  we  ought  not  to  com- 
plain. Poultry  writers  have  repeatedly 
insisted  that  hens  were  more  profitable  than 
cows,  and  have  backed  up  their  statements  by 
most  convincing  figures.  This  was  hardly 
politic  if  we  wished  for  government  assistance. 


Mental  Impressions. 

We  want  all  the  data  obtainable  bearing  on 
this  question  of  mental  impressions.  Albert 
II.  Bust  of  Clinton,  Iowa,  sends  to  the 
Reliable  Poultry  Journal  a  photograph  of  a 
fowl  having  no  feathers,  but  covered  with  a 
soft  black  hair.  The  fowl  was  hatched  in 
the  dog  house.  Not  long  ago  a  subscriber 
sent  us  a  clipping  relating  to  and  illustration 
of  a  small  brood  of  chicks  hatched  by  a  "dog. 
We  do  not  learn  from  the  description  that  the 
chicks  possessed  any  canine  characteristics. 

The  B.  P.  J.  mentions  in  this  connection  a 
hen  with  a  mouth  and  teeth  like  a  rabbit.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  history  of  this  freak 
is  not  recorded.  No  doubt  it  would  be  found 
that  she  was  hatched  in  a  rabbit  hutch. 


Hopes  to  Profit  by  the  Advice. 

Your  excellent  paper  is  eagerly  looked  for 
every  two  weeks,  and  I  hope  in  the  future  to 
profit  by  the  sound  common  sense  advice, 
born  of  practical  experience,  contained  in 
each  issue.  F.  L. 

Haverhill,  Mass. 


Lakes  the  Indian  Game. 

Written  for  Farm-Poulti!Y. 

When  a  lad  I  sadly  wanted  to  keep  fowls. 
My  parents  had  a  fine  and  suitable  place,  and 
on  going  to  the  Alexandra  Palace  poultry 
show  with  my  mother  one  day  I  purchased  a 
pen  of  English  Games.  When  they  arrived 
home  after  the  show  my  father  strongly 
objected  to  the  breed,  saying  that  cock  fighting 
was  not  only  cruel,  but  was  a  disgrace  and 
punishable.  I  promised  never  to  encourage 
it,  and  as  they  laid  well  and  bred  well  I  was 
allowed  to  keep  them.  After  a  time  the  cock 
took  upon  himself  to  fly  over  the  fencing  and 
go  and  fight  any  neighboring  cock  he  could 
hear  crow.  It  ended  by  my  receiving  several 
court  summonses  for  damages  for  his  killing 
fancy  roosters.  At  first  themagistrateinflicted 
small  fines,  but  at  last  gave  me  notice  that  if  it 
occurred  again  he  would  give  me  jail.  The 
occurrence  was  taken  up  by  all  the  London 
newspapers,  and  it  caused  a  great  cock  fighter 
to  come  and  look  at  my  stock.  He  offered  me 
a  good  price,  which  I  took  with  a  firm  promise 
never  to  keep  Games  any  more.  No  more  I 
did  until  I  called  at  the  first  Mt.  Gretna  show, 
and  noticed  a  first  prize  breeding  yard  of 
Iudian  Games,  which  I  purchased  at  the  cata- 
logue price.  As  I  was  acting  as  assistant  at 
that  show,  I  was  detained  at  Mt.  Gretna,  and 
sent  my  pen  home  by  express.  I  forgot  to 
write  home  to  my  folks  to  be  careful,  and  the 
consequence  was,  that  on  arriving  home,  they 
were  running  with  my  fowls,  I  kept  for  eggs, 
among  which  were  six  White  Leghorn  cocks, 
and  I  noticed  to  my  surprise  the  rooster  was 
very  friendly  with  them.  Of  course  I  sepa- 
rated them,  and  from  that  time  I  had  chance  of 
studying  all  the  good  qualities  of  this  variety. 

They  are  decidedly  pretty  for  plumage,  no 
fighters,  good  layers,  and  cannot  be  beaten  as 
silters  and  mothers.  They  take  their  progeny 
out  iu  a  sixty  acre  field  for  miles.  They  return 
in  the  evening,  when  I  feed,  with  a  crop  so 
full  that  even  the  little  dainties  I  offer  them 
before  going  to  roost  are  refused,  so  that  I 
consider  them  the  most  economical  breed  I 
have  ever  kept. 

The  fie  ld  they  run  in  is  public,  and  at  times 
occupied  by  boys  who  have  the  habit  of  steal- 


ing some  of  my  young  chicks.  This  does  not 
happen  with  Indian  Games,  for  as  soon  as  a 
boy  attempts  to  pick  up  a  youngster  the 
mother  will  fly  at  him,  and  would  certainly 
disfigure  him  if  he  did  not  desist. 

When  a  dog  or  a  goat  looks  at  her  progeny 
she  acts  in  the,  same  way,  and  the  breed  have 
now  made  their  reputation  here  among  boys 
and  stray  animals,  and  I  have  never  lost  a 
young  one. 

Another  great  thing  in  their  favor  is,  that 
whenever  a  chicken  is  wanted  for  the  table, 
you  can  pick  one  up  and  kill  it,  and  it  carries 
all  the  flesh  required,  where  other  breeds  have 
to  be  fattened  for  three  weeks. 

I  presume  that  it  would  prove  a  great 
acquisition  for  broiler  breeders,  or  even  for  a 
cross  for  them.  At  present  they  are  but  little 
cultivated,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  several 
breeders  are  under  the  same  impression  I  was 
regarding  the  name  of  Game.  I  have  never 
found  them  in  great  flocks  as  yet. 

I  must  also  add  that  they  handle  well  — 
their  flesh  feeling  extremely  firm,  which  can- 
not be  said  of  any  other  breed. 

A.  V.  Meersch. 


The  practice  of  paying  writers  iu  advertising 
should  be  discontinued.  It  gives  the  writers 
too  much  ad  vantage  over  the  other  advertisers; 
besides  in  a  great  many  cases  the  writers  are 
prejudiced  iu  favor  of  the  breeds  they  have  for 
sale.  A  man  who  writes  for  the  poultry  press 
for  the  advertising  he  can  get  for  his  articles, 
generally  gets  more  returns  from  the  articles 
themselves  than  the  literature  is  worth.  We 
have  asked  some  parties  who  have  written  for 
us  for  an  advertisement  and  have  been 
informed  that  they  sold  all  their  stock  through 
the  advertisement  their  articles  gave  them. 
This  does  not  help  the  publisher  a  great  deal. 
It  will  not  pay  postage,  ink,  paper  and  presj- 
work,  book  keepers,  and  editors.  The  best 
writers  we  ever  had  were  those  who  wrote  for 
the  good  of  the  poultry  and  pet  stock  indus- 
tries, and  they  never  asked  advertising  space 
for  pay,  but  advertised  with  us  and  paid  their 
bills  like  gentlemen.  The  man  who  wants 
advertising  for  nothing  is  of  very  little  account 
in  this  world,  anyhow.  Pass  him  up.— Inter- 
Mate  Poultry  man. 


Chicago. 


HATEVER  is  worth  do- 
ing, is  worth  doing  well. 
Painting  can  only  be  done  well  by- 
having  the  best  materials — Pure 
White  Lead  and  Pure  Linseed  Oil, 
properly  applied.  There  is  noth- 
ing else  "just  as  good."  Avoid 
"mixtures"  and  unknown  brands 
of  White  Lead — the  "  sold-for- 
less-money"  sort.  (See  list  of 
the  genuine  brands.) 

CO  CD  By  Using  NationaI  Lead  Co-'s  Pure  White  Lead  Tinting  Col- 
l^fVEE  ors,  any  desired  shade  is  readily  obtained.     Pamphlet  giving 
^  valuable  information  and  card  showing  samples  of  colors  free; 

also  cards  showing  pictures  of  twelve  houses  of  different  designs  painted  in 
various  styles  or  combinations  of  shades  forwarded  upon  application. 

National  Lead  Co.,  I  Broadway \  New  Yoj'k. 

■  Valleyview  Farm.  ■ 

S.  C.  W.  Leghorns, 

Buff  Leghorns, 
 Buff  Wyandottes. 


ARMSTRONG  or  McKELVY 
Pittsburgh. 

BEYMER-BAUMAN 

Pittsburgh. 

DAVIS- CHAMBERS 

Pittsburgh. 

FAHNE  STOCK 

Pittsburgh. 

ANCHOR  i 

>  Cincinnati. 
ECKSTEIN  i 

ATLANTIC 

BRADLEY 

BROOKLYN 

JEWETT 

ULSTER 

UNION 

SOUTHERN 

SHIPMAN 

COLLIER 

MISSOURI 

RED  SEAL 

SOUTHERN  J 

JOHN  T.  LEWIS  ft  BROS  CO 

Philadelphia. 

MORLEY 

Cleveland. 

SALEM 

Salem,  Mass. 

CORNELL 

Buffalo. 

KENTUCKY 

Louisville. 


My  hirds  have  won  the  highest  honors  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  during  the  past  five  years.  No  Mi- 
noreas  or  Minorca  eggs  for  sale.  Send  for  new  illus- 
trated catalogue  giving  full  description  of  the  unsur- 
passed show  record  of  my  stoclt.  full  price  list,  etc. 

EZRA  CORNELL,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 


HATCH  CHICKENS 


EXCELSIOR 

INCUBATOR 


Loioest  Priced 

Fir  at -class 
Batcher  made. 
CEO.  H.  STAHL,  PateuM 


WITH  THE 


WOODEN  HEN 


Most  efficient  small  incubator  e\ 
invented.  Perfect  in  every  deta 
Just  the  thine  for  poultry  raisi 
on  a  small  scale,  2S  egg  capacity.  "  Catalogue  free. 

114  to  122  S.  Sixth  St.,  QUIWCYj  ILL. 


Prepare  to  kill  the  males  as  soon  as  the 
bleeding  season  is  over.  Stop  feeding  non- 
produeers.  Stop  the  leaks  and  save  the 
pennies. —  Exchange. 


HAVE  RICH  MELLOW  LAND. 


That  condition  is  sure  to 
follow  through  draining 
•with  JACKSON'S  Round 
AGRICULTURAL  DRAIN  TILE.  For  45  years  we  have  been  making  these 
nnd  Sewer  Pipe,  l^^l  and  Fire  .Kriek,  <  >ven  Tile,  Chimney  and  Flue  Linings 
and  Tops,  Encaustic  Sidewalk  Tile,  &c.  Supply  Mortar  Colors,  Piaster,  Lime, 
Cement  &c.  Write  for  prices.  John  H,  Jackson,  215  3rd  Av.  Albany.  N.  Y, 
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BOTH  Bl WJlkl  Are  Kornied. 

Tbere  is  a  sense  in  which  races  or  breeds 
may  l>e  said  to  form  theuiselx  c>.  An  exclusive 
people,  a  people  living  within  itself,  gradual); 
takes  on  a  marked  ph>  »ieal  diar.n  It  r.  that 
anywhere  it  may  !>e  known  from  the  people 
of  any  other  nee.  Mrikingh  .  the  Jews  illus- 
trate this;  so.  also,  do  the  Chiuese.  Most 
European  nationalities  do  the  same,  only  in  a 
less  prououuoed  manner. 

In  the  past,  when  travel  was  limited,  this 
sort  of  thins;  went  on  far  more  than  it  does 
now  or  ever  will  again. 

Xot  a  few  of  the  loading  breeds  of  our 
domesticated  animals  owe  much  of  what  they 
are  to  this  same  order  of  cause.  The  Durham. 
Hereford  aud  lVvon  breeds  of  cattle  were 
largely  thus  produced  :  and  still  more  emphat- 
ically in  this  way  came  the  little  Jersey-. 
The  fact  of  the  smalluess  of  the  [shod  of 
Jersey,  and  the  further  fact  that  no  outside 
cattle  are  allowed  to  come  on  that  island,  made 
for  the  leveling  process  implied  in  what  is 
known  here  as  a  fixed  type. 

The  l>est  in  brecdiug,  the  course  to  l>e  taken 
to  make  the  most  out  of  a  breed,  did  not,  how- 
ever, appear  until  man  began  to  take  a  hand, 
and  established,  fixed  and  guiding  principles 
were  recognized  in  dealing  with  the  problem. 
It  took  a  long  time  to  make  and  fix  a  type 
under  the  old  plan — breeds  are  now  formed 
within  the  space  of  an  average  lifetime.  Many 
illustrations  to  this  effect  might  be  given  —  oue 
will  suffice.  That  is  found  in  the  American 
trotter,  a  uow  well  established  breed,  the 
history  of  which,  as  a  really  distinct  breed, 
produced  in  accordance  with  recognized  breed- 
ing la\v>,  does  not  go  back  much  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century. 

In  making  for  the  result  here  reached,  a 
number  of  thai  acteri-tics  were  sought  to  be 
secured  ami  tiled,  the  principal  being  speed, 
endurance,  spirit  joined  always  to  kindliness 
and  sense,  tirst  class  constitution  and  tine 
appearauce. 

Such  was  in  outline  the  idea;  and  the  selec- 
tions were  made  in  accordance  therewith. 
The  horse  or  mare  possessing  these  merits  in 
the  greatest  perfection  had  a  premium,  so  to 
say,  put  on  it.  Thus  the  case  went,  and  thus 
the  study  proceeded. 

Kecords  were  kept,  and  soon  it  was  found 

that  animals  equally   1  in  what  was  on  the 

surface  and  even  in  blood  also  did  not  equally 
possess  the  power  of  transmitting  what  so 
appeared  and  was  possessed.  The  power  to 
transmit,  therefore,  got  to  be  a  recognized 
factor  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  was 
named  the  prepotent  power,  an  animal  possess- 
ing it  being  a  prepotent  animal;  and  so  the 
final  controlling  element,  giving  leadership  to 
certain  families  aud  then  to  one  family  of  the 
few  really  great  origiuiual  or  foundation  trot- 
ting families,  turned  on  this  very  point. 
Almost  all  the  horses  now  heading  the  great 
trotting  studs  of  this  country  are  of  this,  the 
Hambletouian  family. 

It  is  substantially  the  same  with  the  other 
breeds  of  stock ;  for  all — including  even  breeds 
that  got  their  start  after  the  manner  of  the 
Jersey  or  Durham  cattle; — have  been  helped  in 
recent  times  by  the  skill  of  the  capable  breeder 
operating  according  to  the  laws  now  known  to 
make  quickly  and  surely  for  improvements; 
the  best  of  care  being  always  and  everywhere 
on  the  way  to  this. 

Progressive  live  stock  breeding  all  the  time 
includes  the  liest  blood  in  the  best  individual, 
and.  l>esides,  a  clear  idea  kept  steadily  in  mind 
of  the  object  sought  to  be  accomplished.  The 
path  pursued  must  be  according  to  the  doc- 
trine that  like  produces  like,  or  the  likeness  of 
some  ancestor. 

Of  course,  in  breeding  as  in  everything  else, 
some  men  are  gifted  above  others — gifted  in 
ways  by  which  shades  are  detected  and  used 
so  that  in  the  aggregate  they  determine  which 
is  to  lead.  Though  this  is  true,  vet  for  every 
farm,  and  by  most  farmers  working  with  the 
commonest  material  only  to  start,  important 
improvement  can  be  made,  through  judicious 
mating  and  through  selling  the  worst  and 
keeping  the  liest.  .Soon,  by  pursuing  even  this 
plain  way,  there  will  be  nothing  that  is  not  of 
the  profitable  class. 

There  are  breeders  who,  out  of  established 
breeds,  make  something  so  superior  to  the 
general  run  even  of  those  breeds  that  they 
possess  a  distinct  and  much  higher  than  the 
usually  ruling  value.   S0  it  jg  that  common 


material  is  made  to  become  uncommon.  So  it 
is  that  breeding  has  in  every  direction  pro- 
gressed until  the  ends  served  are  many  times 
what  they  were  originally— being  strikingly  in 
evidence  of  man's  power  to  wonderfully 
modify  and  to  adapt  the  old  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  new.— John  Duncan,  in  Farm 
ami  Home. 


Good  Advice. 


The  first  step  which  some  of  them  have  been 
induced  to  take  in  the  way  of  improvement, 
is  by  buying  a  thoroughbred  male  of  some 
known  egg  producing  variety  (for  eggs  are  the 
height  of  the  farmer's  poultry  ambition),  and 
crossing  him  with  their  common  dunghills. 
This  has  often  given  them  most  excellent 
results— a  decided  Increase  In  eggs  and  a  better 
type  of  market  fowl.  Hut  the  benefits  of  the 
first  season  have  not  been  appreciated,  and 
the  crossing  has  not  been  renewed,  and  the 
result  is  back  they  go  to  common  dunghills, 
and  the  thoroughbred  male  is  lost  in  the  mix- 
ture of  the  succeeding  seasons.  The  common 
excuse  is  lack  of  time  to  "bother  with  the 
hens."  (if  course  those  offering  such  an 
excuse  and  showing  so  much  indifference  are 
almost  hopeless,  and  perhaps  it  were  better  to 
pass  them  by:  yet,  as  the  constant  dropping 
wears  away  the  stone,  we  are  convinced  that 
many  a  farmer's  Bock  of  today  is  a  great 
improvement  on  those  of  ten  years  ago.  The 
vast  strides  made  iu  general  poultry  culture 
have  been  the  means  of  distributing  a  better 
quality  of  fowl  throughout  the  country,  and 
the  farmer  has  perhaps  unintentionally  col- 
lected a  better  laying  flock. 

Cau  we  not  go  a  step  further,  and  induce 
them  to  adopt  thoroughbreds  entirely?  Let 
us  show  where  they  are  superior.  Iu  the  first 
place,  it  stands  to  reason  that  any  strain  of 
fowls  carefully  bred,  and  with,  we  will  say, 
the  object  of  egg  production  as  most  import- 
ant, cau  be  brought  to  a  higher  degree  of 
excellence  in  this  particular  than  the  common 
every-day  dunghill.  Now  can  the  fanner 
understand  this  reason  !  With  him  "seeing  is 
believing;"  therefore  let  him  buy  a  small  Hock 
of  ten  thoroughbred  Plymouth  Bocks,  the  culls 
of  some  first  class  breeder,  which  cau  be  had 
at  this  season  at  a  reasonable  figure.  Let  him 
run  them  side  by  side  with  his  dunghills,  ami 
judge  for  himself.  Of  course  we  expect  they 
will  be  as  much  neglected  as  his  common 
flock,  but  still  a  neglected  thoroughbred  will 
do  better  than  a  neglected  dunghill. —  Country 
Gentleman. 


Bred  and  Owned  by  W.  TV.  Kutp, 

Pottstown,  Pa. 


While  the  beauty  of  thorougbred  poultry,  as 
in  everything  else  animate  or  inanimate, 
greatly  adds  to  their  value,  it  is  their  good 
qualities  from  the  market  poultrymau's  stand- 
point that  are  making  them  so  invaluable  to 
the  farmers  who  have  given  them  the  care  and 
attention  that  they  merit.  Ask  the  poultry- 
man  who  is  keeping  thoroughbred  stock  w  hy 
he  prefers  them  to  mongrels?  There  are 
many  people  today  who  breed  nothing  but 
thoroughbreds,  who  are  in  the  business  for 
the  money  to  be  made  solely  from  the  sale  of 
poultry  and  eggs  iu  the  market,  who  never  try 
to  secure  advanced  prices  foreggs  for  hatching 
or  breeding  stock,  who  never  put  a  bird  in  a 
poultry  show  (better  would  it  be  for  them  if 
they  would)  who  would  quit  business  before 
they  would  waste  their  time  and  energy  on 
scrub  poultry. —  Poultry  aud  Farm  Journal. 


Standard  Kev  Ision . 

It  seems  to  me  that  one  crying  need  of  the 
coming  Standard  is  to  make  itself  understood. 
There  is  great  complaint  that  judges  do  not 
score  alike,  and  this  must  be  expected  so  long 
as  the  Standard  is  so  indefinite  as  at  present. 
We  have  measures  of  weight  and  length  that 
are  exact  and  unchanging;  the  musician  has  a 
tuning  fork  that  produces  a  certain  number  of 
vibrations  per  second,  and  bight'  in  Iowa  is 
the  same  as  high  C  in  Greenland  or  Eg}  pt ; 
but  the  Standard  gives  nothing — absolutely 
nothing- -for  the  guidance  of  judges  as  between 
fowls  of  the  same  breeding,  general  shape  and 
color.  Some  method  should  be  devised  by 
which  ideal  shape  and  color  may  exist  some- 
where else  than  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder, 
whether  he  be  judge  or  owner,  Inn  er  or  seller. 
The  general  description  iu  the  Standard  is 
entirely  useless  in  deciding  between  two  fine 

birds.  It  differentiates  between  a  thorough- 
bred and  a  "mixed "  bird,  and  that  is  about 
all.  Surely  plates  can  be  devised  that  will 
show  the  ideal  shape  in  a  way  to  leave  little 
room  for  doubt;  and  standard  colors  can  be 
shown  as  a  guide  for  breeders  and  judges. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  Partridge  Cochin. 
The  Standard  speaks  of  nine  different  kinds  of 
browns  in  the  plumage,  as  follows:  Brown, 
brownish,  reddish  brown,  rich  brown,  dark 
brown,  darker  brown,  very  dark  brown,  light 
brown,  and  blackish  brown.  Now,  without 
any  color  samples  to  guide  them  how  can  it 
be  expected  that  all  breeders  and  judges  can 
see  these  browns  with  the  same  eyes?  And 
when  we  consider  that  brown  is  only  one  of 
the  many  colors  on  the  Partridge  Cochin  ;  that 
the  Partridge  Cochin  is  but  one  of  many  parti- 
colored breeds;  that  the  shape  sections  of  all 
breeds  are  left  ill  almost  the  same  indefinite 
condition  by  the  only  authority  on  the  subject 
— when  we  consider  all  this,  the  astonishing 
thing  is  not  that  the  scores  of  the  same  birds 
should  vary,  but  that  they  should  have  any 
similarity  whatever.  The  Standard  should  be 
more  definite.  It  should  not  leave  color  and 
shape  to  be  a  matter  of  taste  or  opinion,  but 
should  approximate  in  those  points  the  cer- 
tainty and  the  correctness  Of  the  scales  that 
show  the  weight  of  the  bird.  To  leave  color 
and  shape  for  interminable  controversy  in  the 
poultry  papers  is  as  absurd  as  it  would  be  t  j 
discard  the  scales  and  demand  for  Plymouth 
Rocks  '•  fair  weight."  that  Cochins  shall  be 
"hefty,"  and  that  Urahnias  shall  be 
"  immense." 

But  there  is  another  matter  that  I  believe  Is 
more  important  than  color  and  shape  both,  and 
that  is  size  and  weight.  The  breeding  of 
improved  stock  of  all  kinds.  I  take  it,  is  ill  the 
line  of  differentiation.  The  Jersey  breeder 
does  not  attempt  to  compete  in  weight  of 
carcass  with  the  Shorthorn,  nor  does  either 
breed  expend  effort  on  producing  the  quantity 
of  milk  given  by  the  Ilolstein ;  each  tries  to 
excel  in  its  own  specialty.  Just  so  in  poultry. 
We  who  breed  Asiatics  cannot  hope  to  compete 
with  the  .Mediterraneans  in  number  of  eggs  or 
in  agility;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  our 
occupation  is  gone  on  that  account.  The 
Asiatics  are  the  heaviest  of  the  gallinaceous 
fowls,  therefore,  let  them  increase  in  weight. 
In-lead  of  giving  this  distinctive  quality  of  the 
class  only  six  points,  raise  the  Standard 
Wi  i jlits,  devote  thirty  points  to  this  quality, 
cut  live  points  for  each  one-half  pound  short, 
add  five  points  for  extra  weight  Of  one-half 
pound  or  more,  and  the  size  of  every  breed  in 
the  (dass  wil.  go  up  at  once,  because  there  will 
be  some  encouragement  to  produce  the  big 
fellows.  1  have  a  cockerel  in  one  of  my  yards 
that  when  scored  at  914  points  in  February 
weighed  twelve  pounds;  three  pounds  over- 
weight. He  excels  in  that  which  is  really  the 
distinctive  quality  of  his  class  —  but  what 
kind  of  a  figure  would  he  cut  at  a  show?  Why, 
he  would  be  beaten  by  some  dapper  little 
fellow  that  could  squeeze  into  the  nine  pound 
notch  and  score  92,  and  yet  for  the  practical 
purposes  of  the  Asiatic  class,  the  rearing  of 
big  fowls,  the  twelve  pound  fellow  is  worth 
S10  to  the  little  fellow  81.  Wo  must  not 
overlook  the  practical  side  of  fancy  poultry, or 
we  shall  soon  be  classed  by  sensible  people 
along  with  the  crack-brained  enthusiasts  who 
collect  old  postage  stamps  and  sell  them  to 
other  crack-brains  at  81  to  8100  each. 
Importers  may  sell  "fancy"  stock  to  big 
breeders,  and  they  to  smaller  ones  at  long 
prices  —  but  finally  the  product  reaches  the 


man  who  is  producing  eggs  and  meat  for  him- 
self or  the  market,  and  if  it.  is  not  of  practical 
benefit  to  hiin  he  ceases  buying,  and  business 
stops  all  along  the  line  of  production  of  that 
class  of  stock.  Therefore  it  appears  to  me  the 
part  of  wisdom  to  turn  our  sails  to  the  practi- 
cal poultry  breeze  that  is  blowing  through  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  FaKM-POULTRY,  and  other 
leading  journals.  The  Standard  can  turn  the 
stream  in  this  direction  if  the  change  1  have 
suggested  lie  made  ill  the  Asiatic  class.  The 
present  scale  of  points  encourages  the  produc- 
tion of  fine  feathers  at  the  expense  of  the 
practical  qualities.  An  exciting  show  contest 
among  the  Asiatic  breeders  always  reminds 
me  of  the  closing  lines  of  a  beautiful  description 
of  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  given  by  an  old 
man  who  had  witnessed  it,  to  his  little  grand- 
son : 

11  But  what  Rood  came  of  it  at  last?" 

Quoth  little  Peterkln ; 

"That  I  know  not."  he  said, 

"  Itul  'twas  a  famous  victory!" 
If  the  Standard  can  be  changed  to  place 
more  value  upon  the  distinctive  quality  of 
each  breed  a  show  room  winning  will  be 
something  more  than  a  "  famous  victory,"' 
and  more  good  will  come  of  it.  With  those 
classes  which  are  distinctively  egg  layers  it 
might  be  a  little  difficult  to  get  that  quality 
into  the  score — but  let  the  Mediterranean 
breeders  attend  to  that.  The  weight  of 
Asiatics  cau  be  encouraged  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  scale  of  points  like  this: 
Symmetry   8 


w. 


30 


Condition   6 

Head — shape  3,  color  2  s   5 

Comb   5 

Wattles  and  earlobes   4 

Neck — shape  4,  color  3   T 

Hack — shape  4,  color  2   6 

Breast — shape  4,  color  4   8 

Body  and  fluff — shape  3,  color  2   5 

Wings— shape  3,  color  2   5 

Tail — shape  3,  color  2   5 

Legs  and  toes   6 

100 

— W.  J.  Casey,  in  Western  Poultry  Journal. 


The  only  difference  between  a  bond-holder 
and  a  chicken  peddler  is  that  one  has  a  wagon 
with  a  coop  on  and  the  other  has  a  bond  with 
a  coupon. 

MARKET  REVIEW. 

Eggs. —  More  attention  is  given  to  strictly 
fresh  eggs,  while  others  are  more  neglected. 
With  large  supplies  and  poorer  quality,  most 
of  the  sales  of  western  have  been  made  at  lOto 
104,  while  choice  eastern  fresh  remain  firm  at 
114®12c,  with  fancy  nearby  hennery  eggs 
ruling  still  higher.  The  storage  stock  is 
105,000  cases  against  "5,000  cases  at  the  same 
time  last  year. 

Poultry. — A  quiet  market  on  poultry  is 
noted,  with  a  fair  supply  of  iced  at  hand. 
Refrigerator  turkeys  are  quoted  at  lPalSc. ; 
refrigerator  fowls,  10;  iced,8ffl6£c;  refriger- 
ator chickens.  I4*il.">c:  iced  broilers,  bv<i22c 


Send  for  description  of  the 
Famous  O.  I.  C.  hogs,  two  ol 
which  weighed  2806  lbs.  Sold 
2995  for  breeders  in  1895*96. 
despite  panic  and  hard  times. 

First  applicant  from  each  lo* 
cality  secures  a  pair  ON  TIME 
and  an  agency. 

L.  B.  SILVER  CO. 

lit  Summit  St.  CLEVELAND.  O. 


FOR  POULTRY. 

Bone  .Meal  -  -  Pernio  lb  Bag,  S2.60 
(•ranulnlcd  Hone  -  "'  too  lb  "  'ZAHt 
Ground  Beel  ."-craps  "  lew  th  "  2..M 
1'alrile       -      -  "  2U0  ID  ■•  l..j<> 

<  rushed  Flint   -     -        "  200  lh  "  1  ..30 

CruslicdOysier  Shells     "200  1b  ■'  1.3(1 

Price  List  and  Samples  free.  Orders  shipped 
promptly  by  freight  on  receipt  of  price.  Liberal  dis- 
counts on  large  quantities  to  Dealers. 

YORK  CHEMICAL  WORKS,  York,  Pa. 

MONITOR  INCUBATORS 

are  made  to  hatch 
chickens,  and  they  do  i  1 
with  great  regularity  A 
economy  and  with  toe 
smallest  amount  of  at- 
tention. Hundreds  of 
users  testify  t  hese  facts. 
Large  percentage 
of  livechicks  from 
fertile  eggs  is  their 
strong  feature.  Buy 

wTnnin6.- MONITOR 
and  be  prosperous.  64  p. 
catalog  for  4  cts.  stamp*. 

A.  F.Williams,  «  Kate  St.,  Bristol,  Cono. 
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EDITORIAL. 


You  cannot  afford  to  miss  a 
single  issue  of  Farm-Poul- 
try. Every  number  for  the 
next  three  months  will  con- 
tain one  or  more  of  Mr.  Hun- 
ter's letters  from  Europe, 
bright,  crisp  and  newsy;  full 
of  information,  replete  with 
practical   helpful  suggestions. 

Farm- Poultry  will  have 
no  slack  season.  Extra  efforts 
will  be  made  to  get  out  a  more 
than  usually  attractive  and 
valuable  paper  during  the 
summer  months. 

Special  features  of  the  Aug. 
ist  number  will  be: 

Mr.  Hunter's  accounts  of  an 
English  duck  farm,  and  of  the 
poultry  at  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tural show  at  Manchester; 

Mr.  Cushman's  seasonable 
advice  to  turkey  raisers;  and 

Mr.  Robinson's  ideas  of  the 
utility  standard. 

Don't  delay  subscribing! 

Don't  allow  your  subscrip- 
tion to  lapse! 


Farm-Poultry  Readers  and  Standard 
Revision. 

In  Farm-Poultry  for  August  15th,  readers 
of  our  paper  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
express  their  opinions  ami  wishes  in  regard  to 
Standard  revision.  "\Ve  invite  contributions 
on  that  subject  from  all  who  are  interested  iu 
it.  As  our  space  is  limited,  and  we  cannot 
give  the  paper  to  the  discussion  of  one  ques- 
tion exclusively,  it  may  not  be  possible  to 
publish  at  once  all  contributions  received. 
We  shall,  however,  use  as  many  of  them  as 
possible  iu  the  August  loth  number,  and 
endeavor  to  make  such  a  selection  that  all 
shades  of  opinion  will  be  presented. 

Seud  us  your  views,  whether  they  coincide 
with  the  general  policy  of  F.-P.,  or  not. 
Farm-Poultry  has  a  larger  constituency 
than  any  other  poultry  paper,  and  a  general 
expression  of  opinion  from  its  readers  ought 
to  give  "  the  sense  of  the  meetin'. "  Let  us 
see  if  we  can  find  out  what  the  poultry  men 
and  women  of  the  country  really  want. 

Our  Illustrations. 

A  subscriber  complains  that  the  breed  in 
which  he  is  most  interested  is  not  receiving 
fair  treatment  in  F.-P.,  particularly  in  the 
matter  of  illustrations.  He  says  that  having 
examined  the  issues  of  the  paper  for  three 
years,  he  fiuds  that  this  breed  has  only  once 
received  fair  treatment  in  that  time.  We  have 
looked  over  the  tiles  for  just  half  the  time 
mentioned,  and  find  that  in  1800  alone  this 
breed  was  illustrated  some  six  or  eight  times, 
and  that  though  illustrated  but  once  in  1807,  it 
was  one  of  the  breeds  specially  selected  for 
illustration  in  a  show  report.  We  find  further 
that  hardly  an  issue  of  the  paper  has  appeared 
this  year  without  some  mention  of  the  breed, 
such  mention  being  in  nearly  every  case  com- 
meudatory.  Tf  the  breed  has  not  been  illus- 
trated more  frequently  this  year  the  only 
reasons  have  been  that  the  breeders  of  it  have 
not  offered  us  cuts  or  photographs,  and  we 
have  felt  when  ordering  our  own  cuts  that, 
comparatively,  the  breed  had  received  its  full 
share  of  notice  in  illustrations. 

Some  people  do  not,  evidently,  understand 
that  many  of  our  cuts,  like  a  number  of  our 
articles,  are  voluntary  contributions  from  our 
readers  and  advertisers.  We  exercise  the 
same  righi  of  rejecting  what  seems  unstated 
to  our  columns  iu  the  one  case  as  in  the  other; 
but  in  general  all  good  cuts  and  photos  sent 
us  sooner  or  later  find  a  place. 

State  Aid  for  Poultry  Associations. 

The  legislature  of  Illinois  has  made  an 
appropriation  of  $2,000  for  the  use  of  the 
Illinois  State  Poultry  Association, "  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  premiums  and  defraying  the 
expenses  incurred  in  holding  their  annual 
exhibitions,  such  as  getting  out  premium  lists, 
and  for  such  other  purposes  as  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  officers  shall  best  subserve  the 
poultry  interests  of  the  state  of  Illinois."  The 
appropriation  is  a  special  one,  and  as  the 
legislature  of  Illinois  meets  biennially,  gives 
the  State  Association  $1,000  "a  year  for  the  next 
two  years.  The  renewal  of  the  appropriation 
will  depend,  it  is  thought,  on  the  use  made  of 
the  sum  given. 

Farm-Poultry's  attitude  in  the  matter  of 
state  aid  to  poultry  associations  was  defined 
some  months  ago,  when  an  effort  was  made  to 
secure  aid  for  the  associations  iu  Massachu- 
setts. We  believe  a  state  should  give  encour- 
agement and  aid,  to  some  extent,  to  industries 
needing  aid  and  eucouragement.  While  not 
approving  an  excessive  paternalism,  we 
believe  that  there  are  times  when  a  small 
appropriation  judiciously  used  is  money  well 
spent,  and  that  there  never  was  a  better  time 
than  the  present  to  make  state  money  talk  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poultry  industry. 

One  On  Mr.  Hunter. 

Mr.  Hunter,  in  his  letter  from  Belgium, 
told  us  how  early  his  pariy  visited  the  market 
ou  Friday  morning,  but  omitted  to  mention 
that  M.  Van  der  Snickt  could  not  persuade 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Hunter  to  make  the  most 
of  their  opportunities  and  visit  the  market  at 
two  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning.  We  are 
indebted  to  Poultry  for  that  bit  of  informa- 
tion, ami  now  we  are  not  willing  to  credit  the 
editor  with  being  an  early  riser. 


Keep  Cool. 

A  subscriber  who  has  purchased  eggs  from 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  reliable  poul- 
trymen  in  America,  sends  us  a  long  letter 
accusing  this  party  of  swindling  him.  The 
eggs  which  should  have  hatched  white  chicks 
hatched  chicks  of  all  colors,  and  in  numbers 
the  hatch  was  far  from  satisfactory.  A 
duplicate  order  gave  better  results  as  to 
numbers ;  similar  results  as  to  kind  and 
quality. 

Xovv  the  buyer  of  the  eggs  wishes  us  to 
sliow  the  other  man  up.  His  letter  is  accom- 
panied by  the  affidavit  of  a  man  who  was 
present  when  the  second  lot  of  eggs  was 
unpacked,  and  certifies  that  they  were  not 
what  they  should  be.  This  mau  also  certifies 
as  to  results  of  the  hatch.  Accompanying 
the  letter  is  also  one  from  the  seller  of  the 
eggs  to  the  buyer,  threatening  proceedings  at 
law  uuless  the  buyer  at  once  retracts  certain 
statements  made  in  a  letter  to  which  this  is  a 
reply.  We  would  suggest  to  both  parties  the 
advisability  of  keeping  cool. 

It  looks  like  a  case  where  the  investigating 
should  be  done  by  the  express  company  or 
companies  which  handled  the  goods.  There 
seems  little  doubt  that  the  eggs  have  been 
changed  twice  in  transit  by  the  same  person. 
We  venture  to  assert  that  a  close  inquiry  and 
investigation  will  show  that  some  employee 
of  the  express  companies,  some  one  who  had 
opportunity  to  change  the  eggs  in  transit,  has, 
barring  accidents,  some  very  nice  broods  of 
thoroughbred  chicks  of  a  certain  popular 
variety.  It  ought  not  to  be  hard  to  get  to  the 
bottom  of  this  matter,  and  the  party  who  sold 
the  eggs  and  the  party  who  bought  them, 
instead  of  talking  of  fraud,  libel,  and  law, 
should  join  in  insisting  that  the  matter  be 
thoroughly  sifted  by  the  express  companies. 

Poultry  at  the  Experiment  Stations. 

To  some  our  criticisms  of  recent  poultry 
bulletins  may  have  seemed  severe.  We 
intended  that  they  should  be  so.  We  tried  to 
make  them  just,  and  believe  we  have  given 
credit  wherever  it  was  due;  but  we  arc  con- 
vinced that  it  is  only  by  the  plainest  of  piain 
talk  on  the  subject  that  those  most  interested 
can  be  brought  to  understand  their  rights  and 
to  see  their  duty  in  the  premises.  By  "  those 
most  interested,*'  we  do  not  mean  the  men  in 
charge  of  the  poultry  departments  at  the 
various  agricultural  colleges  aud  experiment 
stations;  we  do  mean  the  farmers  aud  poultry- 
men  of  the  states  which  undertake  this  line  of 
work. 

They  have  the  right  to  insist  that  the  money 
appropriated  for  poultry  be  wisely  expended. 
That  money  is  spent  foolishly  in  other  depart- 
ments of  state  work  is  no  reason  why  folly 
should  be  tolerated  here  also.  Let  the  poultry 
keepers  set  other  classes  a  good  example  by 
showing  how  state  funds  can  be  used  most 
wisely. 

An  experiment  station  poultry  department 
which  is  not  well  in  advance  in  the  study  of 
those  problems  which  properly  come  within 
its  sphere,  has  no  business  to  exist.  The  man 
who  is  content  to  potter  about  making  little 
experiments  along  lines  where  no  conclusion 
can  be  reached  is  not  fitted  to  take  charge  of 
the  work  at  an  experiment  station ;  nor  is  the 
man  who  is  satisfied  with  results  of  any  kind, 
so  long  as  they  can  be  contorted  into  the  form 
of  a  bulletin.  States  which  cannot  employ 
men  who  have  a  proper  conception  of  the 
kind  of  work  required  of  the  poultry  depart- 
ment of  an  experiment  station  aud  who  know 
how  to  do  such  work,  had  better  discontinue 
the  poultry  departments.  It  is  the  worst 
kind  of  folly  to  spend  money  in  doing  work 
the  results  of  which  will  benefit  no  one  when 
there  is  so  much  useful  work  waiting  to  be 
done. 

We  do  not  overlook  the  fact  that  many  of 
the  experiment  stations  are  just  beginning 
their  work,  and  are  undertaking  it  on  very 
limited  appropriations.  This  is  not  one  of  the 
cases  where  "half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no 
bread."  It  is  a  case  where  half-way,  make- 
shift work  is  not  to  be  tolerated ;  where  a  thing 
must  be  done  right  or  not  attempted;  where 
none  but  competent  men  should  be  employed. 
Of  what  value  is  a  bulletin  from  a  novice? 
Hisexperieuces  may  be,  and  often  are,  interest- 
ing, and  he  may,  occasionally,  discover  some- 
thing that  has  escaped  men  of  larger  experi- 
ence; but  it  is  as  absurd  to  place  an  untrained 
man  in  charge  of  poultry  experiments  as  it 
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would  be  to  intrust  the  supervision  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  building  to  a  builder's 
apprentice. 

Trained,  competent  men  must  be  in  charge 
at  the  stations,  or  the  stations  cannot  do  the 
work  which  legitimately  belongs  to  them.  By 
the  work  legitimately  belonging  to  the  experi- 
ment stations  we  mean  work  that  cannot  for 
various  reasons  be  done  by  private  individuals. 
For  instance,  there  is  enough  that  might  be 
done  in  investigating  the  diseases  of  poultry, 
to  keep  all  the  experiment  stations  now  oper- 
ative busy  for  the  next  five  years.  The  poul- 
try keeper's  object  is  to  keep  disease  out  of  his 
flocks.  It  should  be  the  object  at  the  experi- 
ment stations  to  introduce  special  diseases 
iuto  the  flocks,  to  study  their  courses,  experi- 
ment with  remedies,  and  tabulate  results,  for 
the  benefit  of  farmers  and  poultrymen.  The 
experiment  station  should  do  for  all  what  each 
cannot  do  for  himself. 

In  like  manner,  the  general  government  has 
a  legitimate  field  in  connection  with  poultry 
questions.  It  went  to  work  for  a  while  iu  thie 
field  when,  a  few  years  ago,  it  undertook 
through  its  consuls  the  investigation  into  the 
poultry  industry  in  foreign  countries;  but  of 
late  its  work  for  poultry  has  been  worse  than 
wasted. 

Changes  in  Poultry  Papers. 

ThejVeio  England  Fancier  has  been  sold, 
and  the  last  remnant  of  the  Poultry  World 
has  been  absorbed  by  the  American  Poultry 
Advocate. 

Announcements  of  Shows. 

To  the  many  secretaries  of  poultry  associa- 
tions who  send  us  reading  notices  of  then- 
shows  we  must  say  that  to  print  more  than  a 
very  small  proportion  of  the  matter  sent  is 
nipossible.  Our  space  is  too  valuable.  We 
use  such  notices  of  a  few  of  the  leading  shows, 
and  occasionally  of  others  when  we  can  use 
the  "  reader"  for  a  "  fill,"  but  to  print  all  is 
out  of  the  question.  Those  we  do  print  have 
to  be  boiled  down  before  being  put  in  type. 
Beginning  with  the  Aug.  1st  issue  we  will 
insert  once  a  month  a  complete  list  of  "  Shows 
to  Occur." 

A  Queer  Case. 

Some  practical  joker  down  in  Kew  Jersey 
must  be  in  the  habit  of  hypuotizing  editor 
Jacobs  when  he  makes  up  the  pages  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper.  How  else  can  we  account 
for  some  of  the  queer  things  that  find  their 
way  into  his  paper?   Here  is  the  latest: 

"I  have  a  hen  sitting  on  some  Game  eggs. 
The  sixth  day  she  got  off  the  eggs  aud  could 
not  get  back  to  them  for  four  or  five  hours. 
Are  they  probably  spoiled?" 

Ans.  "They  will  not  be  injured  unless 
temperature  is  above  zero." 

We  hope  Mr.  Jacobs  knows  what  he  means 
by  this  answer,  for  we  are  very  sure  no  one 
else  will. 


Best  Ever  Sold  in  Memphis. 

I  have  been  a  reader  of  Farm-Poultry  for 
some  time,  aud  have  gotten  more  information 
from  it  than  any  other  paper  I  have  ever  read. 
I  can  honestly  say  it  is  the  best  paper  ever  sold 
in  Memphis.  J.  S.  T. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Farm-Poultry  is  indispensable  to  me,  and 
would  not  be  without  it.  It  is  the  best  poul- 
try paper  published.  C.  li.  B. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 


An  inveterate  old  chicken  thief,  who  had  a 
marvelous  faculty  for  gliding  out  of  a  close 
corner,  was  at  last  caught  with  a  chicken  in  his 
hat.  He  denied  the  stealing  of  it,  aud  on  being- 
asked  how  then  it  got  into  his  hat,  he  solemnly 
said  :  "  Dat,  massa,  is  jes'  what 'stonishes  me; 
spec'  dat  it  must  hab  crawled  up  my  leg." 
— Exchange. 


Hurry  and  Cunning  are  the  two  apprentices 
of  Despatch  and  Skill;  but  neither  of  tbcm 
ever  learned  their  masters'  trade. —  Lacon. 


"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  seat  of  con- 
tentment is  in  the  head;  for  every  individual 
is  thoroughly  satisfied  with  his  own  propor- 
tion of  brains." — Lacon. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


who  enchase  stamps  for  rei^jf  receite 
immediate  answers  by  mail.  IVhen  no  stamps  are 
antlmsed  attestions  which  are  of  general  interest  and 
hare  not  recentlu  appeared  here  are  printed  unih 
answers  in  this  department.  Several  correspondents 
sometimes  m.v  about  the  same  time  to  ask  the  same 
question.  Iff course  only  one  inawiry  is  printed.  Loot 
Tar  the  answer  to  your  question,  not  for  your  initials 
and  residence. 


(Questions  Briefly  Answered. 

[Any  of  lite  numbers  of  F.vkm-Poiltry  referred 
lo  below,  will  >*.'  su  pplied  at  the  rate  of  five  cellts 

mrli.] 


GaPKS.— (Miss  K.  M.  C,  Maryland)  :  Your 
chickeus  have  gapes.  For  treatment  see  arti- 
cles in  F.P..  June  15th  ami  Oct  loth,  1S»5. 

Rorrv  Fowls.- (G.  R.  W.,  Ontario) :  As 
vou  do  not  intend  to  keep  P.  Rocks  anyway, 
tiie  sooner  you  get  rid  of  tbem  the  better. 

CHICKEN-  Tox.— (G.  X.  C,  Ohio)  :  From 
your  description  we  would  say  the  fowls  have 
chicken  pox.  Apply  carbolated  vaseline  to 
the  ulcers  twice  a  day.  Keep  in  dry  warm 
place  and  feed  abundance  of  rich,  nourishing 
food. 

Roosting  Too  Early.— (B.  H.,  Ohio) : 
Roosting  while  the  breast  bone  is  soft,  carti- 
laginous, makes  the  bone  grow  crooked. 
Sitting  ou  a  bare  hard  floor  has  the  same  effei  t 
in  less  degree.  Bed  the  chicks  with  straw, 
leaves,  or  other  litter. 

Roir.—  («.'.  H.  I>..  Virginia):  Your  chicks 
have  roup.  If  >  on  wish  to  try  doctoring  them 
••Farm  I'oultry  Doctor"  will  tell  you  how. 
Our  advice  would  be  to  kill  all  the  sick. 

Dark  Brahma  Cross.— (T.  B..  Msals- 

sippii:  l.'  ^liorn  or  Wyandotte  makes  a  g  I 

cross  on  Park  Brahma. 

Tcrkey  Culture. — (T.  A.  Y.,Ohio) :  We 
will  send  the  book,  "Turkeys,  and  How  to 
Grow  Them,"  for  one  dollar. 

iKraGBSTICVK.—  (T.  B.,  Mississippi):  In 
indigestion  the  fowls  are  sluggish,  appetite 
poor,  the  droppings  scant  and  unhealthy,  and 
the  crop  soft. 

Young  Turkeys.  —  iT.  A.  Y.,  Ohio): 
Young  turkeys  must  not  be  let  out  in  the 
morning  while  the  dew  is  on  the  grass. 

Broiler  Weight.— (Mrs.  II.  H..  New 
York) :  Broilers  should  not  weigh  over  two 
pounds  each,  dressed.  That  weight  should 
I*  attained  in  about  twelve  weeks. 

Single  Comb  Wyandottes.— (C  W.  S., 
New  York) :  Even  in  the  purest  White  Wyan- 
dottes single  combs  are  apt  to  appear  on 
some  of  the  young. 

Broiler  Feed.— (Mrs.  H.  II..  New  York) : 
The  book.  "  Broilers  for  Profit,"'  gives  differ- 
ent methods  of  feeding.  We  will  send  the 
book  for  fifty  cents. 

Costivexess.—  (C.  E.  W.,  New  York) : 
Change  food,  and  give  a  Parsons'  Pill  each 
night  for  three  nights  in  succession.  Also 
put  about  ten  drops  of  sulphate  of  magnesia 
to  a  pint  of  drinking  water. 

Gapes. — (I.  A.  S.,  Pennsylvania) :  A  piece 
of  camphor  about  the  size  of  a  grain  of  wheat, 
dailv.and  ten  drops  of  camphor  or  turpentine 
added  to  a  pint  of  drinking  water,  is  a  good 
remedy  for  the  gapes. 

Literature  for  Beginners.—  (J.  B.. 
Utah) :  The  literature  for  beginu»rs  in  the 
poultry  business  is  a  year's  subscription  to 
both  Farm-Poultry  and  A  Few  Hens ;  and 
the  books,  "  Profitable  Poultry  Farming,"' 
"Farm-Poultry  Doctor,"  "Broilers  for  Profit,"' 
and  '"  A  Living  from  Poultry."' 

Air  Cells.— (R.  E.  D.,  Montana):  To 
know  the  need  of  moisture  or  ventilation  in  a 
hatch,  it  is  necessary  to  watch  the  air  cells. 
This  is  fully  explained  and  illustrated  in  the 
book,  "Profitable  Poultry  Farming,"  which 
we  will  send  for  twenty-five  cents. 

Indigestion.— (H.  D.,  Pennsylvania) : 
Where  there  is  a  lack  of  good  sharp  grit,  indi- 
gestion is  pretty  sure  to  follow.  If,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  grit,  a  teaspoonful  of  pulverized 
charcoal  is  added  every  other  day  to  a  quart  of 
mash,  much  of  the  trouble  will  be  prevented. 

Chicks  Droop. — (C.  D.,  Pennsylvania) : 
When  the  chicks  droop  their  wings  and  the 
manure  collects  around  the  vent  it  is  a  good 
sign  that  they  have  caught  cold.  This  may 
pome  from  dampness  or  exposure  to  achilliug 


rain.  A  dozen  homeopathic  aconite  pellets  in 
a  quart  of  drinking  water  is  about  the  only 
remedy  we  know  of. 

Lice  are  Hard  to  Find.— (P.  C,  New 
Jersey):  The  symptoms  given  indicate  the 
presence  of  head  lice,  even  though  you  have 
been  unable  to  find  them.  Use  lard,  ointment, 
or  powder,  and  note  results. 

Perhaps  Caused  by  Corn. — (J.  M.  D., 
Missouri) :  Your  hens  are  overfat,  and  prob- 
ably suffering  also  from  a  liver  complaint. 
Compel  them  to  take  exercise.  Avoid  fatten- 
ing foods,  especially  whole  corn. 

Pheasant  Qi'kstioxs.— (A.  F.  S..  Penn- 
sylvania) :  We  cannot  give  the  information 
you  want.  Some  of  the  papers  with  pet  stock 
departments  have  occasional  articles  on  pheas- 
ants, but  we  know  of  no  book  covering  the 
questions  in  your  letter  of  inquiry. 


Chicks  Lack  Vitality.     About  Advertisine. 

Mr.  Editor:— Please  tell  me  iu  (he  eoluuis  of  Faiim- 
Pocltry  as  soon  as  possible,  the  rause  ami  cure  for 
llie  trouble  anions  my  chicks?  When  about  a  week 
old  some  in  each  late  hatch  commence  lo  droop  their 
w  iu^s,  refuse  food,  but  drink  considerable,  and  then 
stand  around  throwing  their  heads  Itack  to  keep 
down  tlie  water  which  rises  into  the  mouth.  They  are 
from  thoroughbred  White  Leghorn  stock. 

This  is  my  first  year  at  the  |x>ultry  business,  and  so 
far  am  ahead,  the  eggs  having  paid  for  all  expenses 
tn-sides  over  two  hu ud red  ami  til  I  >  chicks  hatched. 

When  I  read  the  articles  by  Fanny  Field  praising 
her  comuiou  hens.  1  wondered  if  my  cx|>crlcuccs  w  ith 
the  thoroughbreds  would  interest  others.  Every- 
thing 1  feed  must  b6  bought,  greens  and  grit  included, 
so  mine  might  vindicate  the  reputation  of  the  best 
birds,  which  I  am  glad  to  see  you  champion. 

My  neighbors  everyone  keep  mongrel  stock,  ami  to 
them  I  am  a  mystery.  Despite  the  wagging  of  heads 
al  my  methods,  my  clucks  are  maturing  faster  thau 
theirs. 

Would  it  be  possible  for  ine  to  sell  my  cockerels 
this  summer  by  advertising?  And  what  should  I 
charge?  They  are  too  line  for  the  pot.  Have  very 
little  room,  or  should  keep  them.  We  are  planning 
to  build  houses  such  as  you  advocate  in  Issue  of  May 
1st.  anil  shall  let  you  know  whether  the  fowls  sikvi  cI 
better  than  as  now  housed.  Am  taking  F.-P.,  aud 
may  have  some  new  subscribers  soon. 

When  examined  before  and  after  death  the  sick- 
chicks  have  crops  distended,  but  no  food  iu  them. 
Is  there  danger  in  feeding  too  much  green  food? 
What  is  the  right  proportion  for  each  chick  ?  Where 
we  boarded  in  the  country  last  summer  they  mixed 
the  morning  mash  with  the  dishwater.  Wouldn't  the 
soap  suds  neutralize  any  good  effects  of  possible 
grease  ? 

We  have  thought  that  the  trouble  with  the  chicks 
might  be  caused  by  the  rolled  barley,  which  we  feed 
cooked  every*  morning.  M.  S.  W. 

Alameda,  Calif. 

It  is  likely  that  the  trouble  is  due  to  lack  of 
vitality.  Its  appearance  in  the  late  broods 
when  early  broods  had  been  free  from  it, 
would  point  to  this  conclusion.  The  distended 
crop,  though  empty  of  food,  is  full  of  gas. 
The  digestive  apparatus  of  the  chicks  is 
apparently  very  much  out  of  order.  It  has 
"  heart-burn,"'  "  wind  on  the  stomach," 
intense  thirst,  and  "belches"  constantly. 
Low  vitality  is  at  the  root  of  the  trouble. 

As  for  the  cure,  kill  all  weak  chicks.  There 
is  no  room  for  weaklings  in  a  properly  con- 
ducted poultry  yard.  We  have  advised  the 
use  of  the  hatchet  very  often  in  these  columns, 
aud  shall  continue  to  give  such  advice.  There 
is  iu  our  opinion  just  one  time  when  it  pays 
to  doctor  fowls,  i.  e.,  when  they  are  first 
taken  sick.  Weak  chicks  have  no  business  to 
live  at  all ;  their  presence  in  a  yard  is  a  con- 
stant menace  to  the  health  of  their  stronger 
companions. 

You  cannot  sell  cockerels  or  any  other  kind 
of  stock  outside  of  your  immediate  neighbor- 
hood unless  you  do  advertise.  How  else  can 
you  let  people  know  you  have  stock  for  sale? 
If  you  advertise  you  may  sell  them,  and  you 
may  not.  The  chances  are  that,  being  iu  a 
section  where  W.  Leghorns  are  very  popular, 
if  your  stock  is  good  and  your  prices  right 
you  will  make  some  sales,  aud  may  have  a 
very  satisfactory  trade.  Being  unknown  at 
present  to  buyers,  you  cannot  expect  to  get  as 
good  prices  for  your  stock  as  a  breeder  of 
established  reputation  would  ask.  Another 
thing  for  you  to  consider  is,  that  being  a 
beginner  you  are  probably  not  a  very  good 
judge  of  a  bird.  Your  judgment  as  to  values 
may  be  very  much  at  fault.  If  you  can  do  so 
it  would  be  best  for  you  to  ask  the  advice  of 
an  older  breeder  as  to  what  you  ought  to 
charge.  Have  him  come  to  your  yards,  look 
your  stock  over  and  give  you  the  information 
you  are  seeking.  Don't  expect  or  ask  him  lo 
do  this  gratis.  He  may  not  be  williug  to 
take  anything  for  the  service;  but  leave  that 
to  him.   If  it  is  not  convenient  to  do  this, 


study  the  illustrations,  the  printed  descrip- 
tions, etc.,  of  your  breed,  and  get  as  close  an 
estimate  of  the  value  of  the  individual  birds 
\ou  have  for  sale  as  you  can.  If  you  err.be 
sure  to  err  on  the  right  side.  Give  the  buyer 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  You  can  better 
afford  to  sell  birds  for  less  than  their  real 
worth  while  you  are  building  up  your  trade 
than  to  sell  them  for  more. 

In  advertising  "  cut  your  coat  according  to 
your  cloth."'  Take  what  advertising  space 
your  circumstances  warrant.  If  you  find  you 
need  more  it  is  easy  to  increase.  If  you  take 
a  big  space  and  rind  that  less  would  have  done 
just  as  well,  the  advertising  bill  has  to  be  paid 
just  the  same.  The  publishers  of  poultry  (as 
well  as  of  other  papers)  don't  want  patrons 
who  kill  their  business  with  advertising. 
The  favorite  advertisers  are  those  who  adver- 
tise judiciously  and  stay  with  the  paper  year 
after  year. 

Chickens  sometimes  overeat  of  green  food 
when  they  have  been  for  a  long  time  deprived 
of  it.  If  it  is  fed  constantly  there  is  little  or 
no  danger.  There  is  nothing  injurious  to 
chicks  in  either  the  grease  or  the  soapsuds  of 
dishwater.  How  far  the  two  would  neutral- 
ize each  other,  if  nt  all,  when  given  iu  com- 
bination, we  cannot  say.  Soapsuds  alone 
makes  one  of  the  most  effective  remedies  for 
a  slight  cold  in  fowls.  We  have  used  it  for 
years  and  with  uniformly  good  results. 


Wants  a  Remedy  lor  Bed  Buss, 

Mr.  Editor:— My  hens  are  dying.  1  thought  at 
Hist  they  had  cholera.  T  hey  droop  around,  and  have 
a  diarrluea.  Sometimes  I  hey  fall  off  the  roost  dead 
before  we  know  they  are  sick  ;  and  again  they  mope 
around  for  quite  a  while.  Yesterday  I  found  the 
house  alive  w  ith  bed  bugs.  Could  that  be  the  cause 
of  their  dying? 

What  can  1  do  to  rid  the  house  of  them  ?  How  they 
came  in  there  is  a  uiymi-i  y  lo  us.  Please  tell  us  in 
KAIlM-Pori.THY  how  to  get  rid  of  them.  We  set  our 
liens  ou  oat  straw,  and  the  straw  was  alive  Willi  tbemu 
We  have  always  used  straw,  and  never  had  such 
trouble  before.  Did  not  see  anything  in  the  straw 
when  we  putil  in  the  uests.  W.  H.T. 

Litchfield,  in. 

We  have  never  bad  any  experience  with 
bed  bugs.  Several  years  ago  two  of  our 
neighbors  fought  them  for  a  long  time  unsuc- 
cessfully, and  finally  burned  their  hen  houses, 
and  built  new  ones.  If  any  of  our  subscribers 
know  of  an  effective  remedy  we  will  gladly 
print  it. 


Address  Wanted. 

Mr.  Editor:— Please  give  Fanny  Field's  address. 
What  is  your  opinion  concerning  gasoline  to  be  used 
individually  for  Incubators  and  brooders  instead  of 
the  lamp  now  in  use?  I  mean  by  individual,  each 
Incubator  or  each  brooder  to  have  its  own  tank.  Do 
you  think  the  odor  of  the  gas  would  have  any  effect 
upon  the  hatching?  Mrs.  G.  B.  K. 

Pleasanlvlile,  N.  Y. 

When  a  person  writes  over  an  assumed  name 
the  inference  is  that  they  do  not  wish  their 
name  and  address  made  public;  and  though 
Fanny  Field's  address  has  appeared  in  the 
paper  once  at  least,  it  has  been  outside  of 
reading  columns,  and  we  do  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  repeat  it ;  nor  shall  we  tell  when  or  where  it 
appeared. 

Whatever  make  of  incubator  or  brooder  you 
use,  run  it  according  to  the  manufacturers' 
directions.  If  you  want  advice  in  regard  to 
running  it  differently  write  to  them  for  it. 
Their  opinion  ought  to  be  worth  more  than 
anyone  else's.  While  we  know  of  no  one  who 
has  tried  gasoline,  we  doubt  whether  it  is  suited 
to  the  purpose. 


Wants  Three  Hundred  Dollars  a  Year. 

Mr.  Editor:— Seeing  the  kind  way  In  which  you 
have  answered  the  questions  of  others.  I  now  take 
the  liberty  of  asking  a  few  questions  myself. 

1st.  How  many  hens  would  be  necessary  to  make 
$300  per  year,  selling  eggs  and  broilers? 

2d.  How  much  laud  would  be  needed  for  such 
a  place? 

3d.  What  capital  would  be  needed  to  start  such  a 
place? 

4th.  Could  such  a  place  be  managed  by  a  boy  II  Reen 
years  old  ? 

I  am  fifteen  years  old  and  am  determined  to  have  a 
poultry  farm.  I  have  kept  hens  for  three  years,  and 
have  had  as  many  as  fifty  at  a  time,  (they  were  rather 
crowded). 

I  am  well  acquainted  In  Providence,  as  we  formerly 
lived  there:  but  as  father  went  to  work  in  Pawlucket 
we  came  here  to  live.  I  could  get  plenty  of  private 
retail  trade  iu  Providence.  I  think  I  shall  succeed, 
though  others  don't.  W.  A.  I). 

Pawtucket,  K.  1. 

We  like  to  see  a  boy  full  of  energy  and 
determination;  but  if  our  young  friend  will 
take  our  advice  he  will  try  to  secure  work  on 
a  poultry  farm  for  a  few  years,  and  learn  the 


business  before  attempting  It  for  himself. 
Some  boys  of  his  age  might  make  $300  per 
year,  or  even  more,  with  fowls;  but  tbey  are 
the  exceptions.  If  he  has  a  little  capital  that 
he  could  use  now  to  start  in  a  small  way  let 
him  deposit  it  where  it  will  be  accumulating, 
and  let  him  save  what  be  can  to  add  to  it  while 
learning  the  business.  Then  when  he  has 
learned  the  business,  it  will  still  be  a  good 
plan  for  him  to  work  for  a  year  or  two  where 
he  will  have  a  share  in  the  responsibilities  of 
the  business,  and  an  opportunity  to  add  more 
rapidly  to  his  savings  before  putting  his  own 
capital  to  use.  He  is  young  yet,  and  has 
plenty  of  time  before  him.  Not  many  boys 
of  fifteen  can  earn  8300  per  year,  either  in  this 
or  any  other  occupation.  It  will  be  wisest  for 
him  now  to  plan  to  learn  poultry  keeping 
thoroughly,  and  leave  the  question  of  profits 
for  awhile. 


Chicks  Hatched  at  9.>  Degrees. 

Mr.  Edilor:— 1st.  What  Is  thelowest  temperature 
that  will  hatch  good  strong  chickens?  I  have  a  friend 
who  claims  to  have  hatched  chickens  with  tempera- 
ture at  1)5  to  90  degrees  Fahrenheit.  Is  he  right  or 
wrong  ? 

Id.  When  should  chickens  be  exhibited,  In  De- 
cember? 

3d.  How  long  before  the  show  should  you  start  to 
prepare  the  birds? 

4th.  I  have  a  Golden  Wyandotte  pullet  that  acts 
crazy.  When  you  start  to  catch  her  she  Just  stops 
and  twists  her  head  around  and  falls  over.  She  has 
been  that  way  for  about  three  mouths,  and  docs  not 
lay.  Please  tell  nie  what  Is  the  matter  with  her. 

Greeley,  Colo.  L.  C. 

1st.  If  your  friend  meant  that  the  chickens 
hatched  out  at  95  degrees  or  less,  he  may  be 
right.  If  he  meant  that  the  incubator  was 
run  at  that  temperature  throughout  the  batch, 
he  is  wrong.  The  temperature  should  not 
vary  much  from  103  degrees. 

2d.  Exhibitors  have  to  be  governed  by  the 
show  dates,  and  in  the  smaller  shows  these 
have  to  be  arranged  to  suit  the  judges. 

3d.    See  editorial  in  last  F.-P. 

4th.  The  hen  has  vertigo.  For  this  disease 
Dr.  Sanborn  recommends  a  laxative  of  castor 
oil,  and  a  diet  free  from  fat-forming  foods. 


About  Hutching. 
Mr.  Editor:  —  1st.  Do  you.  replace  the  infertile 
eggs  in  the  Incubator  with  fresh  ones? 
2d.   Did  you  ever  succeed  in  hatching  an  egg  with  a 

cracked  shell  ?  a.  B. 

Homer,  Calif. 

1st.  All  the  infertile  eggs  should  be 
removed  from  the  incubator  after  the  first 
test;  but  under  no  circumstances  should  any 
fresh  eggs  be  added  after  the  hatch  has  started. 
Where  one  is  running  three  incubators,  and 
starting  them  all  at  the  same  lime,  it  is  a  good 
policy  to  lake  the  fertile  eggs  from  the  third 
machine  and  divide  them  in  the  first  and 
second,  provided  there  is  room  enough  for 
them.  The  third  machine  can  then  be 
restarted. 

2d.  If  the  shell  of  the  egg  is  merely  cracked, 
and  not  the  inner  lining  broken,  the  egg 
should  batch  as  well  as  if  the  shell  was  per- 
fect.   We  have  done  it. 


NOTHING  BUTOAiNl 


fEED 


INSURES 


BE1TER°  MILK 

AND 

SUPERIOR  BUTTER 

**Vour  money's  Worth  or  Vour 
money  Back" 

Address 

THE  H-0  COMPANY 

71  and  73  Park  Place,         New  York  City 


268 


Farm=  Poultry 


Jtily  15 


The  Skin  Puffs  Up. 

Mr.  Editor :— I  have  a  week  old  chick  whose  left  side 
skin  puffs  up  tight  with  air.  It  is  affected  all  around 
the  thigh  and  stern,  hut  right  side  none  at  all.  When 
it  "yeeps"  the  puff  vibrates  a  little,  and  makes  a 
slight  cracking  sound.  Have  punctured  the  affected 
part  several  times  and  let  the  air  out,  but  it.  soon  fills 
up  again.  The  chick  eats  well  and  seems  to  be  in 
good  health.  What  is  wrong,  and  can  it  be  remedied  ? 

Geneva,  Indiana.  W.  B.H. 

This  is  a  disease  which  usually  attacks  very 
young  chickens  that  are  reared  in  a  close  warm 
place.  Prof.  Vale  says  it  results  from  a 
rupture  of  the  air  cells  which  have  by  some 
means  become  choked.  The  extravasated  air, 
escaping  through  the  connective  tissue,  finds 
its  way  into  the  neck  and  other  parts  of  the 
body.  The  skin  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
neck  is  puffed  out  like  a  ball.  It  is  generally 
associated  with  bronchitis,  says  Prof.  Vale,  in 
which  case  the  symptoms  of  that  disease  will 
also  be  present. 

The  writer  has  had  a  number  of  cases,  and 
found  a  cure  in  puncturing  through  the  skin, 
letting  the  air  escape,  and  then  placing  the 
chick  in  a  moist  warm  atmosphere.  If  there 
is  no  sign  that  the  chicken  is  also  suffering 
from  bronchitis,  add  one  grain  of  citrate  of 
iron  and  quinine  to  each  two  ounces  of  the 
drinking  water. 


Combs  Lop  Over. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  please  tell  me  what  causes 
my  Buff  Plymouth  Rock  chickens'  combs  to  drop 
over  on  one  side?  They  are  four  months  old,  and 
about  all  the  roosters  are  that  way.  I  have  thirty  of 
them,  and  am  feeding  two  quarts  of  mash  in  the  morn- 
ing of  oat  feed  and  bran,  with  a  little  animal  meal, 
about  a  half-pint,  and  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder, 
about  two  teaspoonfuls,  and  a  quart  of  wheat  and 
oats  at  noon  and  night.  They  have  grit,  shells,  and 
grass.  ¥.  S.  W. 

Beverly,  Mass. 

This  trouble  is  the  result  of  a  deficiency  of 
blood.  It  is  caused  partly  by  overcrowding, 
defective  ventilation,  and  poor  light  in  the 
house.  It  also  follows  debilitating  disease. 
If  the  parents  of  the  birds  at  one  time  were 
afflicted,  the  younger  stock  is  apt  to  inherit 
the  weakness. 

First  endeavor  to  determine  the  cause,  and 
then,  if  possible,  remove  it.  Give  a  nutritious 
diet,  fresh  air,  sunlight  and  good  range.  Add 
a  teaspoonful  of  tincture  of  iron  to  a  quart  of 
drinking  water.  Give  only  a  teaspoonful  of 
Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  to  a  pint  of  food, 
daily,  for  a  week  or  so,  and  after  that  give  the 
same  dose  twice  a  week. 


Value  of  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— Forthe  benefit  of  your  readers  will  you 
kindly  tell  us  what  you  consider  an  April  hatched 
thoroughbred  pullet  worth  now,  the  middle  of  June? 
Suppose  the  party  has  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  paid 
high  for  the  best  blood.  I  notice  that  I  have  to  pay 
something  for  my  stock,  but  now  this  party  wants  the 
best  I  have,  best  in  color,  at  twenty  cents  apiece— my 
best  pullets  two  months  old,  and  she  will  pay— "when 
they  arrive."  Well,  I  guess  likely.  For  chickens  of 
same  stock,  ten  cents  apiece  hatched  May  1st.  All 
there  is  about  it,  if  that  is  reasonable  and  I  can  buy 
such— goodbye  to  raising  chickens— goodbye  to  paying 
a  big  price  for  eggs.  Whoever  has  chicks  for  that 
luotiey,  please  advertise,  if  you  can  afford  to.  There's 
one  woman  wilt  buy.  Mrs.  A.  L.  P. 

Leominster,  Mass. 

The  value  of  the  pullets  to  their  owner 
depends  on  how  he  can  use  them, — whether 
he  has  room  to  handle  them  to  advantage,  etc., 
etc.,  as  well  as  on  the  quality  of  the  stock. 
As  long  as  we  had  room  to  handle  them  to 
advantage  we  should  not  sell  really  good 
looking,  promising,  pullets  two  to  three 
months  of  age  for  much  less  than  we  could  get 
for  them  at  maturity.  If  we  hadn't  room  for 
them,  and  could  not  get  a  fair  price  from 
parties  who  wished  to  use  them,  we  would  sell 
them  dressed  as  poultry. 


Advertising  One's  Failures. 

Mr.  Editor:  —Since  early  spring  I  have  lost  about 
thirty-five  of  my  finest  White  Leghorn  hens  by  a 
complaint  entirely  new  to  me.  First  symptoms, 
looseness  of  bowels;  voidiugs  dark  colored  or  black; 
fowl  stuck  up  under  vent;  after  awhile  vent  or  egg 
passage  protrudes  and  bleeds,  at  which  poiut  I  have 
used  the  axe  remedy.  I  put  four  in  coop,  and  kept 
them  until  they  died  of  their  own  accord.  They 
would  continue  laying  eggs  in  this  condition— in  fact 
one  died  in  the  act  of  laying,  the  egg  being  about 
half  way  out.  They  seem  to  have  good  appetites,  are 
strong  and  In  good  flesh  as  any  fowl  in  health. 

1  lay  the  trouble  to  too  much  sour  milk.  Since  last 
fall  have  been  giving  all  they  would  eat  or  drink, 
keeping  it  by  them  all  the  while,  also  mixing  up 
morning  mash  with  it.  Stopped  feeding  it  entirely 
about  two  weeks  ago;  as  yet  see  no  improvement  in 
flock,  many  of  which  are  showing  same  symptoms  in 
first  stages.  Feed  morning  one-half  gluten  meal  one- 
fourth  chop  (corn  aud  oats),  one-fourth  wheat  bran  , 
mixed  with  sour  milk  up  to  two  weeks  ago.  I  scald 
It  now.  Night  feed  equal  parts  oats,  buckwheat. 


cracked  corn,  aud  scorched  wheat.  Furnish  abun- 
dance of  green  food  daily,  grass,  turnip  tops,  lettuce, 
etc.  Fresh  water,  oyster  shells  aud  grit.  Fowls  are 
confined  iu  yards  10x100;  house  pens  10x14,  thirty 
fowls  in  flock.  If  you  can  advise  a  remedy  will  be 
greatly  indebted  to  you,  as  I  am  in  the  business  for  a 
living,  and  if  this  keeps  up  it  means  disaster  to  me. 
About  fifty  of  my  flock  of  four  hundred  show  first 
symptoms  of  complaint  now.  Yours  truly, 

XXX. 

P.  S.  One  doesn't  like  advertising  their  failures.  I 
would  prefer,  if  you  publish  this  in  F.-P.,  that  you  do 
not  print  my  name,  but  use  nom  de  plume. 

We  judge  that  the  trouble  iu  this  case  is 
primarily  inflammation  of  the  oviduct  caused 
by  vent  gleet.  The  protrusion,  of  course,  is 
"  prolapse,"  and  some  of  the  bens  were  "  egg- 
bound;"  but  neither  of  these  causes  would 
be  likely,  in  our  opinion,  to  make  such  an 
epidemic  in  a  flock;  they  seem  to  be  compli- 
cations of  the  other  disease  or  diseases.  We 
cannot  give  space  here  to  a  full  discussion  of 
the  question,  aud  would  advise  all  our  readers 
who  have  similar  troubles  to  study  up  on  the 
diseases  mentioned.  Procure  acopy  of  "Farm- 
Poultry  Doctor,"  and  read  it  carefully.  Post 
yourself  so  that  when  a  disease  appears  in 
your  flock  you  will  recognize  it,  and  be  able 
to  treat  it  while  treatment  will  be  effective. 
In  another  way  you  may  exercise  forethought 
to  your  advantage.  Keep  on  hand,  aud  con- 
veniently at  hand,  a  few  of  the  simple  reme- 
dies most  likely  to  be  needed  in  doctoring  sick 
fowls.    Be  prepared  for  emergencies. 


Boarding  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  four  hundred  S.  C.  White  Leg- 
horns from  four  weeks  to  three  months  old,  incubator 
hatched,  and  have  a  party  in  the  country  who  will 
take  them  until  the  middle  of  October  to  board,  but 
don't  know  how  much  it  is  worth.  Can  you  give  me 
any  idea?  He  will  feed  soft  food  in  the  morning  and 
corn  and  a  little  wheat  at  night.  They  will  have  free 
range,  and  whether  they  will  eat  more  than  twenty 
or  twenty-five  cents  worth  each  for  the  three  and  one- 
half  months  I  don't  know.  I  live  iu  the  city,  and  have 
but  a  small  yard,  and  this  is  my  first  year  at  the  bus- 
iness. F.  O.  G. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

A  most  satisfactory  way  would  be  forthe 
party  boarding  the  chicks  to  keep  account  of 
food,  charge  for  it  at  market  rates,  and  then 
make  a  lump  charge  for  furnishing  quarters 
and  care.  It  ought  to  be  easy  for  him  to  get 
at  the  proper  charge  for  these  last  items. 


Diarrhoea  in  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— lam  having  bad  luck  with  my  little 
chickens.  I  have  an  incubator,  and  have  no  trouble  in 
hatching  chicks.  They  seem  strong  and  all  right 
until  they  are  about  a  week  old,  then  they  have  diar- 
rhoea and  die  off.  I  have  done  everything  for  them 
but  it  don't  do  any  good.  I  have  a  good  place  for 
them,  a  large  square  room  plastered,  and  have  a  stove 
in  the  room.  I  keep  fire  in  day  time,  and  at  night  the 
chicks  are  put  iu  a  brooder.  They  seem  to  be  all 
right  except  that  diarrhoea.  Does  Sheridan's  Con- 
dition Powder  help  that  disease  ?         Mrs.  F.  L.  M. 

Warren,  Mich. 

Diarrhoea  in  chicks  comes  from  sloppy  or 
sour  food,  bad  water,  damp  quarters,  filthy 
coops,  exposure  to  cold  and  wet,  and  too 
much  green  food.  Remove  the  cause,  and 
keep  the  chicks  warm.  Feed  cooked  rice,  or 
bread  scalded  in  milk,  or  scalded  milk  to 
drink.  Alternate  this  diet  with  a  mash  com- 
posed of  one  part  bran  and  two  parts  mid- 
dlings to  which  fine  bone  meal  and  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder  is  added. 

Dr.  Sanborn,  in  "Farm-Poultry  Doctor," 
gives  a  very  interesting  article  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  says  diarrhoea  is  more  prevalent  in 
chicks  than  constipation.  "Chicks  suffer  from 
this  disease  quite  young,  whether  raised  in 
brooder  or  with  the  mother  hen.  It  is  pro- 
duced sometimes  from  want  of  heat.  Many  a 
brooderful  of  tine  chicks  has  joined  the  'silent 
majority  '  simply  because  its  owner  persisted 
in  regulating  its  heat  by  a  thermometer  rest- 
ing on  the  warm  floor.  I  some  time  ago  gave 
up  the  thermometer  in  brooders,  finding  that 
the  appearance  of  the  chick  was  the  best  test 
of  the  right  temperature.  If  I  find  the  chicks 
lying  near  the  edge  of  the  fringe  of  the 
'  mother,'  with  a  look  of  contentment  on  each 
of  them,  I  know  the  heat  is  correct ;  but  if 
they  are  crowded  together  in  the  center,  I 
am  certain  more  heat  is  needed.  I  prefer  heat 
enough  so  that  some  of  the  heads  can  be  seen 
thrust  out  through  the  fringe.  Diarrhoea  is 
also  caused  in  chicks  from  feeding  too  coarse, 
half  cooked  food.  Too  much  bran  in  mash, 
or  simply  mixing  it  with  warm  water,  often 
leads  to  bowel  troubles.  Until  my  chicks  are 
four  weeks  old,  I  bake  my  mash  in  a  hot  oven 
at  least  three  hours.    The  ground  grain  and 


meat  is  mixed  with  cold  water  or  milk,  and 
then  put  into  large  milk  pans  to  bake.  I  take 
no  chances  from 'uncooked  food,  and  am  cer- 
tain from  my  experience  that  the  results  pay 
well  for  the  extra  time  and  work  needful. 
A  sudden  shower  sometimes  so  chills  the 
chick  that  catarrh  of  the  bowels  follows. 
Keep  the  chicks  where  dry  and  warm;  add  a 
handful  of  linseed  meal  to  each  panful  of  feed  ; 
and  put  one  tablespoonful  tincture  of  iron  into 
one  quart  of  cold  water  for  drink.  Avoid  the 
feeding  of  sour  milk  to  very  young  chicks. 
Have  grit  within  reach." 


Best  Breed  for  Arizona.    Wants  a  Whole 
Volume  in  a  Letter. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  been  a  subscriber  to  Farm- 
Poultry  the  past  year  from  Liberty,  Mo.  On 
account  of  my  health  I  was  obliged  to  come  to  Ari- 
zona. 

This  being  a  new  country,  I  find  it  to  be  a  first  class 
place  to  open  a  poultry  farm.  My  experience  iu  the 
poultry  business  being  very  small,  I  am  obliged  to 
ask  for  assistance. 

This  being  a  very  dry  country  I  would  think 
chickens  would  do  well.  The  market  is  simply  good 
as  a  man  can  want,  it  seems  to  me.  I  have  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  aud  sixty  acres.  I  will  take  it  as  a  great 
favor,  if  not  intruding  too  much  on  valuable  time 
if  you  will  suggest  the  kind  of  fowls  to  commence 
with,  eggs  being  the  chief  market  commodity. 

It  seems  to  me  best  to  buy  a  few  hens  and  the 
required  number  of  cockerels  of  the  stock  best  for 
my  purpose,  with  a  view  to  enlarging  afterward. 
I  expect  to  enter  the  business  extensively  if  I  find 
any  show  of  succeeding. 

I  wish  you  would  tell  me  by  letter  what  each  stock 
is  best  for.  In  fact,  explain  the  different  classes  of 
fowls,  also  how  to  lay  off  the  pens,  yards,  brooder 
houses,  etc.;  the  best  dimensions  with  a  view  to 
enlarging  all  in  the  future.  R.  M. 

Prescott,  Arizona. 

To  give  such  a  reply  as  this  subscriber 
wants  by  letter,  would  be  a  good  day's  work; 
to  give  what  he  asks  for  would  be  to  write  a 
fair  sized  book.  We  can  through  this  column 
give  him  a  few  hints  and  tell  where  to  find 
information  which  will  assist  him.  He  will 
find  that  in  poultry  raising  a  dry  climate  has 
advantages  and  disadvantages.  In  Farm- 
Poultry  for  March,  1894,  the  article,  "Poul- 
try iu  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region,"  will  give 
him  some  useful  information. 

As  to  the  best  breed,  that  is  an  open  ques- 
tion. We  have  seen  all  the  popular  varieties 
handled  with  good  results  in  Colorado,  which 
has  a  climate  similar,  in  the  main,  to  that  of 
Arizona.  The  scratching  shed  house  as 
described  in  F.-P.  for  May  1st  will  suit  as  well 
as  any  other ;  but  we  would  make  the  curtains 
open  outward,  like  an  awning,  to  shade  the 
interior  of  the  shed  in  hot  weather.  They 
could  be  made  to  swing  either  way.  The 
brooder  question  is  still  unsettled,  and  we 
cannot  settle  it  for  anyone.  Some  people  pre- 
fer one  system,  some  another.  The  advantage 
in  starting  in  a  small  way  is  that  one  can 
experiment  a  little  and  find  out  what  suits 
him  before  putting  much  capital  into  a  plant. 


Buff  or  Golden  Wyandottes? 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  kindly  inform  me  which  is 
the  best  Wyandotte,  the  Buffor  Golden  ?  I  wish  to  find 
out,  as  I  am  thinking  of  getting  a  pen  of  them. 

Memphis,  Tenn.  J.  S.  T. 

That  is  a  hard  question  to  answer,  as  we 
never  kept  either  of  them.  The  Buff  Wyan- 
dotte is  a  new  creation,  and  lovers  of  the  buff 
color  no  doubt  pin  their  faith  to  them.  We 
have  excellent  reports  of  the  Golden  Wyan- 
dottes, especially  as  a  general  purpose  fowl. 
It  would  be  better  to  have  the  opinions  of 
those  of  our  readers  who  have  tried  both. 


Leghorns  Will  Fly. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Is  there  any  way  to  keep  White  Leg- 
horns from  flying  over  an  eight  foot  fence,  except  by 
cutting  their  wings?  I  am  about  to  get  a  nice  lot  of 
birds,  and  do  not  wish  to  cut  their  wings  if  I  can  help 
it;  but  I  must  keep  them  enclosed.  W.  H.  M. 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Leghorns  will  fly,  especially  if  they  are  in 
strange  quarters.  While  visiting  the  farm  of 
R.  G.  Buffinton,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  we  were 
surprised  at  the  low  fences  he  had  for  Leg- 
horns; not  more  than  four  feet  high;  but 
there  was  no  top  piece  to  the  fence;  it  was  all 
wire.  The  birds  were  put  in  there  while 
young,  so  that  they  soon  become  accustomed 
to  the  yard.  In  introducing  strange  birds 
there  should  be  wires  strung  out  from  the 
fence,  so  that  if  the  fowls  flew  up  they  would 
be  sure  to  strike  the  wires.  This  would 
throw  them  back,  and  they  would  not  be  apt 
to  try  it  again.  Never  have  a  wooden  top 
piece  to  the  wire  netting  fence,  as  it  only  gives 
them  an  object  to  fly  at. 


A  Guinea-P.  Kock  Hybrid. 

Mr. Editor: — I  haveacross  byaGuineahen  and  a 
B.  P.  Rock  rooster.  It  is  about  three  weeks  old. 
What  shall  I  call  the  name?  And  if  I  raise  it  will  they 
breed?  J.  B.C. 

Hearne,  Tex. 

You  will  have  to  name  the  bird  yourself. 
We  don't  exactly  understand  the  last  part  of 
your  question.  What  do  you  want  to  breed  it 
with?  Mules  are  generally  infertile,  but  cases 
have  been  reported  of  their  breeding  together 
or  with  one  of  the  parent  species.  As  we 
remember  it,  most  of  such  cases  occurred  iu 
plants.  The  common  mule,  the  result  of  the 
union  of  the  jack  and  the  mare,  is  one  of  our 
most  useful  domestic  animals,  and  it  seems 
strange  that  efforts  have  not  been  made  to 
produce  other  useful  hybrids.  Here  is  a  field 
for  some  enterprising  genius.  At  the  New 
York  show  last  winter,  Mr.  T.  Farrar  Backhaul 
exhibited  as  curiosities  a  cross  of  a  Guinea 
male  on  a  Buff  turkey,  and  one  of  a  Guinea 
male  on  a  common  hen. 


Using  Droppings. 

Mr.  Editor:— Are  chicken  droppings  good  to  put 
around  plum  trees  ?  If  so,  how  much  would  you  put 
to  each  tree?  Are  the  droppings  good  for  fertilizer? 

Des  Moines,  Iowa.  E.  W. 

One  of  the  very  best  ways  of  using  poultry 
droppings  is  as  you  gather  the  manure  fresh 
each  morning  to  dig  a  circle  around  the  tree 
and  empty  a  half-peck  of  droppings  into  the 
circle.  Then  cover  up  with  dirt.  We  mark 
each  tree  as  we  put  this  manure  around  by 
tying  a  piece  of  string  to  one  of  the  branches. 
Then  after  we  have  gone  all  over  the  place, 
we  start  agaiu,  this  time  removing  the  string 
as  we  go  along.  The  droppings,  if  preserved 
so  that  they  do  not  become  hard,  are  excellent 
for  fertilizer.  Mixed  with  equal  parts  of 
sifted  coal  ashes  they  are  first  class  for  corn. 

Poultry. 

An  absolutely  non-poisonous  disinfect- 
ant is  a  necessity  in  the  poultry  run  and 
pigeon  cote.  Healthy  birds  can  be  pro- 
duced only  in  healthful  surroundings — 

"  Sanitas." 

Write  for  FREE  book,  "  How  to  Disinfect." 

The  American  &  Continental  "Sanitas"  Co.  Ltd. 

636  to  642  West  55th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Breeders  and  Marketmen. 

OUR  REQUESTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  when  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing patrons  always  mention  FARM-POULTRY. 
Another  is  if  you  ask  them  questions^  always  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly,  ft  shoics  that  you  mean  business* 
Remember,  "Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar,"  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.  G. 
Robinson,  printer  F.-P.,  29  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

A.  P.  AULEN,  Meadville,  Pa.  S.  C.  White  Leg- 
horns,  K.  0.  Brown  Leghorns.  Silver  Spangled 
Hamburg's,  Light  Brahmas,  White  Cochins,  Sil- 
ver Wvahdottes,  B.  P.  Rocks,  Fekin  Ducks.  Send 
for  circular.  All  eggs  are  $1  per  13;  $2.50  per  40. 
Bronze  Turkey  eggs,  $1.50  per  10.  You  can 
order  direct  from  this,  and  eggs  will  he  sent  as 
soon  as  possible  after  receipt  of  order.  After 
June  20th,  I  will  spare  some  of  my  '97  breeding 
pens  of  above  varieties  at  $6.50  per  pen  of  live; 
Leghorns  at  S5  per  pen. 

A  BARGAIN,  15  pairs  mated  young  Homers.  2 
pairs  half  Homers.  Some  speedy  racing  stock.  17 
pairs  for  $11.  One  grand  pair  show  white  Ant- 
werps,  win  any  where,  $2.50.  Belgian  Hares.  W. 
W.  Kulp,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

A  RARE  CHANCE.  To  make  room  for  my 
young  stock  will  sell  ;i  pens  of  choice  Barred  Ply. 
Stocks  cheap  for  quality  of  stock.  For  particulars 
address,   F.  A.  Quimby,  East  Rochester,  N.  H. 

BARGAINS  in  1897  breeders.  Golden  and  Buff 
Wyans.  and  White  Wonders.  Few  more  of  the 
common  yearling  hens  at  12c.  lb.  F.  S.  Tenney, 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Meadville,  Pa.,  breeder  of  Single 
Comb  White  Leghorns,  Rose  Comb  Brown  Leg- 
horns, Barred  P.  Rocks,  Bronze  Turkeys  and 
Pekin  Ducks.  All  eggs  $1  per  13,  except  turkey 
eggs,  $1.35  per  9.  Send  for  circular. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS,  specialty  10  years. 
Circular  free.   J.  L.  Randolph,  Bartlett,  Ohio. 

WHITE  WYANDOT  TES  exclusively.  Brown  egg 
strain.  Fowls  bred  for  practical  purposes;  eggs,  $1 
per  13;  incubator  eggs,  $5 per  100.  Stock  in  season. 
Sat.  guar'd.   P.  D.  While,  North  Attleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  brown  egg  strain.  All 
stock  guarae.   W.  B.  Eastman,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

WH.WYAND'S.  Large,  dark  egg  strain.  Eggs.  $2 
per  sit.;  3  sit.  $5.   Rush  Vaugban,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  large  dark  egg,  pro- 
lific laying  strain.   W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WYANDOTTES,  Silver  and  Golden, highest  awards 
in  Boston.  '96.  At  Peabody,  '97,  won  21  regular 
and  8  specials  on  28  entries.  My  patrons  won  in 
Boston  and  Canada,  Jan.,  '97.  Stock  large,  open 
laced,  farm  raised,  prolific— none  better.  All  my 
winners  of  note  are  iu  my  yards.  A  fine  pen  of 
Silvers  and  Goldens  for  sale.  Eggs  at  half  price, 
SI  per  13  for  2  or  more  sittings.  John  C.  Jodrey, 
Dauvers,  Mass. 


ISM 


Farm-Pottltrv 


2B9 


It.   Brshiu«-W.  W.vandotto  fro--. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  want  to  cross  I.I.  Rralmias  with  Wli. 
Wyandottes.  Please  lei  mc  know  oj  UMSS  of 
Fakm-Poi'LTRy  which  you  think  the  best.— cross- 
ing a  Bralnua  male  with  Wyandotte  hens,  or  a  Wyan- 
dotte male  with  Brahma  hens.  In  what  points  w  ill 
Ibe  products  of  these  crosses  differ?  C.  D. 

Wiustcd.  t'onn. 

We  do  not  know  of  anyone  who  hits  ni.-ule 
the  cross  both  way*.  The  cross  of  Wyandotte 
males  on  Brahma  hens  is  considered  a  good 
oue  by  those  who  believe  in  crosses — but  we 
can't  help  asking  why  you  want  to  cross? 


Too  Largo  a  Flock. 
Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  What  is  meant  OJ  irrit  ?   And  is 
it  necessary  to  have  it  for  fowls  that  ruu  in  a  larjsre 
sandy  yard? 

id.  What  is  the  best  srreen  food  to  feed  fowls  that 
are  confined  to  a  yard?  How  often  should  they  be 
fed  treen  food  ? 

Sd.  What  is  the  quickest  and  most  thorough  w  ay  to 
rid  fowls  of  ltce? 

4th.  What  treatment  is  good  for  a  B.  P.  K.  rooster, 
that  sits  down  ail  the  time,  and  when  he  does  walk, 
walks  stiffly. eats  all  right?  His  comb  and  wattles  are 
rather  pale? 

5th.  How  often  should  bone  meal  be  fed? 

6th.  Is  corn  meal  (coarse)  and  wheat  bran  a  good 
mixture  for  the  morning  mash? 

My  chickens  areut  doing  Tery  well,  but  1  am  not 
easily  discouraged,  and  intend  to  keep  trying  until  I 
do  make  tliem  do  well.  I  have  a  ll-K-k  of  150  hens, 
about  lialf  B.  P.  R.  and  the  rest  S.  0.  B.  L.  Have  had 
some  delay  in  having  my  division  pans  finished,  and 
they  have  been  running  together.  Perhaps  that  is 
the  reason  they  have  not  done  so  well.  I  get  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  information  from  your  paper. 

Jonesboro, Ga.  Mrs.  It.  H. 

1st.  "Grit"  is  a  fine  sharp  gravel,  or  sub- 
stance similar  in  properties  taken  into  the 
gizzard  of  fowls  to  assist  in  the  maceration  of 
the  food.  The  fowls  in  a  gravel  yard  might 
not  need  It  for  awhile,  but  careful  wateh 
should  be  kept  that  when  the  supply  of  sharp 
gravel  of  suitable  size  is  exhausted  more  may 
be  provided. 

2d.  Freshly  cut  elover,  lettuce,  cabbage, 
spinach,  beet  and  turnip  tops,  (in  short, 
nearly  everything  of  that  kind),  make  good 
green  food.   Feed  daily. 

3d.  We  cannot  answer  this  better  than  by 
reprinting  instructions  often  given. 

'•  Dust  the  hens  thoroughly  with  a  reliable 
insect  powder,  and  strew  some  of  the  powder 
in  the  nesu  every  now  and  then.  Once  a 
week  pour  kerosene  over  the  roosts;  and 
every  spring  and  fall  whitewash  the  inside  of 
the  bouse  with  a  lime  w  ash  to  which  is  added 
an  ounce  of  carbolic  acid  for  every  pail. 
Regularly,  once  a  month,  turn  the  fowls  out 
doors,  close  up  the  house  tightly,  and  burn  a 
pound  of  sulphur  in  each  pen.  After  having 
set  a  match  to  the  paper  holding  the  sulphur, 
get  out  of  the  building  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Let  the  sulphur  burn  for  an  hour  or  so,  then 
throw  open  the  windows  and  doors.  By  fol- 
lowing out  this  plan  the  entire  year  there  will 
be  no  further  trouble  with  these  miserable 
pests.    We  know,  for  we  have  tried  it." 

4th.    The  rooster  is  probably  covered  with 
lice.    Get  rid  of  them,  and  he  should  soon  be 
all  right. 
5th.    Two  or  three  times  a  week. 
6th.  Yes. 


Oatmeal  for  Young  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— Would  you  please  advise  me  the  best 
manner  of  preparing  oatmeal  to  be  fed  young  chicks  ? 
I  often  see  it  mentioned  in  your  articles,  but  never 
flee  it  explained  how  to  prepare  it,  except  to  moisten 
with  milk ;  and  yon  fail  to  say  if  it  should  be  fed  in  its 
natural  state  moistened  with  milk,  or  cooked.  M\ 
experience  is  that  when  cooked  it  becomes  sticky  and 
too  much  of  a  solid  substance.  F.  C.  W". 

Joliel,  Ills. 

We  give  the  oatmeal  in  a  raw  state,  moist- 
ened with  milk.  Do  not  get  it  too  wet — just 
wet  enough  so  that  it  will  be  soaked  or  wet 
through.  We  give  oatmeal  in  this  state, 
alternated  with  bread  crumbs  moistened  in 
milk,  for  the  first  ten  days,  after  which  the 
chicks  are  given  heavier  foods,  such  as  have 
been  mentioned  in  these  columns  time  and 
again. 


Shooting  the  Red. 
Mr.  Editor:— Please  tell  me  what  is  the  meaning  of 
"  shooting  the  red  "  in  young  turkeys.         I.  E.  D. 
Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

At  the  age  of  six  or  eight  weeks,  the  young 
turkeys,  if  they  have  thrived  well,  will 
develop  the  red  carunculous  formation  about 
the  bead  and  neck,  so  characteristic  of  the 
turkey.  This  condition  is  delayed  a  month  if 
the  chicks  are  late  hatched  or  have  been  weak. 
After  shooting  or  throwing  the  red  the  sexes 


cau  l>e  easily  distinguished,  and  the  young  go 
under  the  name  of  poults.  The  book,  "  Tur- 
key Culture."  says  they  should  not  be  allowed 
to  perch  too  early,  but  bedded  down  upon 
chaff,  leaves,  etc.,  or  they  will  have  crooked 
breasts.  Later  on,  the  flesh  appendage  over 
the  beak,  and  the  billy  or  horsehair-like  tuft 
on  the  breast,  make  their  appearance  in  the 
male  birds,  which,  with  tail  erected  and  out- 
spread, aud  with  the  whole  body  inflated  w  ith 
pomp,  can  be  easily  distinguished  from  their 
more  sombre  sisters.  At  the  time  of  "  throw- 
ing the  red  "  the  young  turkeys  pass  through 
their  chicken  moult,  another  critical  period 
in  their  life.  The  birds  lose  their  appetite, 
and  languish  several  days.  They  require  now 
more  stimulating  food  and  a  larger  meat  diet. 
Being  insectivorous,  the  best  range  young 
turkeys  can  have  is  among  shrubbery,  bushes, 
and  such  like.  If  the  weather  be  open  and 
fine,  and  the  birds  have  a  little  extra  care  for 
a  short  time,  they  become  as  hardy,  as  adults, 
:is  they  were  delicate  when  young. 


They  Are  AH  Right. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  a  new-  beginner  in  poultry  raising 
on  a  small  scale.  Last  January  I  bought  four  pullets 
and  a  cockerel  of  the  S.  C.  W.  Leghorn  breed!  said  to 
be  pure.  Last  spring  we  set  eggs  from  them,  ami  as 
a  result  we  have  twenty  chicks  that  are  now  about 
two  months  old.  About  one-half  of  them  have  not 
developed  any  comb,  scarcely;  the  other  half  have 
very  well  developed  combs.  Is  the  fact  of  no  comb  a 
Btga  that  they  are  not  pure: — or  is  there  some  reason 
for  it?  Please  answer  fully.  L.  E.  S. 

Yevay.  Ind. 

The  chicks  which  have  not  developed  combs 
are  pullets,  and  the  comb  development  will 
come  as  they  approach  laying  maturity. 


Grass  for  a  Sandy  Soil. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  what 
grass  would  do  best  on  a  sandy  soil?  It  is  a  hill 
sloping  southward,  and  very  dry.  I  want  It  for  a 
poultry  yard  next  spring. 

2d.  Would  a  cement  floor  be  too  cold  for  a  poultry 
house.  In  this  climate  where  the  tem|>erature  Is 
between  zero  and  twenty  degrees  below  most  of  the 
winter?  B.  E.  S. 

Eau  Claire,  Wis. 

1st.  In  southern  New  Jersey,  where  the 
soil  is  naturally  sandy,  grass  is  grown  by  first 
sowing  a  crop  of  rye,  and  when  it  is  about  a 
foot  or  more  high  it  is  turned  under  and  stable 
manure  thrown  on  top,  which  also  is  plowed 
in.  Then  in  fall  rye,  clover  and  timothy  seed 
are  mixed  and  sown.  The  following  spring, 
after  the  rye  is  high  enough  to  cut,  it  is  mown, 
and  the  timothy  and  clover  have  a  good  start. 
In  poultry  yards,  however,  rye  or  oats  are 
sown,  and  after  about  two  inches  high  the 
chickens  are  turned  on  it. 

2d.  A  cement  floor  will  not  be  too  cold  if 
several  inches  of  dirt  is  thrown  on  top;  but 
we  prefer  regular  earth  floors. 


Egg*  Were  Not  Fertile. 

Mr.  Editor: — A  short  time  since  1  had  alien  sitting 
on  Plymouth  Rock  eggs.  After  she  had  been  on  the 
eggs  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  days  and  hatched 
nothing,  I  took  her  away,  and  on  breaking  the  eggs 
they  were  apparently  just  as  before  being  set — not 
addled  at  all.  The  yolks  and  whites  were  not  even  . 
separated.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  trouble  was? 
Afterwards  I  heard  of  several  other  cases  of  the 
same  kind,  C.  C.  K. 

Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

It  is  a  plain  case  of  infertile  eggs.  Had  the 
eggs  been  fertilized,  and  not  batched,  or 
rather  the  germ  died,  the  eggs  would  have 
become  rotten. 


Ducks  are  Dying. 

Mr.  Editor:  — My  ducks  are  dying;  they  usually 
stop  laying  and  refuse  to  eat.  They  dump  around 
alone,  the  heart  flutters  when  excited  in  the  least.  I 
dissected  one.  I  thought  the  liver  a  little  larger  than 
it  should  be,  but  could  see  nothing  else  wrong.  The 
gizzard  contained  nothing  but  sand.  She  had  appar- 
ently starved  to  death.  They  have  been  running  on 
overflowed  pasture  land  during  the  day  time,  and  kept 
np  nights.  The  one  I  mention  laid  the  morning  she 
died.  H.  C. 

Santiam,  Oregon. 

We  believe  the  ducks  are  o/erstimulated 
with  the  feed.  Whole  grain,  such  as  corn, 
has  a  tendency  to  do  that.  A  lack  of  bran  in 
the  mash  will  also  cause  similar  trouble;  also 
a  lack  of  good  lime  grit  like  crushed  oyster 
shells.  We  keep  the  latter  constantly  before 
the  ducks,  and  never  feed  whole  grain. 


-OWKER'S  FERTILIZERS  - 


for  HOUSE  PLANTS, 
LAWNS,  GARDENS, 
FARM  CROPS. 


A  book  on      Window  Gardening, 
and   enough  odorless  fertil- 
izer for  thirty  plants  three 
months,   sent  by   mall  for 


25c. 


Catalogue  free.    State  for  what  purpose  fertilljer  Is  wanted  when  wrttlng 

¥     BOWKER  FERTILIZER  CO.,        -       -       "  Boston. 


Buyers'  Directory,  g 


POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 


"FECIAL  PRICES  on  p 

for  catalogue.  A.  A.  St.  Germain,  ha 


ultry  supplies.  Send 
kakee.  III. 


PRINTING. 


'TKIt'TI.Y  mil  rht-s  j-to.'k  and  work.  >ee  ad.  -''I 
I    <-..\  er.  lirportrr  Prim im.'  Hou.-e.  \\ " ■  •  h -  ^  ill- ■.  N  1  . 


 WANTED.  

4  MAN  of  experience  with  capital  would  like  to 
J\.  find  party  with  poultry  plant  complete  who 
wishes  to  enlarge,  or  wants  partner.  Or  will  rent  a 
plant  complete.  Address  Partner.  F.-I'oultry. 

WANTED.  An  energetic  vouug  married  man  to 
take  charge  of  poultry  farm  of  6  acres,  as  part- 
ner or  on  shares.  Must  furnish  good  portion  of 
stock.  \Vm.  Hahiuan,  Box  3.  Altoona.  Pa. 


WYANDOTTES. 


CLASSJE/ED  AD  YER  TISEMESTS  only  trill  be 
printed  under  this  heading;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  word  or  name  allowed;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  wishes;  all  space 
used  except  classified  headline,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  tine  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  will  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  words  will  make  a  line;  all  parts 
of  titles  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  will  be 
arranged  alphabetically,  as  in  a  "  business  directory." 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

—  —  i  ;  i  ai:  il .  u  n  r,  , ,  \.  a.  Ktioi-u.-.i;,  r. 
4   4  \f  U'ks.  I,,  liralis..  ( '.1.  tia..  l'.I>uck-.\\  ,\\  vs. 

BLACK  Miuorcus  and  S.  C.  Br.  Leghorns,  large 
vigorous,  winners  of  inauv  prizes,  llest  strains 
in  the  world.  Few  good  cockerels  to  $4.  Eggs,  $2 
per  !■>.  K.  It.  i  (rain  I'ike.  Pike  Station.  N  .  II. 

CHOICE  \V.  and  11.  I'.  Kooks  and  \V.  Wyai  lie-. 
Yearlings  and  voung  stock  for  sale  cheap.  Great 
laying  strain-,  lioo.s.  Uowcii.  Fast  ford.  Ct. 

IT.  KKAH,  \V.  1".  Rocks,  prize  winning.  Eggs 
i  in  -<  a-oii.  Mo.  k.    i'.  <'.  itrown.  Qitecheg,  Vt. 

CLOVER  HAY. 

I.OV  Kit,  ■■hi  \ .  ad\  i.  i  U-.  .      p,  r]"i  lh-.  1ITH1TK  \\  \  andotte- and  I'ekin. lucks.  UOfi  early 

W  Ihid  Kami.  Mali. hi  V..  Philadelphia.  Pa.  >  V     farm  raised  chicks  and  a  few  yearlings. _ 


"I"|THITE  Wyandoltes  exclusively,  early  layers 
T  ¥     hrown  eggs,  fowls  bred  for  eggs  and  poultry. 
Eggs  $1  per  13;  tor  incu.  $o  per  100.   Stock  in  season. 
Sat.  guar'd.       A.  M.  Jerauld,  No.  Allleboro.  Mass. 


•  —  —  i  •  FAKM,  Warier.  N.  II. 
1  HI)  H'ks,  L,  Brails.,  C.  I.  Ga 


\\  .W>  -.,  B.  P. 

nes  unexcelled. 


ll'VAN  DOTTES.    Gold,  Silver,  White,  Buff. 

▼  ▼  Eggs,  $1.  Choice  voung  stock  after  Sept.  l-i. 
Violette  Laced  Wyandoltes.  No  eggs.  Stock  afierOct. 

Svlvan  Grove  Poultry  Kami.  Kernardston,  Mass. 


yy 


'IlI'l  K  Wy.  Strong,  vig.  slock.  Eggs  rest  sea- 
75C.-13:  $2-50.  C.  H.  Trask.  MIJdlebnry.CL 


■  till!  SALE—  A  choice  lot  of  White  and  S.  Wyan- 
r  dotte  hens  and  yearling  cocks.  Write  your 
wants.  Address  Oakland  Farm.  Kelsey,  Ohio. 


yv 


H  ITE  W.  Practical  fow  l-.  producer-.  ,M'k 
aud  eggs.   J.  H.  Fleming,  Dunellen,  N.J. 


DUCKS. 


AY 


""<WMd  I'EKIN  Ducks,  hatched  this  season. 
4  \w\f\f  Kim-  breeders,  $1  each.  Guaranteed 

to  e.pial  any  found.     W  .  II.  Km  •  Ilium,  '-peonk,  I..  I. 

PEKIN  DICKS  f..|  -ale.  Ilankin  and  Newman 
slock.  $I..H>ea.   V.  O.  Price.  Bri.lgewaler.  Mass. 


.lit  'iii'   i\  -  .  t  i  i 1  i  .  i    i  >  trai  iiiipn. 

.  K  Schauher,  Ball-ti.n  Lake.  N  .  V . 
rH  ITE  WYANDOTTES  for  sale.  Fell  strain, 
SO  yearling  hens  and  breeding  cock  birds.  If 
ant  good  slock  up  to  date  at  reasonable  prices 
A.  Holmes,  Cuvler.  N .  Y. 


ECCS. 


I  EAKM,  Warner.  N  .  11.  I.ai-L'e  proline  It.  egg 

Jt  4  -II  -.  H.  P.  IKks.,  I.,  liiah.  c.  I.  (lames,  W.  Wys. 
•  )/!      *l.-i.">  from  choice  matiiiL's  of  II.  and  \\  .  P. 

—  O  Rocks,  W.  w  yandotti  -.  R. and  S.C.  lo...  and 
White  Leghorns     Ad.  iiakland  Farm.  KoNey,  Ohio. 

HEIU'CEIl  rales  on  all  var.  poultry  egg-  rest  of 
season.  .'J'  page  Look  ac.  .I.A.Hergev.  Tel  ford.  Pa. 

EXCHANGE. 

1ITANT  TO  EXCHANGE  new  bicycle  forpoul- 
i  r\  and  pigeon-.        1 1.  .\  '-"*",  1 1 .  .1  li-ton.  Ma--. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

EM)  for  Cat.  of  the  famous  I  ll.  ntangl  Incubators 
and  Brooder-.     t.e...  S.  Sing.  i  .  (  ar.iingloll,  O. 

INCl'ISATOK    r. -nl.it          perfected.    Send  for 
illustrated  catalogue.    A.  H.  Burr,  Omaha,  Neb. 


THE  I'EKEECTEI)  Incubators,   (  a-b.  install- 
ments, or  rented.  The  Perfected  regulator  fits 
any  Incubator.  4  cts.  in  stamps  for  circular. 

 II.  II.  M. .niton.  Taunton.  Mass. 

I,V)1!  SALE.  Invincible  Incubator,  200-egg  capac- 
-T    itv,  good  running  order,  price  $8.  Address 
■I.  E.  Welch,  :tin7  X.  St..  V  W..  Washington.  I).  C. 

FINE  INCUI5ATOK,  Slo.  Typewriter,  $21).  Lot 
electrical  instruments,  bells,  telephones,  etc.  at 

miarter  \  alne.  Pox  21.  Oyster  Hay.  L.  1. 

f|lHKl;lll)MATI(    In.  ill., t..r,  capaeitv  18  doz. 


)st"sVoo.ft<: 

J.  F.  Tap! 


der.  Used  only 
er  has  no  further 
'.'  Bond  St..  N.  Y. 


LEGHORNS. 


FOK  SALE   - '_'<'  Rose  l  ouih  Hrown  Leghorn  hens, 
200  Single  Comb  Brown  and  White  Leghorn  liens, 
all  choice  breeders.      Oakland  Farm,  Kelsey,  Ohio. 


MINORCAS. 


TJLACK  MINORCAS  exclusively,  Cornell, 
_E>  Northup,  Santee  A  Cunningham,  Northup  str's 
crosses.   Eggs  $1.50  per  13. 

K.  StoM,  Is;  Arlington  Am...  Brooklyn.  X.  Y. 
Qnn  Min'-  at  bargain.  2H  egg-  for  price  of  PI  now  . 
'>  \  f\  f    t  atalogne.   It.  H.  Northup.  liaceville.  N.  V. 


PEA  FOWL. 


THE  olden  kind.  Perfect  breeders.  Grand  plum 
age.  Pair-,  jln  p.  si:..  Oakland  Farm.  Kelsey,  ( 

PHEASANTS. 

ant  eggs.  Easil 
rhilcshurg,  Ky 


raised  as  chicks.  J.  H.  Graves, 


The  hotter  the 

weather 
The  thicker  are 


No  matter  how  warm  it  is, 
you  can  keep  lite  fowls  clean 
and  comfortable  by  a  liberal 
dustinp  with  Lambert's  Death  to  Lice;  the  more 
you  use  the  better  they  will  like  it,  ami  cheaper 
will  be  t lie  price.  A  dollar  spent  for  this  powiler 
may  save  yon  a  hundred  times  its  cost. 

The  thicker  the  lice 
The  thinner  the  chicks. 

Some  people  wonder  why  their  chicks  don't 
fatten  and  now, yet  If  they  looked  in  the  ritrlit 
place  they  would  see  lice  not  only  worrying  and 
making  the  lives  of  their  poultry  miserable,  but 
subtracting  their  vitality  faster  than  the  richest 
hen  food  can  supply  it  during  the  day.  Mites  are 
red  in  the  morning  on  account  of  the  chicken 
hlood  they  are  filled  with.  Body  lice  stay  on  and 
tickle  until  something  is  done  to  eradicate  them. 

The  tliiimer  the  chicks 
The  least  they  will  grow. 

It  takes  a  certain  amount  of  nutriment  to  sus- 
tain life,  aud  more  to  develop  the  growth  —  and 
a  chick  to  do  its  very  best  must  have  everything 
inits  favor;  if  allowed  to  get  lousy  it  will  never 
make  so  fine  a  bird  as  Jf  kept  free  from  these 
culling  parasites,  and 

They  will  doubtless  get 
left 

At  your  next  winter's 
show. 

There  are  many  things  that  will  kill  lice,  yet 
some  of  them  will  kill  the  bird  also.  Death  to 
Lice  not  only  destroys  vermin,  but  cleanses  and 
beautifies  the"  plumage  as  well.  It  is  good  to  use 
if  no  lice  abound;  it  sweetens  the  premises,  and 
wards  off  disease.  A  guaranteed  sample  sent 
postpaid  for  10c.;  a  4S-ozM50c.;  or  100-oz.,  $1  by 
Ex.  from  here  or  nearest  agency.  Ointment  for 
head  lice  10  ami  25c.   Book  mailed  free. 

D.  J.  LAMBERT, 

Apponaug,  R.  I. 


PIGEONS. 


HOM  KKS  for  tl>  ing  purpo>e>.  that  arc  second  to 
none.  Home'rs  for  squabs,  large,  vigorous, 
handsome.  Also  the  only  practical  pigeon  paper  pub- 
lished. Prices  and  bird--  a  bargain.  Add.  with  stamp, 
Thos.  Wright,  142  Riverside  Ave.,  Mcdford.  Mass. 
-|  (f\f\  White  Scotch  Fa  malls.  Large,  even,  flat 
It  f\f  tails.  Fine  style  and  action.  Grand  breeding 
and  exhibition  birds  that  are  right  in  quality  and 
price.  K.  A.  Holbrook.  Winohesler.  Mass. 

 PLYMOUTH  ROCKS.  

II  ITL    1\   Ki.r-i,-.       \\  ,]|  -«  ;]     tille    MMrlniJ  M...'k 

cheap.  Write  for  prices.  E*rgs.  15  $1 ;  50  $2.50: 
100  $5.  Win.  F.  Hinds.  DeHuyter.  X.  V. 

FOK  SAX.E  — 200  B.  and  White  V.  Rock  hens  in 
lots  to  suit.   Large  size  and  tinelv  marked. 
 Address  Oakland  Farm,  Kelsey.  Ohio. 


What  Do 


Physicians  Say 

Of  Parsons'  Pills  ? 


UVE  (  igoro 
egjr"  layei 
Mrs.  BIsbef 


nck'ls  from  Mr.  Norton's  "2« 
now;  $3intliefall. 
^larkson  St..  Doroliostor.  Mass. 


AY 


T    V.  KOCKS  M-arliiiK  s|,M-k  for  >al.\  Hawkins 
str.  $1.50  ea.  F.  O.  Price.  Briiljrewater,  Mass. 


 POULTRY  CURES.  

<  HI  T  —  1 1 . -1 1  I  >n  ,  ,  i.  i  n  rcmmiv.  To  introduce  : 
J  trial  bottle  10c.  D.  A.  Streeter,  Waterbury, Ct.J 


"BestLiverPillMade', 

Positively  cure  BILIOUSNESS  and  SICK  HEADACHE, 
Liver  ami  Bowel  Complaints.  They  expel  all  impurities 
from  the  bloo,t.  Delicate  women  tind  trreat  benefit  from 
osinffthem.  Price  2S  eta.  five  $L0R.  Full  particulars  free. 
L S.  JOHNSON  dtCO.,23 Custom  House  Bfc.  Boston.  Mask 


Parm=  Pot  jltry 


July  IS 


"Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  51. 

Standard  Varieties  of  Chickens." 

When  one  of  the  executive  departments  of 
the  greatest  nation  on  earth  issues  a  bulletin 
addressed  to  the  largest  and  most  important 
class  of  its  citizens,  the  members  of  that  class 
are  likely  to  regard  the  matter  contained  in 
the  pamphlet  as  authoritative,  accurate,  and 
particularly  valuable  to  them.  The  very  idea 
of  a  bulletin  is  of  something  essentially  import- 
ant to  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  prepared 
by  competent  persons,  and  issued  by  those 
holding  positious  of  authority  and  respon- 
sibility. The  idea  of  a  bulletin  include  more 
than  this;  it  is  generally  supposed,  at  least, 
that  the  parties  from  whom  the  bulletin  conies 
had  facilities  for  gaining  information  on  the 
subjects  treated  which  others  had  not.  In 
the  case  of  a  government  bulletin  the  supposi- 
tion is  that  the  officers  and  employees  of  the 
government  have  opportunities  for  investiga- 
tion denied  to  private  individuals. 

Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  51,  though  bearing 
on  its  title  page  the  imprint  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  though  prepared  by  the 
"  Secretary  of  the  National  Poultry  and  Pigeon 
Association,"  (the  title,  by  the  way,  will  mis- 
lead many,  as  the  organization  of  which  Mr. 
Howard  is  secretary  is  ouly  local) — "under 
the  supervision  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry,"  iu  no  single  particular  con- 
forms to  the  general  idea  of  a  bulletin.  The 
persons  responsible  for  it,  from  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  down,  seem  utterly  incapable 
of  understanding  the  conditions  iu  the  industry 
affected  by  the  bulletin,  and  ignorant  of  the 
needs  of  those  for  whose  benefit,  ostensibly, 
the  bulletin  was  prepared. 

The  bulletin  itself  furnishes  the  proof  needed 
to  corroborate  these  statements.  It  is  simply 
a  carelessly  compiled  mess  of  extracts  from 
works  previously  published  by  individual  and 
associate  enterprise.  While  borrowing  nearly 
all  of  his  material,  the  author  of  the  bulletin 
shows  a  singular  lack  of  judgment  as  to  the 
best  line  to  adopt  in  the  preparation  of  a  con- 
densed guide  to  fanners  who  may  wish  to 
invest  in  thoroughbred  poultry. 

Still  there  would  be  less  ground  for  con- 
demnatory criticism  if  the  matter  presented 
along  the  line  selected  had  been  carefully 
edited,  and  if,  above  all,  the  author  had 
refrained  from  introducing  his  own  notions, 
and  had  used  such  material  as  he  did  use  with- 
out alterations.  A  pamphlet  on  the  lines 
adopted  in  the  preparation  of  Bulletin  51, 
would  if  carefully  prepared  be  of  some  value 
to  the  amateur  fancier,  but  of  none  to  the 
farmer  who  was  not  also  an  amateur  fancier. 
This  bulletin  as  it  stands  is  of  no  use  to  any- 
one. It  is  full  of  errors.  Its  descriptions  of 
the  breeds  are  here  defective,  there  mislead- 
ing, and  again  absolutely  wrong.  Its  com- 
ments on  the  practical  values  and  qualities  of 
the  different  breeds  reveal  an  ignorance  which 
is  simply  astounding  when  we  consider  that 
the  author  might  fairly  be  supposed  to  know 
at  least  a  little  of  such  matters.  Its  fragment- 
ary rules  for  mating  thoroughbreds  will,  if  a 
farmer  attempts  to  follow  them,  only  make 
the  confusion  of  his  flock  tenfold  worse.  Its 
illustrations  are,  mostly,  little  better  than 
caricatures.  The  style  of  the  author  is  /ike  a 
mixture  of  some  poultrymen's  circulars  and 
some  of  the  eulogies  of  their  favorite  breeds 
Rome  breeders  used  to  give  the  old  Poultry 
World  in  return  for  advertising  space. 

The  critic  who  really  wishes  to  do  justice  to 
the  bulletin  and  its  projectors  finds  his  task 
one  of  unusual  difficulty  and  more  than 
commonly  disagreeable.'  The  poultrymen 
and  the  poultry  press  in  this  country  have 
iong  been  clamoring  for  government  recog- 
nition of  their  industry.  The  ideas  as  to 
what  form  that  recognition  should  take  were 
not  very  definite.  They  wanted  the  Govern- 
ment (with  a  big  G)  to  do  somethintj.  Now 
the  Government  has  done  something,  and  it  is 
not  what  they  want.  It  has  giveu  them 
recognition, —  with  a  vengeance. 

The  reception  accorded  to  the  bulletin  by 
the  poultry  journals  of  the  country  should 
have  shown  the  author  and  his  superiors  that 
they  had  made  a  serious  mistake.  Silence  is 
sometimes  the  severest  censure.  And  the 
journals  most  interested  iu  this  bulletin  and 
most  competent  to  judge  of  its  value  aud  the 
results  which  would  follow  its  distribution 
received  it  in  an  almost  unbroken  silence. 
The  American  Fancier  accorded  It  a  few 


words  of  equivocal  praise;  Farm-Poultry 
barely  alluded  to  it  in  terms  that  were  any- 
thing but  flattering,  and  what  few  other 
papers  mentioned  it  did  so  in  the  most  brief 
and  perfunctory  manner.  At  the  time  of 
this  writing,  though  it  has  been  before  the 
public  for  months,  many  poultry  papers  have 
not  mentioned  it  at  all,  and  not  one  that  we 
have  seen  has  given  it  even  the  most  cursory 
review. 

But  if  the  poultry  papers  have  been  silent, 
others  have  not.  A  few  newspapers  and  a 
number  of  agricultural  papers  having  a  large 
circulation  among  the  farmers  have  given 
copious  extracts  from  it;  some  have  repub- 
lished it  iu  full;  and  some  are  making  use  of 
its  illustrations.  These  papers,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Country  Gentleman,  have  named 
the  bulletin  only  iu  words  of  unqualified 
praise. 

It  is  because  of  the  attitude  of  the  papers  of 
this  class,  and  because  of  the  extravagant 
claims  made  (by  its  author  and  supported  by 
comments  from  the  papers  alluded  to)  for  the 
influence  of  this  bulletin,  that  it  behooves 
poultrymen  everywhere  and  the  poultry  jour- 
nals one  and  all  to  set  the  matter  before  the 
farmers  and  the  public  iu  its  true  light. 

Since  Bulletin  No.  51  will  not,  as  many  had 
hoped,  sink  into  the  oblivion  it  deserves,  it  is 
better  that  it  should  be  assisted  to  gain  a  noto- 
riety which  will  make  the  Department  respon- 
sible for  it  more  cautious  in  future. 

As  was  said  regarding  the  West  Virginia 
bulletin,  there  can  be  no  question  of  the 
motives  of  the  men  behind  these  bulletins.  It 
is  a  question  of  mistaken  judgments,  aggra- 
vated by  the  fact  that  the  men  who  make  the 
mistakes  are  paid  by  those  who  lose  by  them. 
"The  dear  people"  find  these  errors  costly  in 
more  ways  than  one. 

Just  where  the  primary  responsibility  rests, 
it  is  not  easy  to  say.  The  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture authorized  the  bulletin.  The  govern- 
ment poultry  expert,  (editor  of  a  poultry 
paper,  and  secretary  of  a  poultry  association) 
prepared  it  under  the  supervision  of  the  head 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry.  On  the 
face  of  it,  this  is  as  it  should  be.  The  men  in 
those  positions  ought  to  know  what  such  a 
bulletin  should  be,  and  ought  to  be  capable  of 
preparing  it;  but  the  internal  evidence  of  the 
bulletin  itself  shows  how  little  the  three  under- 
stood what  was  needed,  and  how  thoroughly 
incompetent  was  the  expert  to  prepare,  the 
chief  to  supervise,  aud  the  secretary  to  judge 
of  the  merit  of  the  work. 

Leaving  out  of  consideration  the  question  of 
such  bulletins  coming  within  the  province  of 
the  government,  we  wish  to  state  here  a  few 
rules  to  which  we  think  all  will  agree:  If  the 
government  does  issue  a  bulletin  on  the  oufr- 
lines  of  Bulletin  No.  51,  the  farmers  to  whom 
it  is  addressed  have  a  right  to  expect  and 
demand  that  it  furnish  them  the  best,  the 
most  accurate,  the  latest  information  on  the 
topics  included, — that  it  be  the  work  of  wrell 
qualified  experts;  the  poultrymen  whose  busi- 
ness may  be  affected  by  the  influence  of  a  gov- 
ernment bulletin  have  a  right  to  demand  that 
the  descriptions  and  illustrations  of  all  breeds 
be  exact,  truthful  and  lifelike;  and  the  pub- 
lishers of  copyrighted  books  have  aright  to 
demand  that  the  government  poultry  expert 
either  find  the  material  for  his  bulletins  out- 
side of  the  books  to  which  the  government 
has  assured  copyright  protection,  or  at  the 
very  least  give  credit  where  credit  is  due. 

The  author  of  the  bulletin  cannot  be  con- 
sidered an  expert.  He  has  never  been  con- 
sidered an  authority  on  any  topic  connected 
with  poultry  culture.  In  addition  to  these 
deficiencies  he  has  another  equally  serious  — 
he  has  not  yet  learned  the  first  lesson  in  author- 
ship. He  cannot  say  what  he  means.  Here  is 
his  description  of  the  color  of  a  Silver  Wyan- 
dotte :  "  The  Silver  Wyandotte  is  of  a  silvery- 
white  plumage,  with  regularly  marked  lacing 
on  breast  and  a  generous  distribution  of 
lohite  and  black  throughout  the  entire  body." 

[Note. —  All  the  italics  in  these  quotations 
are  ours. —  Ed.] 

Of  the  Brahma  he  says ;  "  It  is  a  character- 
istic/owl; it  is  unlike  all  other  varieties." 
Is  that  any  more  true  of  the  Brahma  than  of 
other  breeds?  What  makes  a  distinct  breed 
or  variety  but  the  possession  of  fixed 
characteristics?  The  farmer  who  keeps  Lt. 
Brahmas  should  be  delighted  to  learn  how  to 
score  them  with  a  foot  rule.  The  measure- 
ments of  an  "average  Light  Brahma  male" 


are  giveu  in  inches,  and  after  them  the  infor- 
mation :  "  As  specimens  depart  from  this  pro- 
portion they  become  awkward  and  valueless 
as  exhibition  stock,  and  often  also  as  egg  pro- 
ducers." The  farmer  will  doubtless  think  it 
a  fine  thing  to  be  able  to  get  at  the  fancy  and 
utility  values  of  the  members  of  his  flock  at  the 
same  time,  with  and  by  the  same  rule.  There 
is  one  slight  difficulty  in  applying  the  rule: 
the  author  inadvertently  (inadvertence  due, 
perhaps  to  the  absence  of  the  measurements 
from  the"  Philosophy  of  Judging"), neglected 
to  give  the  measurements  of  the  average  Light 
Brahma  female,  and  the  males  are  rarely 
valuable  as  egg  producers  even  when  conform- 
ing exactly  to  the  measurements  given.  That 
"  Light  Brahmas  are  valuable  birds  for  the 
farm,"  most  breeders  will  agree.  A  few  may 
dissent  from  the  proposition,  "they  have 
always  been  made  to  pay  for  their  keep." 

The  bulletin  ought  to  create  a  veritable  boom 
in  Black  Cochins ;  for,  —  "  Being  of  one  color, 
the  care  bestowed  in  breeding  parti-colored  or 
penciled  birds  is  not  necessary,  and  the  time 
may  be  spent  in  furthering  their  general  utility 
in  egg  production.  A  one-colored  bird  is  the 
more  practical  bird  for  the  farmer  and  mar- 
ket poulterer."  Selection  for  utility  depends 
on  the  principle  of  division  employed  in  mak- 
ing up  the  breeding  yard,  not  on  the  time 
employed  in  making  the  selection.  Many 
breeders  of  solid  colored  exhibition  fowls  say 
that  it  is  just  as  difficult  to  get  the  plumage 
just  as  it  should  be  in  these  as  in  parti-colored 
birds.  As  for  solid  colored  fowls  for  the 
farmer,  it  has  been  fouud  that  a  black  fowl  is 
more  objectionable  from  the  profits  in  poultry 
standpoint  than  any  of  the  parti-colored  or 
penciled  breeds. 

Speaking  of  Leghorns,  Mr.  Howard  says: 
"  The  question  of  profit  in  poultry  has  been 
decided  in  favor  of  egg  producing  breeds." 
A  truly  brilliant  saying!  We  suppose  Mr. 
Howard  means  that  the  greatest  layers  are  the 
most  profitable  fowls.  If  so,  he  is  iu  error, 
for  the  question  of  profit  has  not  been  decided 
in  favor  of  any  breed.  It  has  simply  come  to 
pass  that  a  number  of  breeds,  some  of  them 
reputed  to  rauk  with  the  best  as  layers,  have 
been  eliminated  from  the  list  of  so-called 
practical  breeds.  As  to  the  question  of  profits 
from  the  breeds  remaining  on  the  list,  there 
are  as  many  opinions  as  there  are  breeds.  He 
tells  us,  further,  that  the  Leghorns  "  are  light 
eaters,  and  the  cost  of  raising  them  to  maturity 
is  about  half  that  of  the  Asiatic  varieties." 
This  will  be  news  to  many  who  have  handled 
Leghorns  and  Asiatics  side  by  side,  aud  found 
the  smaller  birds  able  to  hold  their  own  iu  an 
eating  contest.  Such  experiments  as  have 
been  made  in  this  direction,  indicate,  we 
believe,  that  it  costs  quite  as  much  to  mature 
a  four  pound  Leghorn  as  a  seven  or  eight 
pound  Brahma  or  Cochin.  The  experiments 
made,  though  not  conclusive,  show  that  this  is 
still  an  open  question. 

Many  people  will  be  surprised  to  read  that 
the  "White  Minorca  is  as  popular  as  the 
Black,  aud  takes  the  same  position  as  'does 
the  White  Leghorn  in  its  class."  We  would 
be  at  a  loss  to  know  just  what  was  meant 
here;  but  turning  to  the  description  of  the 
White  Leghorn,  we  find:  "It  has  been  a 
matter  of  much  speculation  as  to  which 
variety  of  Leghorns  is  most  prolific  in  egg 
production.  (Query. — In  what  else  could 
they  be  prolific?)  This  is  a  difficult  question 
to  properly  adjust  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
specialty  breeders;  but  from  a  conservative 
standpoint  it  is  generally  considered  that  the 
Whites  have  slightly  the  advantage  over  the 
others." 

The  farmer  who  wants  winter  layers  is 
assured  that  Black  Spanish  "  hens  and  pullets 
are  well  above  the  average  for  winter  layers." 

Breeders  of  Hamburgs  will  hardly  recognize 
their  favorites  in  the  descriptions  of  the 
Spangled  varieties.  "Cocks — Silver  Spangled  : 
Color,  clear,  silvery-white  ground,  every 
feather  tipped  or  spangled,  the  breast  as  bold 
as  possible.  Golden  Spangled :  Color,  very 
black  aud  rich  ground,  the  back  glossy  green  ; 
the  neck,  back,  and  saddle  nicely  striped ; 
bow  of  wing  well  marked.  Hens  —  Silver 
Spangled :  The  white  clear  and  silvery,  the 
spangles  large,  green  as  possible,  distinct 
aud  clear.  Golden  Spangled:  Ground,  rich; 
clear  spangles,  large  and  distinct." 

For  these  descriptions  the  compiler  of  the 
bulletin  should  be  given  full  credit.  The 
holders  of  the  Standard  copyright  will  never 


dream  of  making  them  the  basis  of  a  prosecu- 
tion for  infringement.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  scheme  of  the  bulletin  did  not  include 
colored  plates  of  such  Hamburgs.  Pity  the 
predicament  of  a  breeder  of  Hamburg's,  who 
having  filled  an  order  with  standard  birds  is 
accused  of  fraud,  and  protesting  that  his  birds 
are  standard  bred,  is  confronted  with  proof 
that  they  are  not,  in  the  shape  of  a  statement 
by  the  U.  S.  Government  poultry  expert, 
approved  by  a  chief  of  bureau  and  sanctioned 
by  a  cabinet  officer ! 

"  Silver  Campines  are  silvery  v;hite  and 
black  throughout  their  plwhxage."  How 
definite!  "The  color  of  the  Golden  (Campiue) 
is  a  rich  golden  bay  in  the  neck  plumage, 
and  a  darker  yellow  for  the  body  color." 
The  author  must  have  had  a  copy  of  the  Stand- 
ard close  at  hand  when  writing  these  descrip- 
tions of  Campines.  Results  would  indicate 
that  he  did  not  copy  from  it.  He  just  took 
one  little  peep  between  the  covers,  and  a  faulty 
memory  did  the  rest. 

The  farmers  of  the  country  cannot  be  suffi- 
ciently grateful  to  Mr.  Howard  for  refraining 
from  a  too  hearty  endorsement  of  the  Polish 
as  general  purpose  fowls.  Yet  after  giving 
paragraph  after  paragraph  to  Polish,  Exhibi- 
tion Games,  and  to  Bantams  of  all  varieties, 
he  states  that  "  the  Standard  recognizes 
several  varieties  of  poultry  which  are  purely 
ornamental  iu  character  and  purpose.  They 
cannot  be  considered  as  either  prolific  for  eggs 
or  superior  for  table  purposes."  Having  read 
this  one  wonders  why  the  breeds  just  men- 
tioned have  been  described,  and  is  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  the  author  is  driving  at.  The  first 
and  most  natural  thought  is  that  the  orna- 
mental breeds  are  not  considered  worthy  of 
mention  in  a  farmers'  bulletin.  But  looking 
further  we  find  Russians,  Sultans,  Silkies, 
Frizzles,  aud  Yokahoma  fowls  mentioned  and 
briefly  described.  The  only  standard  variety 
not  mentioned  is  the  Rumpless.  Why  should 
it  be  omitted  ? 

Is  it  necessary  to  tell  poultrymen  that  the 
author  of  such  a  bulletin  was  not  qualified  for 
the  work?  Is  it  putting  the  matter  too  strongly 
to  say  that  its  publication  was  a  shameful 
waste  of  public  funds,  a  disgrace  to  those 
responsible  for  it,  a  detrimeut  to  the  poultry 
industry,  and  an  insult  to  intelligent  farmers 
and  progressive  poultrymen?  Had  Bulletin 
No.  51  been  issued  twenty  years  ago  it  might 
have  been  endured.  Today  it  is  not  to  be 
borne  without  a  protest.  So  far  as  it  repre- 
sents anything  it  represents  a  past.  Compare 
the  text  and  the  illustrations  with  those  of  the 
leading  poultry  journals  of  the  day,  leaving 
Farm-Poultry  out,  because  the  bulletin  was 
planned  to  cover  ground  not  strictly  within 
our  province. 

Do  the  illustrations  at  all  resemble  those 
which  appear  in  the  American  Fancier, 
Reliable  Poultry  Journal,  Poultry  Monthly, 
Fanciers'  Gazette,  or  others  that  might  be 
mentioned?  Would  the  text  of  the  bulletin 
be  given  a  place  today  in  the  columns  of  such 
papers?  We  have  to  go  back  to  the  time  when 
the  Poultry  World  was  as  the  zenith  of  its 
prosperity,  to  find  in  poultry  literature  any- 
thing resembling  this  bulletin. 

Yet  it  is  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  51  that 
Mr.  Howard  says  in  his  paper,  The  Feather, 
It  "is  meeting  with  the  most  flattering  success. 
Not  only  has  it  been  republished  in  full  by 


Naked  Pills 

are  fit  only,"  for  naked  sav- 
ages. Clothes  are  the  marks 
of  civilization — in  pills  as  well 
as  people.  A  good  coat  does 
not  make  a  good  pill,  any  more 
than  good  clothes  make  a  good 
man.  But  as  sure  as  you'd 
look  on  a  clotheslcss  man  as  a 
mad  one,  you  may  look  on  a 
coatless  pill  as  a  bad  one. 
After  fifty  years  of  test  no 
pills  stand  higher  than 

AYER'S 
Cathartic  Pills 

SUGAR  COATED. 
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Farm-Poultkv 


A  Builder's  Experience. 

A  USEFUL  LIFE  RENEWED 

IN  A  REMARKABLE  MANNER. 

Udney  Y.  Wilson  Was  Near  Death's  Door,   Doctors  Failed 
to  Help  Him — A  Home  Remedy  Succeeded 
in  Saving  His  Life. 

From  the  Evening  News,  Detroit,  Mich. 


msuy  Mmpap*M and agricultural  journals. 
but  sfv-.-r.il  hand  red  thousand  copies  have 
already         applied  for. 

••  lit  ;t«-r  than  all,  it  is  Mrakeniug  au  interest 
in  poultry  matters  such  as  has  not  before  been 
manilV>n<l  in  years.  A  nrui  of  exporters 
doini  l-usiiiess  with  the  eouutries  south  of  us 
has  tra*£tated  the  bulletin  iuto  Spanish,  and 
will  scatter  it  over  Central  and  South  America 
with  a  view  of  shewing  timtimd ofbirdsbred 
At  rr,  aud  of  baUding  up  a  market  for  Ihem. 
Another  larve  firm  has  l>et.-ome  enthusiastic 
and  is  inakiuiT  arrangenients  to  ship  great 
quantities  of  poultry  and  e^gs  by  refrigerator 
■Mihodn  from  our  western  >Uites  lo  Great 
ISrilaiu.  The  project  is  a  perfectly  feasible 
one.  aud  will  uo  doubt  yield  a  handsome  profit 
ami  afford  an  unlimited  outlet  for  poultry 
products. 

"Our  own  people  are  also  waking  up  to  the 
possibilities  afforded  by  poultry  culture.  Hnn- 
drads,  if  not  thousands,  of  letters  havelieen 
received  by  the  Agricultural  Department  and 
by  the  editor,  mentioning  the  bulletin,  and 
iuquiring  as  to  where  birds  and  eggs  of  some 
of  the  varieties  mentioned  thereiu  could  be 
purchased. 

-All  of  t!iese  things  couvince  us  that  no 
niM.iko  was  made  by  the  Hureau  of  Animal 
Industry  iu  publishing  this  report  (f).  It  has 
^iveu  a  uew  impure  to  the  poultry  business. 
UisasUp  in  the  right  direction,  aud  those 
i  h:.i.ti1  iu  poultry  raUing  will  not  objec-t  to  a 
few  more  of  the  same  kind." 

What  i»  to  l>c  said  of  such  incomparable 
as>urance  as  that  ?  Most  observant  people  had 
supposed  that  the  pn>eut  rapid  advance  in 
poultry  culture  was  but  the  culmination  of  the 
effects  of  a  number  of  influences  which  ha\e 
lang  been  workiug  to  bring  about  just  such 
conditions  as  we  see  in  the  poultry  iuilustry 
at  the  present  time.  Were  they  mistaken  in 
thi.«?    We  think  uot. 

And  if  this  bulletin  is  a  sample  of  the  some- 
ll,  inns  the  Government  is  to  do  for  the  poultry 
industry  .  then  should  poultry  men  all  over  the 
land  earnestly  petition  the  Government  to  let 
tin  m  alone.  Our  industry  is  heavily  handi- 
capped now,  and  should  reliel  against  the 
infliction  upou  it  of  such  an  incubus  as  Bulletin 
Xo.  51.  We  need  to  pray  the  prayer  of  the 
■jood  old  knight,  who  with  firm  confidence  iu 
his  ability  to  master  his  enemies  without 
assistance,  fervently  besought  the  Lord  to 
deliver  him  from  his  friends.  And  if  the 
Government  insists  on  recognizing  poultry, 
it  rests  w  ith  the  poultry  press  to  see  to  it  that 
the  Government  does  something  worth  doing, 
something  that  has  not  already  been  doue 
better.  If  the  public  funds  arc  to  pay  the 
salary  of  a  poultry  expert,  and  pay  for  print- 
ing and  distributing  bis  reports,  we  who  pay 
the  taxes  should  soe  to  it  that  the  expert  earns 
his  salar> .  and  the  fuuds  are  not  misapplied. 

Eggs  Preserved  in  (  lay. 

Written  lor  Fakm-Pocltbv. 

Li  Hung  Chamr's  commissary  carried  with 
it  around  the  world  a  supply  of  Chinese  pre- 
served eggs  for  the  ambassador's  special  use. 
"  Those  wonderful  eggs,"'  said  my  friend  Mr. 
Doyle,  the  steward  of  the  Waldorf,  at  which 
Li  stopped  during  his  sojourn  in  Xew  York, 
"are  uot  so  bad  after  all.  Here  is  one  of 
them,"'  he  said  to  me,  knowing  that  I  would 
be  interested  in  it,  showing  me  w  hat  looked 
like  a  piece  of  pumice  stone,  but  was  an  egg 
encased  in  clay,  "  which  was  given  me  by  one 
of  the  cooks,  and  may  be  a  century  old  for 
aught  I  know.  This  is  a  preserved  hen's  egg. 
The  process  of  keeping  them  is  very  primitive 
and  simple,  yet  very  effective.  This  is  the 
way  it  is  done  :  First  the  eggs  are  boiled  hard  ; 
then  while  they  arc  hot  they  are  wrapped  in 
soft  clay  and  packed  away.  They  will  keep 
forever.  They  were  brought  here  in  bags 
packed  in  rice  husk,  some  of  which  you  see 
still  clings  to  the  clay.  These  eggs  are  almost 
black,  and  the  yolks  are  green.  They  chop 
them  very  fine  and  decorate  most  of  their 
viands  with  them,  and  they  enter  largely  into 
all  their  sauces. 

"The  duck  eggs  are  from  the  Pekin  and 
Muscovy  breeds.  They  are  first  boiled,  then 
preserved  iu  a  paste  of  charcoal  which  hardens 
about  them.  These  duck  eggs  are  opened, 
spbt  in  halves  and  served  in  the  shell,  and  as 
old  as  the  eggs  are,  I  assure  you  that  they  are 
delicious." 

1  don't  perfectly  understand  the  difference 
in  preserving  hens'  eggs  and  ducks'  eggs;  but 
I  mean  to  try  an  experiment  on  them  this 
season,  and  win  report  my  experience  through 
this  valuable  paper.        A.  V.  Mkf.ksch. 


The  Way  lie  Kicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  read  so  much  in  Kakm- 
POI  LTRY  about  kicking  from  parlies  who 
buy  eggs  to  sot.  that  I  want  lo  do  a  little 
myself.  First,  I.  K.  Felch  &  Son,  Natick, 
Mass..  sent  me  a  sitting  of  eggs  with  sixteen 
iu  it  (which,  by  the  way,  were  nicely  packed 
aud  arrived  without  a  crack)  v\  hen  I  didn't 
expect  but  thirteen,  and  then  the  hen  broke 
one.  Out  of  the  remaining  fifteen  eggs  I  got 
nine  chicks  that  are  now  five  weeks  old  and 
doing  well,  aud  1  expect  to  raise  every  one  of 
them.  I  am  not  a  fancier,  but  like  to  sec  good 
stock  around — but  where  am  I  to  get  it  if 
parlies  like  Felch  stop  selling  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing? I  don't  like  to  buy  fowls,  for  reasons  of 
my  own.  These  chicks  have  half  of  my  hen 
house,  which  is  only  10x12.  and  have  a  yard 
0x10.  They  have  to  grow  to  maturity  iu  that 
amount  of  room.  I  raised  twelve  pound 
Brail  mas  in  there  before,  and  think  I  can 
again.  In  that  space  I  also  made  a  flock  of 
fourteen  average  inc  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  eggs  apiece  from  January  to  January; 
but,  you  see,  with  such  limited  room  fresh 
stock  from  outside  is  a  necessity  for  me. 

I  thought,  after  all  the  talk  iu  the  papers,  it 
was  no  more  than  fair  that  I  should  report 
my  batch,  though  I  don't  think  it  anything  to 
boast  of.  as  I  gel  from  ten  to  twelve  chicks 
from  thirteen  eggs  from  my  own  stock. 

Atbol.  Mass.  D.  H.  S. 


The  Millionaires  In  Bnnlncias. 

Mr.  Editor: — If  millionaires,  such  as  1  read 
about  in  Fai:m-1'oi  lti:y  some  time  ago,  raise 
chickens  lo  put  them  on  the  market  for  profit, 
what  chance  has  the  poor  man  against  such 
competition?  Possibly  they  only  amuse  their 
leisure  time,  giving  the  proceeds  to  those 
struggling  to  make  a  living  (?) 

Jetmore,  Kans.  Mrs.  J.  M.  1'. 

[The  consumer  of  poultry  and  eggsdocs  not 
slop  to  inquire  if  a  poor  man  or  a  millionaire 
has  raised  them.  If  those  eggs  and  poultry 
are  fresh  and  iu  good  condition  they  will 
bring  the  top  prices;  but  poor  goods,  even  if 
raised  by  a  millionaire,  will  bring  hardly 
enough  to  pay  the  cost.  Don't  let  the  rich 
man  worry  you:  attend  to  business,  and  you 
have  as  good  a  chance  as  he— Ed.] 


One  of  our  best  authorities  on  poultry  is 
Michael  K.  Hover,  Hammonton,  X.J.  He 
has  been  reared  in  the  "chicken  coop,"  so  to 
speak,  and  has  grown  up  among  poultry  until 
he  has  attained  a  great  success  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  this  industry — both  from  a  financial 
and  scientific  standpoint.  He  is  the  author  of 
several  well  known  works  on  poultry,  all  of 
which  have  attracted  more  or  less  attention 
among  the  breeders  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Among  his  works  are,  "Profitable 
Poultry  Farming,""  A  Liviug  from  Poultry," 
"  Money  in  nens,"  Manual  on  Poultry  Dis- 
eases," and  his  latest  production  is  entitled. 
"Broilers  for  Profit."  All  through  this  book 
are  points  worth  dollars,  and  many  of  them, 
aud,  be  it  said,  points  gathered  from  persons 
who  have  had  experience  in  the  broiler  busi- 
ness, and  experience  which  has,  iu  some 
instances,  been  dearly  bought. 

Altogether  the  book  is  worth  double  its  low 
price.  It  is  a  book  which  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  everyone  interested  in  poultry.— 
Inland  Poultry. 


Incubators  as  Premiums. 

In  the  July  number  of  the  well  known 
Eeliable  Poultry  Journal,  published  at 
Quincy,  III.,  the  enterprising  publishers  offer 
as  premiums  to  club  raisers  twelve  200-egg 
size  incubators  of  the  best  makes  on  the 
market,  including  the  Challenge,  Greenleaf, 
Illinois,  Monitor,  Prairie  Stale,  Peerless, 
Pineland,  Reliable,  Palace,  Successful,  Victor, 
and  Globe.  Sample  copy  of  the  Eeliable 
Poultry  Journal  containing  full  explanation, 
sent  free  to  any  address.  Here  is  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  the  incubator  of  your  choice 
without  a  cash  outlay.    Write  today. 


A  little  four-year-old  daughter  had  watched 
with  interest  the  unfolding  of  flowers  iu  the 
garden,  seeing  a  rose  blossom  changed  from  a 
bud  to  a  full  blown  rose  in  a  short  time.  One 
day  she  saw  a  turkey  cock  suddenly  expand 
his  tail  into  a  fan  in  the  act  of  "  strutting, " 
when  she  ran  to  her  mother  and  exclaimed : 
"  Oh,  mother,  I  just  seen  a  turkey  bloom  out  I" 
— Exchange. 


Udney  Y.  Wilson,  contractor  and  builder, 
living  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  ;;t  *7  High  Street, 
Wot,  said  regarding  Or.  Williams'  Pink  Tills 
for  Pale  People:  "For  years  I  have  been  out 
of  doors  in  all  kinds  of' bad  weather,  looking 
after  my  building  contracts.  I  have  worked 
many  (fnva  in  the  rain  and  cold  lo  complete 
some  building.  About  two  years  ago  1  noticed 
I  could  not  get  around  as  I  should,  and  com- 
menced to  have  a  severe  pain  in  my  back.  1 
tried  the  usual  remedies  without  getting  any 
relief,  and  for  nearly  a  year  1  suffered  intensely. 
I  kept  up  as  long  as  1  could,  as  I  had  several 
contracts  for  buildings  that  bad  to  be  com- 
pleted. 

'•  At  night  I  could  not  sleep.  My  physician 
said  it  was  my  kidneys,  and  every  day  1  went 
out  doors  they  would  keep  me  awake  nearly 
all  the  following  night.  Instead  of  getting 
belter  I  became  worSe,  and  worried  a  great 
deal  about  my  work.  The  doctor  said  I  must 
quit  work  and  go  to  bed,  or  he  would  uot  be 
responsible  tor  my  life. 

"All  the  medicines  I  took  only  helped  me 
temporarily.  Some  days  I  would  feel  better 
and  go  out  a  day,  only  "to  be  again  confined  to 
my  bed  for  weeks  at  it  time,  One  day  my  wile 
suggested  that  I  try  Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills 
for  Pale  People,  anil  1  laughed  at  the  idea. 

"  Finally  when  1  got  into  such  a  condition 
that  I  w  ould  take  almost  anything  in  the  hope 
of  reP.ef,  I  tried  the  pills.  'They  helped  me 
from  the  start,  but  I  would  not  acknowledge 
it,  and  said  it  w  as  the  other  medicines  that  had 
just  commenced  to  work.  I  disliked  lo  own 
up  that  Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  In  lpedme,as 


I  had  no  confidence  in  them.  When  I  could 
not  carry  on  the  imposition  any  further,  I  told 
my  wife  that  the  pills  were  helping  me.  I 
took  three  boxes  before  I  was  entirely  cured, 
and  we  now  keep  them  in  the  bouse  all  the 
time. 

"I  am  not.  prepared  to  say  that  Dr.  Wil- 
liams' Pink  Pills  for  Pale  People  will  cure 
everything,  but  1  know  they  will  cure  kidney 
troubles  and  general  muscular  weakness,  as 
they  cured  me. 

"I  now  recommend  Ihem  to  everyone  in 
my  neighborhood,  where  1  formerly  made 
sport  of  all  proprietary  remedies." 

U.  Y.  Wilsox. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  a  Notary 
1'ulilic.  this  fourth  day  of  March,  1897. 

Robeiit  E.  Hull,  Jr.,  Notary  Public, 
Wayne  County,  Michigan. 

Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  for  Pale  People 
contain,  iu  a  condensed  form,  all  the  elements 
necessary  to  give  new  life  and  richness  to  the 
blood  and  restore  shattered  nerves.  They  are 
an  unfailing  specific  for  such  diseases  as  loco- 
motor ataxi:;_  p  uiial  pur  ah  :is,  St  \  Uus' 
dance,  sciatica,  neuralgia,  rheumatism,  ner- 
vous headache,  the  after  effect  of  la  grippe, 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  pale  and  sallow  com- 
plexions, all  forms  of  weakness  either  in  male 
or  female.  Pink  Pills  are  sold  by  all  dealers, 
or  will  be  sent  post  paid  on  receipt  of  price, 
SO  cents  a  box,  or  six  boxes  for  $2.50  (they 
are  never  sold  in  ulk  or  by  the  100),  by 
addressing  Dr.  Williams'  Medicine  Company, 
I  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 


FIRST  PREMIUMS. 

Used  by  the  largest  breeders  in  the  world. 


I'sc.i  ami  endorsed  by  luttli  editors  of  tliis  paper.  Write  us  for 
cutaiogiw  givipg  full  Information; 

Prairie  State  Incubator  Co., 


HOMER  CITY,  PA. 


LONG  VIEW   POULTRY  YARDS, 

BARREO  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS,  Single  Comb  WHITE  LEGHORNS,  and  WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

In  all  their  purencss.  Our  stork  are  the  prize  winners  of  t lie  country.  "We  can  supply  eggs  from  prize 
stuck  ;  eggs  for  Incubator,  from  crossed  stock,  anil  fresh  eggs  for  talile  use. 

CELERY  FED  BROILERS,  OUR  SPECIALTY. 
Address  orders  and  all  correspondence  to  LONG  VIEW  POULTRY  YARDS, 

Office.  917  F  Streel.  Washington,  D.  C.  Geo.  G.  JIarley,  Mgr.  Hyattsville,  Md. 

Prairie  State  Incubators 

47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,     Boston,  Mass. 

Tliov  :tre.  Xew  England  sell  in?  ajffcnts,  show  a  full  line 
of  the  Prairie  Stat*-  INCUBATORS  ami  BROOD- 
KISS,  and  will  mail  catalogue  FREE  auU  quote 
factory  prices. 


WHITE  TO 


Jos.  Breck  &  Sons, 


IgWREUABLE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER 

'!  ^  Need  We  Say  More? 

All  about  them  in  Book  on  Incubation  and  Poultry.  Sent  for  10  cents. 


RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  &  BROODER  CO.,  QUINCY,  ILLS.  I 


ZUCKER  S  VOL  EGG. 

Ha!  Ha!  Ha!  Xo  Mites  or  I. Ice  on  Us!  Will  destroy  Lice  on  House 
Plants;  free  Chickens,  Minis  and  Nests  from  Lice.  Mites  and  Vermin :  Rid  the 
House  of  Moths  and  Fleas,  and  are  invaluable  to  use  in  Dog  Kennel-,  and  a 
sure  exterminator  of  Cockroaches.  Trv  them!  Tlicv  are  Lasting  aud 
Cheap!    Write  or  apply  to  JOSEPH  UHKCK  &  SONS, 


Sole  Agents  for  the  Xew  ICugland  States. 


Boston.  Man 


$1 


BLACK  MINORCAS  and  WHITE  P.  ROCKS. 

Two  best  breeds  iu  black  and  white!   Mred  on  separate  farms.   Fggs,$l  |K-r  15;  $5 per  100. 
Old  and  young  slock  for  sale.  Two  incubators  at  a  bargain. 
BARXES   BROS.,  -  W1XLSVI1XG,   X.  Y. 
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Farm-  Poultry 


July  15 


*'  When  Doctors  Disagree." 

Mr.  Editor:  — In  the  June  1st  number  of 
your  valuable  paper  I  was  mucb  interested  in 
Mr.  Samuel  Cusbman's  article  entitled,  "  Pul- 
lets versus  Hens  for  Egg  Production  —  A  Nut 
for  tbe  Editor  to  Crack,"  as  well  as  your 
reply  to  same. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  tbe  question,  bow- 
ever:  Is  tbat  nut  yet  fully  opened  to  tbe  sat- 
isfaction of  all  your  readers? 

More  light  is  still  desired  by  your  corre- 
spondent at  least,  upon  a  part  of  it.  "We  are 
but  just  making  our  debut  in  poultry  raising, 
and  sit  at  tbe  feet  of  men  of  experience  in 
this  line  of  business,  eager  to  gather  any 
crumbs  of  knowledge  they  may  scatter.  We 
commenced  at  tbe  foot  of  tbe  ladder,  believing 
that  the  safer  way,  purchasing  our  eggs  from 
reliable  breeders,  batching  with  an  incubator, 
and  rearing  the  chicks  with  a  brooder,  so  tbat 
thus  far  we  have  had  no  use  for  the  old  hen, 
and  have  good  thrifty  clean  chickens,  not  har- 
assed by -vermin.  We  purposed  next  season 
to  set  our  own  eggs.  Can  we  safely  do  it, 
using  the  product  of  our  pullets  when  well 
matured? 

In  your  reply  to  Mr.  Cusbman's  article, 
you  make  the  following  assertion  :  "  Nor  is 
there  one  scintilla  of  evidence  tbat  the  chick- 
ens batched  from  a  hen's  eggs  are  stronger 
and  more  vigorous,  or  produce  superior  stock 
to  tbe  chickens  from  the  eggs  of  a  fully 
matured  pullet." 

You  have  plainly  stated  your  belief,  and 
doubtless  practice  what  you  preach.  Now 
let  us  compare  your  opinion  with  that  of 
another  eminent  poultry  writer,  Mr.  Michael 
Boyer,  your  associate,  I  believe,  upon  the 
editorial  staff  of  this  paper,  in  bis  recent 
work,  published  the  current  year,  entitled, 
"Broilers  for  Profit. "  On  page  59  of  this 
volume,  Mr.  Boyer  expresses  himself  as  fol- 
lows relative  to  this  matter:  "I  find  that  the 
eggs  hatch  better  from  tbe  two  year  old  birds ; 
or  rather  they  give  better  offspring,  etc.,"  and 
he  goes  on  to  state  how  he  mates  his  fowls,  but 
only  setting  eggs  from  two  year  old  bens. 
We  have  here  side  by  side  tbe  testimony  not 
only  of  two  experienced  breeders  and  writers, 
but  of  tbe  two  editors  of  this  paper,  one  flatly 
contradictory  to  the  other.  Verily,  tbe  time- 
worn  question,"  When  doctors  disagree,"  etc., 
is  particularly  pertinent  here.  Can  it  be 
wondered  at,  Mr.  Editor,  tbat  a  beginner  in 
poultry  culture,  seeking  all  the  lighti  possible 
through  the  best  books  and  papers  upon  the 
subject,  when  be  brings  up  against  such  con- 
tradictory statements  as  the  above,  cries, 
"  Where  am  I  at?"  Is  there  such  a  thing  as 
poultry  science,  when  a  fundamental  question 
like  this,  is  treated  in  such  diverse  ways  by 
men  who  have  devoted  years  to  the  business? 

We  appeal  for  more  light  upon  this  subject. 

Newburyport,  Mass.         W.  V.  Howe. 

[To  tbe  question,  "  Is  there  such  a  thing  as 
a  poultry  science?"  we  answer:  No!  Farm- 
Poultry  proposes,  though,  to  take  the  initi- 
ative in  building  up  such  a  science.  The 
general  outline  of  a  scheme  for  such  work 
was  formulated  some  time  ago,  and  the  plan 
will  be  presented  to  our  readers  as  soon  as 
the  details  have  been  properly  worked  out. 

Mr.  Howe  will  notice  that  Mr.  Hunter 
claims  only  for  his  view  that  it  is  his  own 
opinion,  based  on  general  observation.  He 
states  most  positively:  "No  one  knows,  and 
until  we  can  have  this  question  accurately 
tested,  the  man  who  believes  to  tbe  contrary 
has  an  equally  good  right  to  his  opinion." 

The  mere  fact  that  men  of  experience  dis- 
agree on  certain  points,  shows  that  those 
points  are  not  easy  to  decide.  In  the  question 
at  issue  it  would  indicate  that  the  difference 
was  slight  either  way. 

There  is  another  point  to  be  noted  in  com- 
paring the  opinions  of  Messrs.  Boyer  and 
Hunter.  As  Mr.  Hunter  says  in  his  reply  to 
Mr.  Cushman,  "  in  every  such  question  the 
point  of  view  should  be  considered."  Mr. 
Hunter  considers  the  question  of  egg  produc- 
tion ;  Mr.  Boyer  is  telling  the  beginner  how 
to  raise  broilers  for  profit.  If  it  shall  be 
shown  that  Mr.  Hunter's  view  is  wrong,  he 
will  gracefully  yield  to  the  inevitable;  and  if 
it  is  ever  conclusively  pioved  that  as  good  or 
better  results  in  raising  broilers  can  be 
obtained  along  other  lines  than  those  laid 
down  n  "  Broilers  for  Profit,"  Mr.  Boyer 
will,  we  doubt  not,  cheerfully  admit  tbat  "the 
age  of  the  hens  was  not  the  important  thing. 
While  bings  ire  as  they  now  are,  each  is 
right  in  teaching  from  his  own  experience  — 
and  the  jiovice  who  knows  what  results  he 
seeks  will  know  which  to  follow. — Ed.] 


Makes  Hens  Lay 

SOLD  ONLY  EST  50  AND  J0O-LB.  SEALED  SACKS 

Grandview  Egg  Farm,  South  Swansea,  Mass. 
After  nearly  two  years*  experience  in  the  use  of  American  Poultry  Food,  during  which  I  have  fed  twenty 
or  more  tons,  I  have  come  to  regard  it  as  indispensable  as  an  egg  producer,  flesh  former,  to  mak%  chickens 
prow  fa^t  and  feather  up  rapidly.    In  fact,  it  has  no  equal  in  any  feed  I  have  any  knowledge  of  as  an  all  rour  d 
poultry  food.  W.  P.  SHEPARD. 

Lyi:rudi0esalnotkeeP  AMERICAN  POULTRY  FOOD  SKEW par' 

THE  AMERICAN  CEREAL  CO.,  Chicago,  III.,  or  Boston,  Hass. 

The  New  York  Musical  Echo 

Is  probably  the  most  handsomely  gotten  up  Music  Magazine  in  the  world 
for  the  price.  Sample  copy  ten  cents,  postage  paid.  It  is  composed  of 
36  full  size  sheet  music  pages,  and  issued  monthly. 

A  year's  subscription  to  the  New  York  Musical  Echo  means  : 

I  00  complete  vocal  and  instrumental  pieces  of  music,  prettiest  selections 
ever  published.  All  easy  to  play  and  sing.  The  type  is  large, 
and  only  fine  book  paper  is  used.  The  price  of  this  music  alone 
would  be  Twenty  Dollars. 

500  elegant  fashion  plates  illustrating  the  latest  fashions  in  dress  and 
millinery  for  ladies  and  misses,  also  styles  for  boys  and  girls. 
50  beautiful  portraits  of  ladies'  handiwork. 

60  grand   half-tone  portraits    of    leading    actresses,   the  handsomest 
women  of  the  day. 
Besides-  valuable  reading  matter,  theatrical  and  dramatic  news,  sketches 
of  famous  musicians,  etc. 

Subscription  Price,  $1  a  year. 

Send  ten  cents  for  a  sample  copy  to 

THE  NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  ECHO  CO., 

1 44 1  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

PEEP-O'-DAY  INCUBATORS 


AND  BROODERS. 


Peep-o'-Dav  Fountain  is  the  only  practical  one — 3 sizes. 
Our  Folding  Coop  cares  for  your  chicks  after  they  leave 
the  brooder. 

"We  sell  Brooder  parts,  Stoves,  Thermometers,  Egg- 
testers,  etc. 

The  best  Egg-tester  made  only  25c.  prepaid.  Illustrated 
catalogue  free. 


E.  T.  HODGSON, 
Dover,  Mass. 


THE  CYPHERS' 

INCUBATOR 

100  to 

20,000 

EGG  CAPACITY 

Circular  Free 

CHAS.  A.  CYPHERS 

534  MOORE  STREET,     PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Author  "Incubation  and  its  Natural  Lavs  " 


n/;!fhe  ■  ■■■ 

%  Sanitary 
Poultry 
Prinking 
Fountain, 


Gleaned 
and  Filled 

In  a  minute.  The  latest, 
cheapest  and  best.  See  the 
name.  Just  what  you  want, 
Send  for  circulars.  ■  The 
trade  solicited. 

ATSATT  BROS., 
Mattapoisett,  Mass. 


-  -  WANTED  -  - 

NEW  ENGLAND 

FRUIT  AND  POULTRY  FARMS. 

For  sale,  exchange  or  to  rent.  We  have  daily  calls 
for  such. 

FOR  SALE 

Choice  Fruit,  Poultry  and  Dairy  Farms  throughout 
New  England;  some  line  Fruit  and  Poultry  places 
near  N.  Y.  Markets.  Address 

MASS.  PLOUGHMAN,  or  J.  A.  WILLEY, 
 178  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

GAMES, 

Gamp  and  Oorliin  Bantams  in  all  colors,  and  Bearded 
White  Polish  Bautams.  Winners  of  liighest  honors 
wherever  shown.  Remember  we  have  the  tinest  stock 
in  America.  Also  Boston  Terrier  Dogs  and  Angora 
Cats,  of  the  bluest  blood.   Stamp  tor-catalogue. 

PEIHCE  BROS., 
 Lock  Box  4,  Winchester.  N.  H . 

Homer  City  Incubators 

and  Brooders 

are  the  best  to  be  had.  Used 
by  leading  poultry  raisers 
all  over  the  world.  Don't 
buy  until  you  get  our  large 
new  catalogue  for  1S97. 
Address, 

Biairsville  Mfg.  Co.,  Incorp. 

Blairsville,  Pa. 


"We  wlslx  to  testify  to  tbe  \ 
good  qualities  of  tie 

i  Successful*  ncubator.1 

"We  wgtg  lintclied  lyy 
it,  and  Icnow  w&ereof  we  J 
epeajfe. 

\       "We  did'nt  die  in  the  shell  for  lack  ] 
of  moisture,  because  this  machine  gene- 
rates its  own  moisture."  Otner  new  teat-  I 
ures  fully  explained  in  catalogue.  Sent  j 
for  6  cents  in  stamps. 
DES  MOINES  BNCUBATOR  CO. 
Box  14.     DES  MOINES,  IA. 


STANDARD  BRED 

Wh.  Leghorns. 

LARGE,  VIGOROUS,  EXTRA  LAYERS. 
WINNERS  AT 

Madison  .Square  Garden,  New  York  City,  1895—1696 
— 1S97.  Mc'chanks  UMWi&g,  Hosto"  Mass.;  1897.  Slock 

and  egjrs  for  si&J, 

WHITING;  gARM,  tMypfce,  fli as b. 


16  oz.  to  1  lb. 


Hundreds  of  Spi 
Sewing:  Machines,  Bicycles. 
Carriages,  Carts, 


or  Currency  boys  the 
ade  at  lowest  prices. 

nUoi. 
fiietiirers. 

ialties  at  less  than  wholesale  prices,  viz: 


_      _  ,          ,     best  Scales  niiiUe  at  lowes 

U.  S.  Standard  x^%»siijf; 


tin 


,  Safes, 
Anvils, 
Drills, 
Lathes, 


-  mills. 
Hone  Mills. 
Haj  Cullers, 


20  u*«d  by  Bailor  el  ibis  paper. 


Jack  Screws,  ' 
Press  Stands,        Feed  Hills,  !_ 

Lawn  Mowers,  Coffee  .Hills,  Forces,  Lathes,  Dump  Carts, 
CornShellers,  Hand  Carts,  Engines,  Tools,  Wire  Fence, 
Fannin;  Mills,  Crow  Bars,  Rollers,  Watches,  ('loll.ii._-  Ac. 
Hay,  Slock,  Elevator,  Railroad,  Platform  and  Counter  SCALES. 

Send  for  free  Catalogue  and  see  how  to  Save  Money. 
151  8,  Jefferson  St.  CHICAGO  SCALE  CO.,  Chicago,  I1U 


